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popularity and Ackworth School had many strong
swimmers representing Yorkshire.

In October 2019 Ackworth School celebrates its 240th
year since foundation in 1779. I can think of no better
project to raise funds for than the refurbishment of our
swimming pool. I hope that parents and Old Scholars
will support our efforts to raise £150,000, of which
£20,000 has already been raised.

Every Old Scholar who visits the school can remember
learning to swim in the pool and today that arrangement
continues, with a wider usage allowing for thousands of
local primary school pupils to be introduced to
swimming for the first time.

The pool was last refurbished in the 1970s and it is now
desperately in need of attention. Not only is it a vital part
of our school, it is also the oldest additional facility we
have as part of our educational experience.

We want to preserve the swimming pool’s best features
– retaining the shape and the changing rooms but
considerably modifying the surface around the pool,
with a new drainage system and non-slip area as well as
upgrading the changing rooms to meet with modern
requirements.

Although there is little to show for it, we spent £100,000
on the swimming pool last year, replacing the plant
room and air handling equipment. The windows at the
south end of the building were also replaced, allowing
light to stream in.

This year we intend to complete the process and, when
the work is done, we will have ensured the longer term
survival of our pool – a rare facility to find at a school
these days, never mind the local community.

In addition to the cafe project over the next few years all
of the buildings in the swimming pool complex will
receive attention. There are plans for a new fitness suite
and dance studio as well as a large area for pupils to
relax in during the day and in the evenings.

Let us hope that the changes made in our 240th year
last as long as those made in the 1970s.

t the western end of Centre Passage is a
photograph of Ackworth School scholars
enjoying themselves in the swimming
pool. The photograph was taken by

Ernest Unwin in 1890 and neatly captures the
pool’s distinctive shape, rounded at the corners
instead of square – it was apparently a
revolutionary design to allow for continuous long
distance swimming and canoeing.

Today swimming pools are 25 metres, to comply with
international standards; ours is 33 yards long. The
original swimming pool was built in 1858 as an open
pool, and its unfiltered water was replaced only very
occasionally. By the end of the summer when the pool
was emptied, swimming was no longer an attractive
proposition, with the water occupied by more than
just the swimmers! For the opening of the newly
covered and heated pool in 1898 Joseph Spence
Hodgson delivered a speech arrayed in tall hat and
frock coat and then dived in fully dressed. He was a
great advocate of swimming at Ackworth and was no
doubt involved in the visit of the secretary of the
London Swimming Club to Ackworth in 1882 to spur
on swimming.

In 1917 the pool was in use from the beginning of May
to December, except for vacations. At that time the
swimming pool was well ahead of what was on offer
at other schools. As a result, swimming surged in

SWIMMING POOL
REFURBISHMENT
In this issue Anton Maree discusses how much the School’s
swimming pool is in need of desperate attention...
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Ackworth School has hosted its first ever
Resilience Day, for year 4 primary school students
from Coram House, Ackworth Howard School,
Bell Lane School and Mill Dam School. A total of
130 students participated in the event, which
consisted of a number of activities aimed at
nurturing resilience.
The Resilience Day activities were developed and
facilitated by Ackworth sixth form students as an
opportunity to develop their leadership and
employability skills.

Pupils participating in the ‘Outdoor Project’ run with
Autism Resource pupils (to support embedding the
science curriculum) have been learning about the
weather this half term. So far, we have researched
cloud formations, identified different weather
conditions and started to look at the changes of
weather linked to the seasons. Following this we shall
be taking measurements of the weather,
temperature, rain levels and wind
direction. To support us with this
we have constructed a weather
station which is placed outside
Shed Court. Pupils across school
are also welcome to visit the
weather station and take their
own readings.
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Ross, a student in our
Autism Resource, has
asked the school to
collect waste plastic in
the form of bottles,
lids, packets, wrapping
etc, and as long as it
has been washed it
will be made into ‘eco
bricks’ to build into a
bench. Ross needs
bottles and clean
plastic waste which
can be pushed into
two litre plastic bottles
to form a solid
building material. A
laundry basket will be
placed in the Vestibule
Foyer to gather the clean plastic waste and bottles and
it will remain there until his project is completed and
perhaps beyond that point.

‘I am delighted that Ross is leading this initiative. It is
appropriate that it is student-led and follows well publicised
examples. If we support him, we are enabling an important
process to evolve. We are all aware of how much plastic we
throw away which ends up in landfill sites.

‘Quite by chance I encountered Ross whilst on my way to
test drive a 100% electric vehicle which the School and
community is interested in purchasing to transport
passengers. We might have an electric vehicle as early as
next year. I invited Ross to accompany me and learned
about his plan to make the school more sustainable and
far more conscious of waste and disposal.’

Anton Maree

Eco Conscious

Shed Court

Inspired by the volunteering she has done
in Shed Court this year, 6th former, Nichola
Sun, wanted to raise some money for
Autism Awareness Day.

Autism Awareness Day on Wednesday 8th May
was a stupendous success and we raised
approximately £600. It was incredible to see the
whole school wearing bright colours to support
this special event. This gives us a wonderful sense
of achievement all because of the enthusiastic
participation and generous donations from both
students and staff.

Some of the catering staff wore bright coloured
tops, Shed Court held an amazing bake sale with
many delicious cakes. Likewise, there were some
surprises from teachers including Dr McDowell,
Mrs Gordon and Miss Clark who all wore rainbow
shirts. Without school-wide support, it would not
have been anywhere near as successful. I hope
this will help us to better understand people with
autism and to turn this event into an annual
tradition.

Nichola Sun U6 (year 13)

Pupils from the Autism Resource have taken part
in the RSPB Great British Bird watch 2019. For
two days, pupils completed their identification of

bird species and tally charts
to contribute to the

countrywide initiative
to monitor bird
population trends.
Pupils enjoyed
exploring the
grounds of the
school to spot the
different birds and

record them.

Great British
Birdwatch

Autism
Awareness
Day

Community Resilience Day

At Shed Court we raised somemoney for Comic
Relief. We raised the money by baking buns
and selling them. Mr Hemingway organised 3
by 3 games and people paid money to play
them. People put the money into the cup. It is
to buy things for children who don’t have what
they need.

Jack Carter

Comic Relief

Weather Station
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Tennis Club
It has now been a year since Community Tennis
Coach Alice Robson joined Ackworth School. She
has been working with 17 primary schools
delivering tennis within curriculum time as well
as running school festivals. As well as this she is
Head Coach of Ackworth Tennis Club and
introduced the coaching programme in June
2018. In the past year over 80 children have
completed the LTA’s introductory scheme ‘Tennis
For Kids’ and now 50 children and adults play
regularly on the coaching programme. The
coaching programme is supported by 5th form
student Rachel Forrester, who has started her
Level 1 Tennis Coaching qualification, as well as
ex-student Leona Clarkson, who is planning to
complete her Level 2 Tennis Coaching
qualification by the end of 2019.

Alice hopes to get more students involved in
coaching tennis. She ran a Tennis Leaders’
course at the beginning of June where students
learnt the skills needed to become a coach.
Participants learnt the basics of tennis and
understood how variations of the game are used
to introduce all ages and abilities to the sport. It

is hoped that
students will then go
on to assist at primary
school events this
summer and sessions at
Ackworth Tennis Club.

The coaching programme has
had a profound effect on the membership.
In May 2018 the Tennis Club had 17 members
and now it has grown to a staggering 88
members. This success has enabled the Club to
develop further. For example, the Tennis Club
has entered a second team into the Wakefield
and district league as well as hosting
competitions and their first Wimbledon ballot.

If you are interested in joining the Tennis Club or
the coaching programme, please see the Tennis
Club’s website for more information.

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/ackworthtennisclub

Alternatively, you can contact Community
Tennis Coach, Alice Robson on
alice.robson@ackworthschool.com

They did it! The basketball 1st team managed to win their last game of the season away to New College Doncaster
47-42. This means they have finished the season undefeated!

Sp�ts

It has been a short but very busy half term in Girls’ PE.
The rounders’ season has been under way and we have
had some great fixtures - at Ampleforth (which was
unfortunately abandoned due to hail) and an U13, U15
and 1st team triangular match against Read School and
The Mount, where the girls performed some excellent
fielding and batting.

The tennis season is well and truly upon us with a lot of
success so far. There have been both league matches
and friendly matches in which our pupils have played
some very good tennis.

Girls’ SportWill’s Success

We would like to say massive congratulations
to William, for gaining a two-year contract with
Barnsley Football Club U13s, as well as making
it into the Yorkshire Cricket U12 A-Team!

Basketball
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Ackworth School
Modern Pentathlon Academy

Ackworth School is an up and coming
centre of excellence in the UK for Modern
Pentathlon and has recently been
recognised as a GB Pentathlon Academy.
Developed by the founder of the Modern
Olympic Movement, Baron Pierre de
Coubertin, and introduced in the 1912
Stockholm Olympic Games, Modern
Pentathlon is a unique and challenging
sport for men and women comprising 5
disciplines: fencing, horse riding,
swimming and a combination of laser
shooting and running.

The Academy is open to the local
community and currently has members

from across Yorkshire and surrounding
counties, as well providing world class
training opportunities for our own
students. We are proud to be able to offer

Sp�ts
four of the five disciplines in Modern
Pentathlon on site here at Ackworth School.
Whilst we do not offer horse riding on site,
we do have fantastic links with fine
equestrian centres in nearby areas. The club
aims to provide general fitness through
multi-discipline training and events providing
the opportunity for everyone to have a go.
All levels are catered for, from complete
novices to those competing nationally and
internationally, as part of Team GB.

Meet our GB Pentathlon

Born in the south of England
into a military family I have
always been brought up around

sport. Having spent the early
years as an aspiring footballer

linked with academies such as
Southampton and Blackpool, I

decided to seek a bigger challenge,
Modern Pentathlon.

Having had a successful career as an athlete,
representing Great Britain and being a full time
lottery funded athlete training at the University of
Bath, I managed to secure medals at European and
World level. Unfortunately hampered by injuries I
was forced to retire in 2013 at the age of 22. Whilst
this was difficult for me, it gave me a huge chance
to enter the world of coaching.

Over the past six years, I have become one of the
country’s leading youth coaches producing
numerous National Champions, who have also
gone on to represent Great Britain at under 17,19
and 21 World and European Championships. I am
now one of three Pentathlon GB Pathway Coaches
and the under 17 Great Britain National Coach.

Now, as lead Coach at Ackworth Pentathlon
Academy, I am extremely excited to be able to
nurture the many talents the students here possess.
I hope to have many enjoyable years here coaching
at Ackworth and look forward to instilling my four
core values into all those that I have contact with:
honesty, determination, grit and most importantly
happiness.

Coach Steven Mason



Senior School Sports Day
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Sp�ts



Nursery
News

12 l www.ackworthschool.com www.ackworthschool.com l 13

Nursery

Above: Easter Egg Hunt
Below left to right: Fun with foam, enjoying the garden and water play
in the sunshine and loving the puddlesNursery Sports Day

Sp�ts



Reception Class
We have been looking at ‘Growing’ and each week have
examined a variety of life cycles and how to grow
different plants. The class have grown their own bean
plants and looked after moth caterpillars to see the
changes from egg to moth.

In the outdoor area, there is a new mud kitchen with
hobs and ovens which have been kindly donated to us
by the Early Years’ parents, as part of a sponsored walk.
A new water wall is currently being made to add to the
outdoor area, again made possible from donations
raised by Early Years’ parents.

Kindergarten sessions have started in Coram House as
a transition into Reception. Each week there is a
specialist focus including ‘Messy Science’ week. Junior
and Senior School teachers are leading sessions on
Music and Art and all the children have coped well with
the busy day, which starts with an early morning swim.

Sports Update
Some of the Year 4 and Year 6 girls recently enjoyed
success at a rounders away fixture at St Olaves; both
teams were victorious gaining convincing wins.
Additionally 18 pupils from years 4 to 6 took part in a
biathlon hosted at the School. The children had to
swim 33 metres and then run 400 metres.

Children in Year 5 recently took part in Level 1 and Level
2 Bikeability training. The aim of the course was to
improve the pupils’ bike-handling skills and confidence,
and to prepare them for on-road cycling. The
instructors were very impressed with the children’s
attitude to learning, their bike skills and their
welcoming, friendly nature.

Finally, we would like to say ‘au revoir’ and good luck to
Polly Hollingsworth who leaves us to start her maternity
leave. Polly plans to return to Coram House next May.
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C�am

House

Coram House News

Rothwell Juniors U10 girls’ team played in the semi final
of the West Riding Girls’ Football League Cup against
Wigton Moor. It was a close match ending in a 1-1 draw
thanks to a number of great saves by Ruby Philip (Y5).
Because there had to be a winner the match went to
penalties with the goalie from each team taking turns to
defend the goal. Ruby saved the first 3 goals and
Rothwell scored 3 out of 4 shots putting them through
to the Cup final. Ruby’s ‘heroics’ in goal - staying calm
during penalties - saw her take player of the match!

Bubble Fun

The children are very excited to be working
in small groups to carry out practical
investigations. Our recent ‘bubble inside a
bubble’ experiment was a tremendous hit
with the group, who are keen to continue
with their hands-on learning.

Ashton

Ashton competed against some of the
country’s top school and club athletes. He was
competing in the under 11s age group (year 6
boys,) running 800 metres and swimming 50
metres.
Despite being very nervous he gave 100 per
cent in both races and although he wasn’t an
overall winner, he performed his very best
throughout.
It was an amazing opportunity for Ashton. He
learnt lot and was able to develop his self-
confidence and self-belief but it was also a
thoroughly memorable experience.

AliceJuniors U10
Girls’ Football

In the Pontefract Music Festival I played ‘Lazy
Sunday’ on my flute and won first prize! It
was very exciting. I was performing alongside
other people in the Grade 1 banding. In
addition to my own performance I watched a
family perform in the Meeting House – they
played the ukulele and sang a song; I would
definitely like to take part in the festival
again next year.

Young Leaders Award
Following the success of the Archbishop of
York Youth Trust ‘Young Leaders Award’ last
year, we decided to run the project again in
Year 6. The children have been involved in
many challenges both inside and outside of
school ranging from walking their neighbours’
dogs, sweeping paths and donating clothes to
charity. For their final project, the children have
decided they would like to conduct a ‘random
act of kindness’ for local elderly citizens by
inviting them to attend their end of year
production, Beauty and the Beast. Along with
this, they will organise tea and cakes to be
enjoyed after the performance. The children
organised a visit from Abbey Mason (in our
School’s marketing department). She was able
to advise and help the children as to how to
start to plan their event! Well done, Year 6.

Katie Staton (Year 6 Teacher)



London Trip

‘My favourite bit was Aladdin and Pizza Hut and my favourite part of
the trip was the London Eye and Hard Rock Café!’ ~ Finn and Kasey
‘On the London trip we went on the London Eye, to Harry Potter
World, to The Tower of London, The Natural History Museum and a
cruise down the River Thames. My favourite bit was Harry Potter
World!’ ~ Mela
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Plas Menai was an amazing residential trip for both
students and staff. Working together in carefully chosen
groups, the children learnt new and exciting water
sports skills, built confidence in themselves and their
team mates, and some even developed a taste for
unusual sports, such as sailing.

Each child took an active part in the four water sports:
sailing, raft building, kayaking and windsurfing. They
were delighted to see the teachers joining in with the
fun too!

The children represented Coram House impeccably; a
member of the public even commented that the pupils
were kind, polite and caring whilst playing with her
grandchild during our break at Tatton Park. Here are
some of the comments about the trip:

‘Windsurfing was fun even though I got scared of the
sail to begin with.’ (Nina)

‘I think the best thing was windsurfing because I had to
be rescued by a boat when I was stranded down the
river.’ (Noah)

‘I think it was very good and fun because I got to learn
something new.’ (Ashton)

C�am

Trips Plas Menai
Residential

York

We all had a wonderful day, even though the
weather was a little wet. During our visit the
children were able to make a Mayan chocolate
drink and they tasted lots of lovely chocolates
from the range of stages of development of
chocolate production. Everyone found the trip
very informative and we have learnt a great
deal about the key Quaker families who
founded York’s chocolate industry.

‘It was an amazing experience!’ (Tristan
Metcalfe)
‘It was nice to learn about people I have
never heard of before and I liked the Mayan
chocolate drink (xocolatl).’ (Finn Wood)
‘I liked the Aztec version of xocolatl with the
chilli in it!’ (Jack Antal-Smith)
‘Making the Mayan chocolate drink was fun.
I would make it again!’ (Phoebe Eddy)

The London visit over the Easter Holidays
was a huge success with the highlights
being the Harry Potter Studio tour and the

West End performance of Aladdin. The
residential, to Plas Menai, departed on the last
day of the half term. Water sports such as
kayaking, raft building and windsurfing are
such a diverse and amazing choice which were
on offer for our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils.



On 15th May, Dori, Ink, Bani and Billy competed
against 16 other schools at the University of
Bradford in the regional round of the Salters’

Chemistry Competition. Over the course of the day,
the 2nd form students had to carry out forensic tests
on unknown samples and devise their own method
whilst reacting acids with alkalis. They worked
extremely well and showed tremendous teamwork
during the day. Their results and result write ups were
fantastic but they unfortunately finished fourth
overall, narrowly missing out on progress to the
national round.

Four second formers. One chemistry teacher. Cooped up
in a car, on a journey, to a chemistry competition at
Bradford University.
"If you get first place, I will take you to McDonalds", said Mr
Jones. Suddenly a strange competitive scent arose. This
was getting serious. There was too much on the line. We
had to win. So the four representatives of Ackworth School
(and Mr Jones) entered the doors of the university, with
high hopes. We were all ecstatic, not only because of the
prize, but just to have some fun as well.

We were led to a room with more than ten other schools.
After all the safety rules and precautions were explained,
it was time for the first task. We were taken to our work
stations and we soon began. The clock was ticking, we had
no time to lose. We were rapidly mixing chemicals and
acids and reading the instructions several times just to
make sure we were doing it right. The two hours burned
up quicker than we thought, but everything was finished.
We returned after lunch. This time we only had 45 minutes
to do the task: mixing acids and alkalis to make different
colours. I thought that this would be easy. But oh, how I
was wrong! Very wrong! Everything we mixed together
made orange. We could feel the pressure. All of us. After a
while we FINALLY made purple but add another drop of
hydrochloric acid and it turned clear.
We stepped out of the room, waiting for the results,
nervously fidgeting. The time had come. We were all
congregated in a room for the prize giving. It turned out
that we didn’t win, but it was such an awesome
experience. I’ll never forget it.

Ink Chantima – 2nd form (year 8)

The first challenge was complicated. We split into pairs.
One pair completed a task where you had a base powder
called x. Then we had other powders, a, b, c, d and e. We
had to find out which chemical was most like x by testing
them in different chemicals.
The other pair had to complete a task where they had to
find out which ink was most likely, out of f, g, h, i and j, by
putting a dot of it on paper and waiting for the water to
rise up the paper. This would then cause the ink to
smudge leaving a coloured trail behind so we could then
match it up to y.
After lunch we did a second challenge where we had to
create different colours using alkalis and acids. After that
we watched a chemical magic show and the results were
given out. Sadly we didn’t get a place, but it was still a fun
day.

Billy Fitzgerald – 2nd form (year 8)

Salters’ Chemistry Competition

Dori, Ink, Billy and Bani taking part in the
Salters' Festival of Chemistry Competition at the
University of Bradford.

Academic

Malham Field Trip
The third form had a great start to
the term - a field trip to Malham in
the Yorkshire Dales in the sunshine!

The first form tectonics
challenge preps have
been handed in with
some amazing examples
of creativity. These are
from 1W. The earthquake
proof building design
even shakes!

Tectonics
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GCSE and A Level Prize Winners
A Level Prize Winners
Biology - Eleanor White
Business Studies - Jason Lok
Chemistry - Elliott Leslie
Design Technology - Dillon

Machemba
Economics - Alex Rudkin
English - Louisa Young
Further Mathematics - Alex

Rudkin
Further Mathematics - He Shan

(Roy)
Geography - Olivia Howden
German - Holly Rice
History - Olivia Howden

Mathematics - Sona Yavrumyan
Music - Tom Wilks
Physical Education - Emma

Forrester
Physics - Jamie Dobbie
Religious Studies - Paige Booth

GCSE Prize Winners
Art - Harry Dean
Biology - Oliver Foster
Chemistry - Joshua Dawson
Design Technology - Joshua

Dawson
Drama - Lucy Assassa
English - Oliver Foster

Food & Nutrition - Abigail
Taubman

French - Harry Dean
Geography - Harry Dean
Geography - Izaak Brindle
German - Rachel Swales
History - Benjamin Cawood
Mathematics - Oliver Foster
Music - Rachel Swales
PE - Millie Hinchcliffe
Physics - Eleanor Morris
Religious Studies - Oliver Foster
Spanish - Alvin Yeung



This term the Music Department said goodbye to
students going on to higher education by holding
a Leavers’ Concert at school. The standard of
performance and musicianship heard was
excellent and our leavers are well set up to make
a lasting and meaningful contribution to the
world of music. And music was the Special Topic

for this year’s Ackworth General Meeting. A
concert was held at school featuring students
who also spoke afterwards about their musical
journeys through the school. The students were
very articulate and represented the school very
well, many of them performing for the first time!
Congratulations to all.

Leavers’ Concert
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Academic

The Edible
Gingerbread Castle!

I decided to make an edible castle because I
thought it was something a little different and my
family likes to bake and cook. I thought it would
be a nice thing to do with their help, especially
my sister Jemima.
It took a long time, but it was worth it. It was a
fun thing to do, although we did have times
where we wanted to stop because it was not
going so well, but we didn’t – we kept going!
It took about two days and at the end the kitchen
was a little messy, but it did smell good – and

eventually, so did Mrs Gordon’s classroom.
We decided to put a moat on and we did that
with marshmallow, icing and food colouring. We
also made little gingerbread figures to bring it to
life. We used hot treacle to make the windows
and then put them in the fridge to set. And to
give the castle more detail, we purposely burnt
the edges of the castle and used a blowtorch on
the marshmallow. I really enjoyed making my
castle!

Isobel Harrison, 1st form (year 7)

Awesome
Accounting

BASE is the Institute of Chartered Accountants in
England and Wales’ National Business and
Accounting competition for students in school or
college aged 16-17. A unique and exciting
experience, students are able to engage in
business challenges that enable them to develop
key employability skills and understand what it’s
like to be an ICAEW Chartered Accountant.

We are delighted to confirm that Ackworth School
has achieved a place at the BASE 2019 National
Final! The winning team of lower sixth business
studies students who will represent the school are
Andreea Capatina, Viren Pandya, Dusan Repcak
and team leader, Abhi Sankar.

The students will compete at the Hilton Metropole
Hotel in Birmingham, against the top 48 schools in
the country, in one final challenge to be crowned
BASE 2019 National Champions.

We congratulate them on their achievements so
far. The ICAEW commented that “we received a
large number of applicants this year and the
standard of entry was particularly high. It is a
fantastic achievement to reach the final and all
your students should be proud.”

Junior Maths Challenge
On 30th April, 42 first and second form students, plus
one from year 4 in Coram House, were brave enough
to take the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust Junior
Challenge - 25 multiple choice questions of varying
difficulty from tricky to really fiendish! Sixteen
students were awarded certificates for coming in the
top 40 per cent nationally.
Bronze: Bani Bhinder, Charles Broadbent Rockliff,
Isabel Cawood, Ethan Chakravorty, Lucy Holden-
Stokes, Morgan Hunt, George Philip, Sohni Kaur
Varaich
Silver: William Cross, Anja De Bruin, Ella Hinchcliffe,
Steven Nguyen, David Swales
Gold: Freddie Barr, Ink Chantima, Dori Suntornsuk.
Dori just pipped Freddie to ‘Best in School’, but both of

them qualified for the next round, the ‘Kangaroo’
paper – a dubious pleasure, as it saw them sitting the
paper on a day already filled with school exams!
Congratulations to all who dared to participate. How
would you have fared?
This was question 20:
Emily writes down the largest two-digit prime such
that each of its digits is prime.
Krish writes down the smallest two-digit prime
such that each of its digits is prime.
Kirsten subtracts Krish’s number from Emily’s
number.
What answer does Kirsten obtain?
A 14 B 20 C 36 D 45 E 50
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If I had one wish it would be that there was more
research to find cures for cancer. This is a topic
that means a lot to me as I have a cancer called

Rhabdomyo Sarcoma. I have had six months of
chemotherapy and radiotherapy and my
tumour has shrunk and all is going well. I’m
not the only one in my family to have
cancer; my Grandma Barbara had
cancer and sadly died from it and this
is why it means so much to me.

Some people would say cancer
research would cost too much money
and that the money could be used
more usefully on what we do know
about. Others may say that the money
which the NHS has should be spent on a
wide variety of illnesses, rather than
focusing on cancer research.

However, I think the money should be
spent on cancer research as cancer affects
12.7 million people a year and there are
currently more than 100 identified
cancers. Some cancers are rarer than others and rarer
cancers have less funding, so we are a long way from
fully understanding the cancer and therefore are a long
way from a cure. Around 7.6 million people die from

cancer and evidence shows that 30 to 40 per cent of
these deaths could be prevented and one third can be
cured through early diagnosis and treatment.

As I have cancer I know how horrendous it can be. I
know the treatment is there to make me better,

but one of the worst things for me is the
nausea. During a chemotherapy cycle I

can’t eat or speak for a week. I feel
terrible, but after a few days I recover,
only to start the cycle again. I dread
going into hospital. I liken it to going
into a prison and getting locked in. It
hasn’t just affected me however; it
affected my whole family. My mum

and dad have had to learn to do things
they probably didn’t think they would.

My little sister (who is 9) has had to stop
doing things she loves because I have
needed help.

I know many cancer treatments have
advanced, and survival rates for many
cancers have improved greatly, however

there is still a lot of work to do, especially in rarer
childhood cancers like mine. More research requires
more money, but cancer is one of the biggest illnesses
in the world and I think we need to do more.

I first began racing at the age of 7. I attended
a kids’ club every Monday at 4pm, but one day
I came to my dad and said that I wanted to be
a racing driver. He rang one of his friends to
find a race track.

After racing for a year indoors my teacher
finally said that I needed to go outdoors, so
we found the nearest track which was 40
miles away called PFI in Grantham. I’m lucky
because it’s actually the best and longest race
track in England!

In February I attended my first race at the
track and I did really well in it, but then, two
months later I won
my first ever novice
trophy. Throughout
the year I won a lot
more and then at
the end of the year
I won the best
novice award
which meant a lot
to me.

Zac Meakin - First
form (year 7)

Elliot’s One Wish

Pupils

Together we can
make a difference

Earlier this year
Demi Charlesworth
competed in the
Malta Open Karate
Championships,
where 18 countries,
45 associations and
406 competitors
attended.

‘Day one was the
synchronised set
routines where my
GB team mate and I

performed our set routine, getting through to the
finals and gaining a bronze. After that I performed
another routine with two other GB team mates, and
this time we won a gold medal,’ she said.

Demi went straight into an individual routine where
she was 0.1 points off a gold, coming out with a silver
medal.

On day two, 34 girls took part in the points
competition. Demi won the title and subsequently
qualified for the Nations Shield, which she won,
gaining the title of ‘Mediterranean Open Champion’
and ‘11 & 12 Year Girls’ Best of the Best Champion’.
Well done, Demi!

Hannah Morgan, (4th form, year 10) came first in her
Under 16 girls’ slalom race at the Artemis Interschool
Ski Challenge National Indoor Championships in Pila,
Italy, on 29th April. There were 23 in her category.
Hannah came 2nd overall out of 57 senior girls and was
only beaten by a competitor in the U18 category.
Congratulations, Hannah.

Andrey Gizdov
(U6, Year 13)
has been
selected and
funded to
attend the
International
Science and
Engineering
Fair (ISEF) in
the USA.

He was
selected by
The Young

Scientific Instrument Maker 2019 because of
his work on a project entitled 'A novel method
for skeletal age estimation based on cranial
suture analysis'. Andrey's method for
assessing how well the cranial suture had
healed was to use an instrument that took
the subjectivity out of the assessment of gap
width in the suture from cross sectional scans
of the skull. The instrument accurately
measured the mix of light and dark pixels in
an image of the scan, and used a
mathematical algorithm to put an accurate
measure on the degree of healing. Tests had
shown the repeatability and accuracy of the
method.

He won the award “Young Scientific
Instrument Maker of 2019”, which provided
him with a £2,000 bursary for his further
education and an apprenticeship in the
Worshipful Company of Scientific Instrument
Makers. Following that, he had the
opportunity to represent the UK at the world’s
largest science and engineering fair for
undergraduate students, in Phoenix, Arizona.
All his expenses were covered to attend the
science fair, along with only two other
representatives from the whole of the UK.
Well done, Andrey!

Best of the Best

Slalom Hannah

Success for
Andrey

Racer ZacElliot was asked to write a piece in English entitled ‘If I had one wish’.
This is what he wrote...



The purpose of the Handelsbanken trip was for
students to find out more about careers in
banking, what banks do, the different job roles
within the bank and the qualifications and training
required. Pupils were provided with the
opportunity to tour the branch and to undertake
activities which enabled them to see banking in
action! They also had a question and answer
session with Amy Walker, who is the Branch
Manager.

‘Our trip to Handelsbanken was incredibly interesting
and highly informative about the world of banking.
We started with a small introduction to the bank and
its ethos. Handelsbanken does not work like other
banks; it is service-based more than product-based
which means each customer has their experience
tailored to them. Because of this, it is rated number
one for customer satisfaction. Next, we did a small
case study in which a prospective client, Joe Bloggs,
comes and we have to fill out a sheet about his assets
and liabilities. This taught us the importance of
asking open questions rather than closed ones so we
can get as much information as possible. Then, we
learnt about prioritisation within the bank because
of course bankers have a lot to juggle. Finally there
was an opportunity for us to ask any questions we

had. Overall the trip was great fun and we learnt a
lot. We had an excellent time!’

Evelyn Salter & Max Cooper – 3rd form (year 9)

‘Following on from attending the Ackworth School
Careers Carousel, we were delighted that six of the
students spent an afternoon at the Handelsbanken
Castleford Branch.

‘As a local relationship bank looking after personal
and business customers we believe it is important to
support our community. All of the pupils were fully
engaged and gained a greater insight into how we
prioritise on a daily basis to ensure that we continue
to deliver exceptional service to all of our customers.’

Handelsbanken
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Trips

At the beginning of the Easter holidays a group
of students went from Ackworth School to the
Opal Coast, in France, staying in a hostel in the

small town of Le Portel, not far from Boulogne-Sur-
Mer.

Saturday: Our French trip started at school. We were all
buzzing with excitement as we left school. When we
arrived at Folkestone we got on the Eurotunnel and it
was so cool. After a 50-minute ride we arrived in France.
Now we were really excited. An hour later we arrived at
our accommodation. That night we had dinner at the
hostel and then unpacked.

Mathew O’Donnell (2nd form, year 8)

Sunday: The next day was very exciting. In the morning
we went into town for a French workshop. We learnt
useful conversational skills that we could use. In the
afternoon we went to a snail farm. A man told us about
how snails live their lives. According to the snail man,
the mucus could be used in cosmetics and skincare.

We had the pleasure of being able to eat the snails after
we had just made friends with them. To be honest, they
were quite nice, but the thought of eating a snail put

many people off, not including me
though!

The snail farm day was a
success and we got back

on the party bus tired
and happy.

Grace Dibb (3rd
form, year 9)

Monday: On Monday, our third day in France, we
started the day with a continental breakfast and arrived
at ‘Boulangerie Escoeuilles’ at about 11am. While we
were there we watched a demonstration of how they
made their bread. It was all in French, so we had to
work hard to understand but we got used to it. We tried
some freshly baked bread and it tasted really good. At
the end of the visit we were all given a pain au chocolat.
After that we went to the beach at Berek, where there
was a kite festival. We went on the Ferris wheel and got
a view of the whole town. Later that day we went to a
small shopping centre and spent some euros in the
supermarket. When we got back to the hostel we ate
tea and did a quiz.

Emily Sanderson (3rd form, year 9)

Tuesday: The journey to the chocolate factory didn’t
take too long and the presentation on how they made
chocolate was very interesting. At the end of the
presentation there was a quiz to see if we were paying
attention. I won the quiz and got a nice prize of
chocolate at the end. Despite the journey home being
long, it was made enjoyable by our friends. Bus driver
Steve was amazing! Thank you to all the teachers who
came along and took care of us.

Freddie Barr (2nd form, year 8)

French TripHandelsbanken

Car�rs
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Trips
Contributions from Estelle Nicholson, Harriet Metcalfe,
Jasmine Walker, Niamh Anderson, Reven Singh, Lulu
Johnston-Knight, Madison Cusworth and Amelie Harper.

Day 1: We had an early start to the day and a long
journey down to Luton. We arrived at Luton at 4am and
quickly got through check-in. We arrived at Keflavík at
8.50 and then drove to the plate boundary between the
North American and Eurasian plates. After, we visited
the eggcellent hot geothermal springs and found out
information about them; the smell was eggstravagant!
On our journey to the Perlan in Reykjavík we had an
opportunity to stop off and take some photos on a
black sand beach along with its stunning surroundings.
When we arrived at the Perlan we went to the top floor
and had a bird’s eye view of Reykjavík itself. We had
some free time in Reykjavík where we visited the church
and shopped or ate.

Day 2: On day two we travelled from Reykjavík to Vík.
We started by visiting a lava tube. We put on helmets
and crampons and walked down into the tunnel
created by flowing lava thousands of years ago. We
learned how the tunnel formed and saw sparkly
bacteria that is found on Mars. The tour guide turned
off the lights and we were in complete darkness in the
tunnel.

Easter Iceland Trip

We then visited Iceland’s Lava Centre to learn more
about the history and formation of many Icelandic
volcanoes before travelling to two stunning waterfalls.
Later that day we saw the Sólheimajökull glacier and
Miss Clark could not contain her excitement!

The glacier looked like marble with black veins of
sediment running through the sides. I am studying
glaciation in geography at the moment and found it
amazing; it was incredible to see something I’ve studied
for months in real life. We next went to the black sand
beach and the basalt columns that have formed
hexagons in the caves next to it. The landforms were
very impressive, and the guide also pointed out all the
rock subject to Icelandic mythology – there were two
large trolls with their boat that were frozen into rock by
the sun as they could not reach their cave in time.

In the evening we went to the lava show where we were
told of the history of the area of Vík and how dangerous
it is to live there now. Then we saw lava melted at
1100oC and were allowed to break it up with a metal
bar when it began to solidify. We were given a piece to
take home. Although the room was very warm, it was
an amazing experience.

Day 3: It was cold and windy, but we saw some fantastic
mountains and glaciers from the coach. Our furthest
destination was the glacial lagoon Jökulsárlón where
perfect blue icebergs float out sea. Some get washed

up on ‘diamond beach’ and we got to touch,
photograph and even taste this ancient ice.

Day 4: On our last day we did the Golden Circle tour.
We started at the Secret Lagoon, a natural geothermally
heated swimming pool which everyone enjoyed. We
then saw some of the most famous sites in Iceland:
Geysir, where hot water erupts approximately every 10
minutes, and Gulfoss, the incredibly dramatic double
waterfall. Finally we visited Þingvellir National Park,
where it is easy to imagine how the earth is ripping
apart at this amazing place.
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On Saturday 26th May, the A level Biologists
arrived at Blencathra Field Centre near
Keswick to start their ecology field trip. In

the evening, we explored the Castlerigg Stone Circle
after setting traps for small mammals in the
Centre. The traps contained straw, various seeds
and a piece of apple. The following morning, we
opened the traps, finding four field mice. They
seemed quite refreshed after spending the night in
the relative comfort and safety of the traps.

On the first morning, we set off to the beautiful rocky
shore at St Bees to identify the organisms which inhabit
the littoral zone and consider their adaptions and
zonation. We then followed the coast south to the sand
dunes at Drigg where we investigated psammosere
succession, using a stratified sampling method. There
were clear changes in species composition and abiotic
factors as we moved from the embryo dunes near the
sea, through the yellow dunes and finally to the grey
dunes further inland. We then looked for significant
correlations and considered some of the strengths and
limitations of the techniques.

For a freshwater ecosystem, we visited St John’s beck
on a peaceful hill farm about six miles from Keswick.
There were a number of different animals on the farm
including a particularly confident turkey who took a
lively interest in our activities. We investigated the
abundance of invertebrates in pools and riffles, using
kick sampling to capture the invertebrates and
measuring the velocity, pH and depth of the water at
each sampling site. After lunch, we studied the
moorland in Mosedale, considering the effect of
burning on the species composition by randomly
sampling different sites. Upon returning to the centre,
we evaluated our methods and analysed our data using
statistical tests.

The field trip was a great success and it was wonderful
to hear the centre staff and other adults commenting
on the knowledge, curiosity and impeccable manners
shown by the students throughout the course.

Christopher Bailey

Trips

Biology Field Trip
Ackworth School’s PSA is an association of

friends who offer assistance, helping pupils,
teachers and parents make the journey

through their school years. It creates an
opportunity for families and staff to get to know
one another, and at the same time, makes a real
contribution to the quality of school life for all.

Whilst fund raising is a major part of the PSA’s activities
and directly contributes to the improvement of the
school, it also contributes to the ethos of the school,
building our whole school community and
strengthening our links with wider society, all of which
benefits the school and offers a positive influence
within the Ackworth area.

This academic year, the PSA has funded and helped to
run over 70 extra-curricular clubs for pupils free of
charge. These activities help our children to
explore interests and create broader
perspectives, provide social
opportunities and improve their
self-esteem, as well as improving
academic performance and
developing essential life skills.

The PSA has organised over
30 social events, which help
to bind the school
community. It is
knowledgeable about the
school and is enthusiastic to

enhance its reputation in the wider community. Events
have included the Christmas Fair, Party on the Green,
the Summer and Winter Balls, seasonal flower
arranging, discos, raising funds through to recycling
second hand clothing, organising the children’s toy
appeal for The Yorkshire Children’s Trust and more
recently the creation of a second hand uniform shop in
school. The wide range of events means that there is
something for everyone!

So far this academic year the PSA fundraising has
totalled £5,500. Over the years, this money has funded
a number of key school projects, such as the lighting in
the Fothergill Theatre and a £10,000 contribution
towards the funding of the Multi-Use Games area and
Pre-Prep areas in Coram House.

We are blessed to have such an active and supportive
PSA and would like to say thank you to each and

every one of them for their hard work and
continued support.

The PSA is looking for friends to
join them, to support the PSA

committee and to support the
upcoming PSA events. If you
are interested in finding out
more, or offering your
services, please contact Emma
Quinlan
emmajquinlan@hotmail.co.uk

M�t

!e PSA

Parent Staff Association



children and the way they approached things with
humanity and compassion.

What is your favourite thing about the school?
TB: The fact that it’s a nice place to work, the children
are nice, my colleagues are nice. Each day I come away
feeling like I’ve made progress with somebody.
FH: I love that here it’s not a comprehensive school,
there’s nobody telling me how to teach. I can do it my
way and not have to teach to a specific plan or formula.

You both have some seriously funny stories to tell
and as I’ve been taught by both of you during the
six years I’ve been in the senior school I’ve probably
heard quite a few. What has been your strangest
experience here at Ackworth?
TB: Erm, it used to be that there was this bizarre thing
that we used to have to hand in reports by midnight on
a set date. The staff work room was room 8 where the
PE room is now, and me being late as usual, I was on
my way from Boys’ School House to hand my reports
in at around two o’clock in the morning. It was fully dark
and there were no lights or anything, but at the behest
of the housemaster, I had trained to be able to walk all
the corridors in the dark by pacing the corridors, so I
knew exactly where I was in the dark by counting steps.
So I’d come down those steps by Girls’ Dining Room and
there were those two little steps. I stepped off… and the
floor crunched beneath my flipflops. I thought, “what’s
going on?” I had a torch with me, turned it on, and the
floor ran away. It was covered in cockroaches.
Hundreds and hundreds of rolling, broiling cockroaches
that all ran away at the light of my torch. How I didn’t
leap up and down screaming I don’t know.
FH: On the creature theme I have two things… which
are the strangest. I was taking a natural history trip and
we were in Southern Scotland and I was helping some
children downstream, and I thought it was a bright idea
to sit in the stream, and I sat on an eel. I shot several
feet into the air and I screamed like a girl.
TB: Excellent!
FH: The other one was when we had a bloke who was
a taxidermist in with natural history society. He was
stuffing an owl. And when we were in the middle of the
process of stuffing an owl, there was a scratching sound
from the cupboard. And I emptied the cupboard and
could still hear scratching, so I got a screwdriver and
took off the back of the cupboard… and an owl jumped
into the room. That was spooky.

What is your fondest memory of Ackworth?
FH: Natural history trips. They were very enjoyable,
being out there with the children. You could pick any
one of those natural history trips.
TB: Sitting in Centre Library watching the lady who
would become my wife walking in the door. When I left
the first time I was just sitting in Centre Library at break
time, and in walked this vision of loveliness. The
headmaster brought her over and said “will you show
this lady round? Nobody knows your job like you do.”
“Yes sir,” I said, she got the job and the rest is history!

Will you miss each other when you both go into
retirement? We can only imagine how close you
might get to someone In that length of time.
FH: We’ll definitely stay in touch.
TB: Yes. We’re not going to lose contact.

What are you both planning to spend your time
doing once you’ve left Ackworth?
TB: I’ve told my children that I’m going to put my feet
up and watch Netflix. And stroke the guinea pigs. But
right now I’m in the process of applying to be an
Appropriate Adult, which is someone who goes to the
police station accompanying juveniles or vulnerable
adults when they’ve been arrested. I’ll also be doing
more photography so if anyone wants to like my
Facebook page and follow me on Instagram that would
be lovely.
FH: I shall be doing more public speaking. I want to
develop my ability to do botanical art and more
drawing. I want to draw in Wakefield Cathedral for
instance. And I’m campaigning to have Wakefield
declared as a city of swifts so that when people build
new buildings they’ll have to make provisions for swifts
to nest, inserting swift bricks into the structure or
adding cavities.

Amelie Harper, with Lucas Culff
and Frazer Kirkland (L6th, year 12)

Staff Changes
Senior Staff leavers
The following staff will leave at the end of the
Summer Term:
Tom Bootyman Physics Teacher,

Senior Year Tutor
4th form

William Elliott Mathematics
Teacher

Carol Francis Head of Learning
Support

Francis Hickenbottom Head of Physics
Gill Murray Mathematics

Teacher
Patrick Roberts Head of Boys’ PE &

Games, Assistant
House Staff

Emma Speake Design Technology
Teacher, Assistant
House Staff, Senior
Year Tutor 2nd form

John Stephenson Head of Religious
Studies

Nursery and Coram staff leavers
Susan Armitage Teaching Assistant

and Childcare
Jackie Tagg Teaching Assistant

and Childcare
Lydia Horobin Nursery Assistant
Della Rudenko Nursery Assistant

Non-teaching staff leavers
Michael Atkins Director of

Marketing,
Admissions and
Communication

Pamela Evans Nursing Sister
We wish them all the very best for the future!
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Staff News

Francis Hickenbottom and
Tom Bootyman Interview
Francis Hickenbottom and Tom Bootyman, who

are retiring this year, have clocked up more
than 50 years of service to the Physics

Department at Ackworth School. Francis arrived in
1991 to teach Physics and took over as Head of
Department in 1993 when Grenville Needham
retired. Tom has worked here twice: he came in
1982 to teach Physics and work as an assistant in
Boys’ School House, left in 1987 and returned in
1998 to run Boys’ School House and to teach Physics
with Francis.

How long have you both been here?
FH: 28 years
TB: 27 years in two parts!

If you can remember, how did you both find out
about Ackworth?
FH: A relative told me that there was a job available in
the physics department at Ackworth School.
TB: Times Educational Supplement. I was on my way
into the school where I was working, and I had an
inkling that I might like to work abroad, but all the good
jobs abroad demanded experience in a British boarding
school. I knew nothing about British boarding schools
apart from reading Jennings books as a kid. Anyway, I
walked into a shop on the way, came out and there
were some of my fifth form hanging around.
“What’s that under your arm Sir?”
“It’s the Times Educational Supplement.”
“What’s that?”
“It’s where teachers get jobs”.
And they said “come on guys”, snatched the paper and
said “let’s get him a job, let’s get rid of him.” So they
opened it up. A is for Ackworth so that was first and
ooh, British boarding school, physics teacher, okay. It
was as simple as that, I spoke to the Head Teacher,
Gordon McKee, that afternoon and was appointed a
week later.

After working here would you have ever chosen to
teach anywhere else?
TB: Yes, I did. I worked here for five years and went
away and got jobs at other places. I went to two sixth
form colleges, then was pursuaded to come back.

If you weren’t a teacher, is there anything else you
have a passion for?
FH: I’d be a farmer.
Really?
FH: Yes a farmer, or I’d be in a greenhouse being a
horticulturalist growing something very specific, like
orchids or cacti.

TB: I don’t know. I’ve always said that I’m just teaching
until I find out what I really want to do. (That’s a joke,
BTW!)

Other than teaching physics, what else do you take
part in or contribute to at Ackworth?
TB: After you..
FH: Well over the years I have done beekeeping,
mountain biking, calligraphy, star gazing, natural
history, Duke of Edinburgh, there are more but I’m
struggling to think of them off the top of my head.
TB: I used to help run junior orchestra and choir. I’ve
always run the chamber choir, done photography clubs,
produced junior plays, stage managed plays, been in
plays, been in the senior choir, run electronic clubs.
Bizarrely for a while I was the South Yorkshire under-
14 hockey coach and I’d umpire hockey. We did Battle of
the Bands for many years before the deputy head said
it was too loud.
FH: People who were students here some years ago
each remember us for a different thing, not necessarily
the ones we do now.

What kind of things do you get up to outside school?
TB: I look after my children, photography, I sing. That’s
pretty much what I do these days.
FH: Drawing, painting, researching fungi. As everyone
knows by now I’m runnning the Wakefield Peregrine
Project and public speaking. Those are the main things.

What was it that kept you at Ackworth for so long?
FH: The fact that it’s a nice school.
TB: It’s a lovely school. Successive headmasters have
tried to pin down what it is that Ackworth does that is
quite so special, but they’ve never been able to. If I had
a fiver for the number of members of the SMT that
have said if we could distill it and bottle it and sell it we’d
make a fortune. It’s the Quakers to be honest. The
Quakers on the staff when I arrived had huge effect on
me as a young man, the way they taught and listened to
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New School Officers
Martha Hathaway (Head Girl), Henry Hackwell
(Head Boy), Madison Cusworth, Kian Unwin,
Amelie Harper, Oli Stultz, Baitong
Phonthaweewathanachai, Lucas Culff.

Dutch Pupils’ Visit

Boarding

Leeds Art
Gallery visit

Bradford
Science &
Media
Museum
visit

We were looking for enthusiastic Junior School bakers
to take part in the Inter-House Great Ackworth Bake Off
and we certainly got them. The challenge was to
produce a celebration cake. The whole event was a
lovely day and the students were all amazing. Thanks
also go to Heather Gordon and Helen Batty for their
amazing support. The competition was close with only
nine marks between them all. The overall results are as
follows:

3rd place (equal): Penn and Gurney
2nd place: Fothergill
1st place: Woolman
Congratulations to all who took part!

Junior Bake Off

The Junior inter-house basketball event was
arranged with all four houses playing one another in
a round robin competition. Gurney and Woolman

played off for 3rd and 4th positions with Woolman
being victorious. In the final, Penn just held off
Fothergill by two points to be named the overall
winners. Penn actually won every game and were
deserving champions this year. The event was played
in great spirit with everyone having a good time.

School Officers
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Duke of
Edinburgh

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Practice at
Nidderdale! Well done to all students for
completing their expedition in wind and hail!

Basketball
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Obituary

Dr Mags Portman
(1988-91)
An Ackworth Old Scholar and one of the

leading pioneers of a drug that prevents HIV
has died from a rare form of cancer aged 44.

Dr Mags Portman was a prize-winning HIV consultant
at London's Mortimer Market Centre, a cutting-edge
sexual health clinic. She championed PrEP and helped
bring about the biggest reduction in HIV diagnoses in
British history long before the medical establishment.

Leading figures from across the HIV sector have paid
tribute to her "inspirational" work and dedication to
patients — as well as her limitless energy and
humour. Dr Portman died at a hospice in her home
town of Leeds. For two years she had been receiving
treatment for mesothelioma, a cancer affecting the
lining of the lungs.

Dr Portman was part of the team at the Royal London
Hospital, who in 2014 delivered an internationally
renowned study, proving beyond doubt PrEP's
efficacy. She later enabled fellow doctors to
recommend the medication to at-risk patients and
ensure they were monitored, before the NHS had
made it available. She brought key PrEP activists into
sexual health clinics to train doctors, and such
interventions, in particular from 2015 to 2016, helped
prevent thousands from becoming HIV-positive.

While continuing to fight for PrEP however, Portman
faced her own personal obstacle: mesothelioma.
After 20 years as a doctor, having been both a GP and
an HIV and sexual health consultant, she brought her
passion for public health to the field of cancer, writing
a blog where she charted the few highs and many
lows of a little-known form of the disease.

As well as keeping loved ones abreast of what was
happening in her treatment, Portman hoped to
educate and demystify the condition. She wrote of
the horrors — the chemo, exhaustion, weight loss,
anxiety, and depression — as well as the greatness of
human compassion, embodied in those around her,
and delivered by the institution for which she devoted
her career that now fought to preserve her life: the
NHS.

Portman's former colleague at the Royal London
Hospital, professor Chloe Orkin, chair of the British
HIV Association, said: "Mags Portman will always be
an unforgettable human being. Her deeply felt
convictions translated into true activism — an
activism which helped to unite health professionals
and the community to achieve PrEP for all. She has
been widely recognised within her lifetime as being a
prime mover, someone who has shaped the history
of PrEP in the UK. It was a true privilege to work with
her at the Royal London and to know her as a friend.
She is loved by so many and will be so deeply
missed."

Dr Mags Portman is survived by her husband Martin
and their children, Edward, and Freddie. The name of
her blog was ‘Not Doing Things By Half’ — a name
befitting her life.

Original content and photograph sourced from
Buzzfeed.com.
For the full article please see:
https://www.buzzfeed.com/patrickstrudwick/a-
pioneering-doctor-who-helped-revolutionise-hiv
-prevention?fbclid=IwAR0gT6--YeJsFmoKU3LQR-
WKOap3eY9XNWU-

The elder son of James and Isabella Westwood,
James was born on February 1st 1877 in
Hamilton, Lanarkshire, moving a few years

later to Dunfermline.

He attended High School in Dunfermline as “Dux” the
top pupil in the school with £40 in prize money. While
at school he was organist at Carnock Parish Church,
aged 13, for which he received a salary of £20 per
annum.

In 1894 he entered St Andrews University with a
scholarship of £120 and stayed for seven years with
further scholarships and coaching posts. He took his
Master’s Degree in Arts (Hons. English, History and
Political Economy) and was active in the athletic, social
and musical life of the University, prominent in the
Football X1, Tennis Club, Golf Club and a member of the
editorial staff of the University Magazine.

His first teaching post was at Sidcot School (1900 –
1902) after which he joined the staff at Ackworth, where
he remained until his retirement in 1942.

In 1913 he married Lilian Beatrice Jones (Scholar 1901-
1903) and throughout his long and faithful service as
Master and later Librarian, their home always gave a
warm welcome to colleagues and pupils past and
present.

During the First World War he served with the Friends’
Ambulance Unit at York.

He was the School’s first Librarian and his neat
handwriting and meticulous attention to detail laid a
fine foundation for those who succeeded him in that
office. A visitor acquainted with many famous schools
said of the library in James Westwood’s time ‘it is, in my
opinion, one of the best school libraries in the country’.

James served Old Scholars for many years both as
Easter Secretary and Editor of the Old Scholars’ Report,
corresponding with Old Scholars all over the world, one
of his greatest pleasures being receiving and answering
their letters. He also served as Old Scholars’ President
from 1945-1946.

James died aged 87 on 31 May 1964. In remembering
him the closing verse of his Presidential Address at
Easter 1946 seem most appropriate: ‘Ever to be the
best. To lead in whatsoever things are true; not stand
among the halting crew, the faint of heart, the feeble-
kneed, who tarry for a certain sign to make them follow
with the rest – O, let not their reproach be thine, but
ever be the best.’

Taken from the Old Scholars Report of 1964

Old Scholar News

James Westwood –
Teacher (1902-42)
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B@B
Our most recent business@breakfast featured Mike Croft
who spoke about the art of decision-making and the
development of the ‘This is Ackworth’ project. Twenty five
guests including current parents, old scholars, local
businesses, staff and students attended.
Business@breakfast is held every half term and enables local
businesses and Ackworth School parents to network, enjoy
breakfast and listen to informative and entertaining speakers.
If you would like to know more about business@breakfast
please contact nicola.gilbert@ackworthschool.com

Mabel Croll –
Teacher (1945-1953)
Mabel Croll was born in Edinburgh in 1922.

From the age of seven Mabel expressed her
wish to become a teacher and in her final

year at Tynemouth High School she was given the
opportunity to undertake classroom experience in
local schools.

In 1940 she gained a place at Northern Counties
College of Cookery and Domestic Science. There her
main subjects were supported by studies in the Theory
and Practice of Education, English, and Applied Science.
She specialised in Advanced Needlework and Textiles
in her final year. In 1943 the University of Durham
awarded her a ‘Three Year Certificate in Domestic
Science’ (with Credits). In 1945 she was offered a
position at Ackworth School.

The Headmaster, Philip Radley, and the staff at
Ackworth extended a warm welcome to Mabel and she
quickly settled in to her new environment. She was
accommodated with another member of staff in a
cottage called Coram located just outside the school
grounds. Occasionally one or two 6th form pupils
resided there too. All meals were taken in school. In
time she enjoyed the special friendship of staff
members including Victor Mendham and his wife and
family who lived in Ackworth Village, also Elizabeth
Taylor, one of the administrative staff.

Domestic Science was only introduced to the
curriculum of Ackworth School in 1943 and Mabel went
on to further develop course content and delivery. Her

teaching included subjects in nutrition and food
preparation, housecraft and needlework and she
worked with Victor Mendham, one of the Science
teachers, to develop an applied science element to
support the work undertaken in domestic science.
External examinations in the subject were offered at
Ordinary and Advanced level.

As well as formal teaching Mabel speaks of 6th form
boys in the 1940s and 50s working in her classroom,
sewing on the machines — which suggests that the
School was ahead of many other schools in Britain, as
it was the 1970s movement towards sex equality that
resulted in the acceptance of boys in the domestic
science area.

Mabel was a form teacher at Ackworth. At first the
group was made up of girls only, but when the school
became co-educational in 1946, the form included boys
and girls with an accompanying male teacher. The boys
and girls in the school remained separate and were not
allowed to speak to each other during the week.
However, after the Quaker Meeting on a Sunday they
were permitted to walk and talk to each other for an
hour.

Whilst Mabel left Ackworth School in 1953, her interest
in it never declined. She remained in touch with friends
on the staff for many years and kept informed about
the progress of the school, its staff and pupils via
content in the Old Scholars’ Association literature.
Today, a framed photograph of Ackworth staff and
pupils runs the length of a shelf in her room. There is
also a framed picture, produced by Mabel, showing the
layout of the school and its grounds, a picture
representing one that used to hang in Ackworth School
entrance.

After eight years Mabel moved from Ackworth back to
Northumberland to take-up a lecturing post in her
former Domestic Science teacher training college.

Throughout her teaching career Mabel built on her
experience and proved that she was not only a
formidable teacher, developing student knowledge and
skill, but she also showed that she was adaptable and
able to lead and manage new course developments
and meet the uncomfortable challenges metered out
by Government.

Mabel has always had that special quality of focusing
all her attention on the person to whom she is
speaking, making them feel special — and it could be
one of the reasons why so many former students and
teaching colleagues have kept in touch. Some send her
a card or letter, some telephone. Others have called on
her at her home or met her again at a student reunion
— of which there have been many. Facebook presents
an occasion in 2016 when Mabel met a group of old
students marking fifty years since they left Northern
Counties, and beneath a photograph of Mabel they
write ‘Still Sharp as her Needles Were’, a phrase filled
with meaning. At that time Mabel was 94 years old.

From 1979 Mabel was pro-active in creating a new life
for herself. She took-up voluntary work — helping to
teach adult literacy, taking books to people isolated in
their homes, visiting those in care and nursing homes,
in hospital and hospices. In addition the church played
an important part in her life and charities were also a
focus for her attention. At the same time Mabel cared
for close family members when they suffered from
failing health.

Whilst Mabel experienced difficulties with complex
health problems in recent years she remained
independent, her interests and activities hardly less
than when she first retired. However, in 2017 her health
deteriorated and she finally had to accept that she
could no longer manage in her own home and no
longer drive her beloved car. Instead, she now conducts
her affairs from a care home, welcoming visitors and
news from family and friends.
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Old Scholars
in Hong KongFrom left to right (top

row): Old Scholar Victoria
Pang (2000-2004), Head
Anton Maree and Ernest Li
(1982-1987) in Hong Kong.

Old Scholar Fixtures
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School Events
September
4 Term Begins
6 Clubs & Societies Fair 4pm
16 Parent & Form Teacher Meeting (6th Form)
19 Whole School Photograph
24 Open Morning 9:45am
27 Parent - Staff Meeting Newcomers
27-29 Leave Weekend

October
8+9 Individual Photographs
16 Founders’ Day
21 Half Term

November
4 Parent - Staff Meeting 2nd Form
11 4th Form & Lower 6th Exam week
15-17 Leave Weekend
19 Parent - Staff Meeting 1st Form
27 Open Morning 9:45am

December
6 Carol Concert 12 noon
6 Term Ends 1pm

Coram House
September
12 PSA AGM & Curriculum Evening 6:45pm
19 Whole School Photograph

October
8-9 Individual and Class Photographs
16 Founders’ Day
17 Harvest Festival
29 EYFS & Pre-Prep Parents’ Evening 4pm
30 Prep Parents’ Evening 4pm

November
6 EYFS & Pre-Prep Parents’ Evening 5pm
7 Prep Parents’ Evening 5pm

December
3 EYFS-Y6 Christmas Parties 1:30pm
4 Junior Christmas Concert 7pm
6 Pre-Prep Nativity

Autumn Term

at a Glance

Jasmine Edwards
Scraper board, 2019

Harry Dean
Gouache, 2019

Amelie Harper
Graphite and oil paint
on textbook paper,
2018


