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whether to award a grant for a new building or for
scholarships, a grant funder will ask about participation
from alumni, parents, and friends. Without the support of
these key constituents, granting organisations would not
have the confidence in the institution to provide their
support as well. In short, it all begins with you.
Gifts to Ackworth School are just one part of the
relationship with the School. Volunteering, coming to
Ackworth for reunions, attending Easter Gathering, even if
only for Saturday morning or afternoon, staying in touch
with friends and former teachers and the community as a
whole, and giving are all important facets of a strong
relationship with Ackworth School. It is our sincere hope
that old scholars, parents, and friends will participate in
every aspect of this relationship.

How can you support us?
There are many ways in which you can support
Ackworth School; these are detailed below. All your
donations, no matter what size, are invaluable so I
thank you for your support.

which offers far more information about some of these
projects.
Ackworth School is fortunate to have stunning facilities for
a small school, but time moves on and we have to keep
modernising those facilities to make sure that our
education remains relevant and appropriate. We are
looking into the future . . . and a long way ahead at that.
Our vision is rooted in our ethos, in what we want our
pupils to become. Exceptional facilities will help to equip
our pupils for the future so that they can help to better
society as a whole.
We need to raise funds to bring about these changes
because money gained through fees pays for the day to
day running costs of Ackworth School, which include
salaries, renovation, repairs and maintenance, educational
technology, catering, administrative support, cleaning,
laundry, nursing, sport, activities, security and transport.
Despite these costs we have to ensure that our fees
remain competitive and offer value for money to parents
across a wide social group. It would take an impractically
high increase in fees to support the substantial
programme of capital projects necessary to ensure that
the school remains a popular choice for parents who place
importance upon the health and happiness of their
children whilst pursuing academic success.
Ackworth needs to raise funds because it is not well
endowed. We are wrongly perceived as being a wealthy
school but this is not the case. Whilst we have a great deal
of land, including the Carr Bridge playing field, which was
leased to the Parish Council in 1953 for 82 years at a
peppercorn rent in order to provide recreational facilities
for the community, it is mostly agricultural and is not for
sale.
We wish to keep our fees affordable for the many families
which support us and we have therefore started a
comprehensive and continuous fundraising campaign
driven by our new Foundation Office. In order to build on
past achievements and bring our ambitious programme
of future improvements to fruition, we need to
supplement fee income with support from other sources.
At present Ackworth School only has three forms of
income – fees, gifts and rental income from land and
facilities.
If you or your child has been the recipient of an Ackworth
School education, then you will have received the
generous support of alumni, parents, and benefactors of
the Ackworth family who have supported the School
through generations. They paid for the improvements that
allowed you or your child to have access to facilities that
provided a beneficial education. We need you to help us
give today's and future pupils the opportunities that you or
your child had at Ackworth School.
Giving to Ackworth has value for several reasons. Giving
indicates support of the overall direction of the School,
which is extremely important to other funding sources,
such as grant funders. For example, when considering
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odern school buildings cost a great deal.
Despite this, a large independent school in
the south of England is fortunate that an
old scholar donated enough money to allow

the school to build 20 new classrooms, all furnished
and equipped with new technology. On the other side
of the world, another private school in Sydney,
Australia, had a single donation of $1.5 million towards
a new theatre.
Either of these gifts would of course be very welcome and
it has happened before when the Andrews Wing was built.
That is not to say that we need 20 new classrooms, or a
new theatre; we would rather enhance what we have whilst
adding facilities that enrich the education we offer. To do
this we need your help!
Many will know that we are renovating the Grade 1 listed
buildings adjacent to our swimming pool and know that
we seek to improve the educational technology in our
classrooms; but we also need to replace musical
equipment in our Music Centre and seek to enhance our
Drama Department. I would like to draw your attention to
our newly launched fundraising page on the school website

M

Renewal Fund
We have established the Renewal Fund to refurbish
our buildings and to capitalise new facilities.
Additional fundraising is essential so that Ackworth
can continue to provide the best possible
education for your child and future generations.
We aim to raise enough money to complete our
projects at the swimming pool, improve our
artificial sports surfaces, particularly the tennis
courts and astroturf and add educational
technology to our classrooms as super-fast
broadband is installed next year.

Opportunities Fund
The Opportunities Fund enables us to help children
access all that the school has to offer by giving
them financial assistance in the form of means
tested bursaries. It also supports our enrichment
activities through our Independent State School
Partnerships. You could make a donation by
cheque and post it to us at Ackworth School, or
follow this link:
https://www.ackworthschool.com/connect/fundraising/
If you are a UK tax payer, we can claim an extra
25% in Gift Aid on top of your donation at no extra
charge to you. Simply fill in your details on the
donation form, or let us know when you make your
donation. If you choose to leave a legacy to
Ackworth School, any such bequest will be free
from Inheritance Tax.
Every pound you give goes towards realising
Ackworth’s goals. Should you choose not to
designate your gift then Ackworth will invest your
donation in the Renewal or Opportunities Fund.
These funds support the school’s long-term
priorities.
We hope that parents, staff and old scholars will
recognise the critical importance of continual
development and that you will support the School.
Gifts to the school range in size from £20 to six
figure sums. Whilst large gifts are important to the
school’s economic strength, every gift DOES matter
and every gift DOES make a difference.

Head
Anton Maree



Kindergarten

Sports Day

Our older children have been experiencing life in
big school by attending Kindergarten each Friday.
Their day begins with a swimming lesson with Miss
Hoar followed by a fun but carefully structured day.
This valuable learning experience will continue
until the end of term to prepare the children for
Reception Class in September.

On 23rd May our annual Sports Afternoon gave
the children the opportunity to proudly show off
their athleticism in front of their families. All the
children competed in the running, obstacle, bat
and bean bag and bunny hop races. Badges and
certificates were awarded to each competitor
for participation and sportsmanship. The post
race ice cream was also very well received!

On Tuesday 8th May we enjoyed a visit to Pontefract
Castle. The children explored the grounds and were
really interested to learn about how the residents of the
castle lived all those years ago. Our exciting visit ended
with a picnic in the sunshine. On our return to Nursery,
the children were eager to reinforce their learning by
painting, drawing and building models of how the castle
looked when it was first built.

Pontefract Castle

NURSERY NEWSNursery
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On Sunday 20th May we visited the Hepworth Gallery in
Wakefield to see the Anthony McCall exhibition. The artist
had used a projector to draw shapes onto a wall in a dark
room. The light rays caught particles in the air which
looked like smoke enveloping you while you stood in the
light. Every so often the shape from the projector would
move and change, allowing a different feel to the space
around us, letting our imaginations change along with the
light rays and shapes. After exploring McCall’s work and
learning how he had created the projections, we went
down to the café for a lovely coffee to end a nice day. For
Viktoria and myself, it was an amazing way to spend our
last trip in U6th before we go on study leave. A massive
thank you to Miss Devine and Dr Aziz.

Jessica Tither and Viktoria Davydenko, U6th (Year 13)

Hepworth Visit

Watercolour
from Oz
Towards the end of April the school was sent a
watercolour of Ackworth School in the 18th century.
The picture arrived from Perth, in Western Australia,
from a man called Peter Hammond. The picture had
been rescued from a waste recycling plant in Perth,
simply because Peter Hammond was interested in
the frame. The watercolour is a copy of a black and
white print which we have in school. Having
researched both the picture and the school, Peter
Hammond kindly sent the watercolour which has
now been framed and will go in the Head's office.
The Head also has the original black and white
drawing, both of which can be seen below.

International
Centre

students
creating
fantastic

scraperboard
responses

for their
Portraiture

project

Art



Ullswater Trip

CORAM HOUSE

Coram children have been busy over the past
few weeks. As well as sessions in school on
‘what makes a good leader?’ they have also

been completing their own individual ‘challenge
grids’ at home. Tasks such as random acts of
kindness, helping out a neighbour, taking old
newspapers to the RSPCA, washing a neighbour’s
car and donating to a charity shop are just some of
the environmental and community challenges they
have been involved in.

At school pupils have researched inspiration leaders
and presented them in assemblies each week. In
addition, they have carried out class challenges to make
as many paper bags as possible under strict criteria (to
appreciate how many paper bags children in India have
to make to earn rupees). We have been out into the
community to talk to the public about any issues they
find with Ackworth. The children created
questionnaires and had great feedback from everyone
they met.

We are on the final stretch now...the children have
decided on a community project, and using Francis
Hickenbottom’s recent video footage of otters in the

River Went (one of which is snagged in rubbish) we are
focussing on a ‘river-pick’ in and along the River Went in
Ackworth. The children will be writing to WMDC to
secure litter-pickers, gloves and bags, as well as our
local MP about the issue of rubbish in the river and
surrounding area. We are hoping also to invite families
and the public in to help with the litter pick along the
River Went and in the river too.

There are very exciting times ahead! All the children
have been thoroughly involved in the whole decision
and planning process and are really becoming the
‘change you want to see’ in their local community. What
a fantastic experience it has been for them.

Katie Staton,
Head of Teaching and Learning and Year 6 Teacher

Moderation for Early Years
This term, Wakefield Council chose Ackworth
School to moderate their Early Years setting. A
moderator from the council came into Coram
House and looked at the teaching and
assessment of Reception children and gave a
percentage mark on its effectiveness and
accuracy of its students’ learning. The
moderator was very impressed with the setting
and awarded us a mark of 100% saying “all
judgements were accurate and in line with the
exemplification” and that “the work on transition
is a particular strength of the setting”.

C�am

House

C�am
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Silent reflection time before hot chocolate and
bed in Ullswater

A lovely morning at Ullswater

Climbing with a view



The First Form (Year 7) have been studying tectonic
hazards this term. They started with plate boundaries
and 1H made some fantastic models of destructive
boundaries. 1W also worked on individual projects at
home on any aspect of plate tectonics – with some
great results, including posters, models and even
delicious cake!

We have also done a case study of the Mount St Helens
eruption – and pupils have worked in groups to create
and present television news programmes as if from the
day of the event.

Ros Noble, Head of Geography

First Form
Geography

“I was really interested in my project and enjoyed
thinking about how I was going to make it. It came
out better than I thought!” James Bower (1W)

“One of the many
reasons I really
enjoyed doing the
Mt St Helens skit
was that I got to
combine two
of my favourite
lessons in school,
geography and
drama. We also got
to share our
group’s knowledge
with the rest of the
class and entertain
them with our
Oscar-worthy
performance!”
Luke Peaker (1H)

“I really enjoyed how everyone worked really hard and
had great enthusiasm on the Mount St Helens drama
work.” Theo Culff (1H)

“I really enjoyed the whole team building challenge
because we worked together, helped each other and

learnt a lot about how we all work in different ways.”
Annabel Harper (1W)

“I challenged 1W to create a piece of work based on the structure of the earth or plate boundaries.
The results were all brilliant and beyond my expectations, especially the cake which showed the four
layers of the interior of the Earth in full colour!” Elena Clark, Geography Teacher

8 www.ackworthschool.com www.ackworthschool.com 9
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Royal
Wedding
Party

On Friday 18th May, Shed Court
celebrated the wedding of Prince
Harry and Meghan Markle by having a
small party. We had buns, sandwiches
and I made a Victoria sponge cake. We
also made some masks imitating the
royal family; we put up a banner, hung
bunting, and wore flower fascinators
and a hat to make it look like we were
guests.

Hannah Britton (ARU)

For Sport Relief we took part in the one billion
steps challenge. This was a challenge set by
Sport Relief for the country to complete one
billion steps per day. The staff and pupils at
Shed Court did extra walking in PE, break time,
lunchtime, and any spare time we had. The
pupils, including Stevie, Evie, Jack, Claude,
Hannah, Jamie and myself, used pedometers to
measure how many steps we did.

Also Hannah and Evie sold some cakes that
Hannah and Miss Finn had made.

We hit our target of 500,000 steps in a week and
we managed to raise over £100!

The money will go to various projects around
the UK and the world including helping more
than 50,000 people, in the UK, living with a
mental health problem.

Ross Bolland (ARU)

Shed Court Relief

AUTISM RESOURCE

On 23 April, Shed Court incubated
seven chicken eggs for 21 days.
Only three chicks hatched, but we
were okay with that. One of the

chicks was born with a deformed leg, but we took extra care of it with the
help of Mr Roots. The chick is now in a sanctuary where it is being cared
for. The other two chicks were fit and well trying to fly, so we let them
free in Methley Farm, where they will be safe and happy.

Chickens

Autism

Bake
Off
The Bake Off was a
fabulous experience.
We started off being
nervous when we looked
around at the seven other
teams. However, when we took our
biscuits out of the oven they were amazing and the
decorating went exactly to plan. The technical scone
challenge went well and we were finished in no time.
We had time to watch some of the Royal Wedding too
which was good fun. The judging was so nerve-
racking waiting to find out how we had all done. When
Woolman was called out and we were given first place
we were overjoyed.

Ella Hinchcliffe and Bani Bhinder, 1st Form (Year 7)

We have appointed new School Officers for
the coming academic year: Jason Lok is Head
Boy and Ellie White is Head Girl. Jason and
Ellie are supported by Marlo
de Abreu, Harry Anderson,
Emma Forrester, Hannah
Wilson, Neda Radonjic and
Okemdinulochineke
(Okemdi) Ahaneku.

HSK Chinese

New Officers

To learn Chinese in England is not an easy thing,
because there is not a Chinese atmosphere. Every day
when I get home, I practise Chinese for 20 - 30 minutes.
I have passed level 1 and 2 in my HSK test. My next goal
is to pass level 3 next year. I wish I could study and work
in both countries when I grow up, also to understand
different cultures.

James Linch, Year 6



French: Les Fourberies de
Scapin Theatre Visit

From 17th century to the Roaring Twenties,
this Gatsby-style adaptation of Les
Fourberies de Scapin gave a new lease of

life to the French classic. The updated story took
place down by the docks of New Orleans in the
height of the Jazz Age, and there was twice the
slapstick, twice the laughs, and a production
positively oozing with glamour and style!

The story begins with two sets of lovers, whose
relationships are forbidden under social
convention, and whose parents intend to marry
them off to other people, in order to form strategic
alliances. Enter Scapin: a loveable rogue and con-
artist who agrees to help the couples (with some
selfish motives, of course), scamming their miserly
parents out of their large fortunes, leaving chaos
and hilarity in his wake. There are love-triangles,
misunderstandings, and as much slapstick as you
can shake a stick at.

“It was a great experience going to watch a play in
French. We arrived at Leeds University not knowing
what to expect, whether we would understand it, or
how difficult it would be. As soon as the play started
we knew it would be a challenge to keep up, but we
realised that if you concentrated really hard and picked
out words you knew you could understand the gist of
the story. After the lighting exploded half way through,
there was an early interval, where we found ourselves
buying cake and sweets in the students’ supermarket.
The second half was much easier to understand for
me, probably because we had got a feel of it in the first
half. All in all, it was really useful to go and watch, to
see how much French we know and how much we need
to improve as some of the time everyone in the
audience was laughing and we were sitting there
confused or pretending to laugh! I hope there is
another trip to go on.”

Ben Cawood, 4th Form (Year 10)

Pupils in the Second and Third Years studying German
wrote ‘Elfchen’ poems this term after reading the poem
‘Gefunden’ by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. ‘Elfchen’, as
the name suggests, are poems containing eleven words,
and pupils chose topics as diverse as ‘Tears’, ‘Leaves’,
‘Pets’ and even ‘Pizza’ as the subject of their writing.
Hopefully, writing their ‘Elfchen’ and reading Goethe’s
beautiful poem will help to dispel the myth that German
is a mechanical and harsh-sounding language.

Andrew Hilton, Head of German

German:
‘Elfchen’

House Readings are an important part of the
Sixth Form experience at Ackworth. Although
public speaking can be quite a daunting task

which exposes fears and insecurities, it can also be
an empowering one. When the sixth formers have
done a ‘good’ House Reading and connected with
their audience it can really boost their confidence,
raise their profile and give them a great sense of
achievement.

The process of writing a House Reading enables the
sixth formers to strengthen their critical thinking skills.
Working in pairs to research, draft and redraft a reading
which others will find interesting makes the students
think carefully about the way they communicate. This is
particularly important as our sixth form is wonderfully
diverse and English is not everyone’s first language.

House Readings this year have been particularly strong
and I think this demonstrates the value that the sixth
formers place on them.

Alex Collingwood, Assistant Head of Sixth Form

Gurney House Reading – Tom
Wilks, L6th (Year 12)
“If you cannot teach me to fly, teach me to sing”, said Peter
Pan. This quote sums up perfectly the pleasure and
importance of singing for me.

Henry Wordsworth Longfellow said, “Music is the
universal language of mankind” and whilst languages have
never been my strong point (in fact I’m rubbish at them),
music has opened doors for me and allowed me to travel
to different countries and experience some wonderful
sights.

My singing journey began at seven years of age, when I
received an invitation from Jonathan Bielby, the Director
of Music at Wakefield Cathedral, inviting me for a voice test
to become a chorister. ‘Sing Hosanna’ has never been so
important to anyone and the benefits of singing that one
hymn have shaped my life ever since.

For many people, their school days are spent on the
football pitch or at some other sporting activity but mine
have been spent in a succession of draughty cathedrals.
My parents often tell me that they will be forever grateful
that I was a singer and not a sportsman. They much prefer
to be sitting on an uncomfortable wooden pew in a
Cathedral, than standing in the freezing cold rain at the
side of a football pitch in the middle of winter.

Apart from St Paul’s Cathedral and York Minster, I also
have been fortunate enough to sing live on Radio 4 Choral
Evensong and done two recordings of Songs of Praise. It is
unbelievable how many recordings are made before the
producer is happy with the version to be broadcast on
television. If you have ever marvelled at how well the
congregation sing during Songs of Praise, it is because they
fill the Church with choirs from around the area and only
admit a small number of the normal congregation.

My singing has taken me to Belgium, Holland, New York,
Italy and the Isle of Man. Singing at the Closing Ceremony

at the Menin Gate, at the Ypres Memorial, is a memory that
will stay with me forever. Not only was it an amazing
experience but it also had a very personal aspect to it.

My great, great uncle was killed at the battle of
Passchendaele in 1917 and having passed through the
Menin Gate on the way to battle, he was buried at a War
Graves Cemetery just down the road. No member of the
family had ever visited his grave but this gave us the
opportunity to pay our respects and lay poppies at his
grave. It was a moving family experience that only became
possible through my singing.

Choral singing is a team game and I learnt from a young
age that a lack of practice impacts on everyone else. Four
evenings a week and two services on Sunday soon makes
you appreciate that practice really does make perfect, and
the feeling of satisfaction when everyone is consistent and
supporting each other is amazing.

Whilst singing is my main hobby and I want to make a
career out of it, I appreciate that not everyone has this
same passion. Some strange people, for example, love
maths or football.

However, I would urge anyone who has never taken music
seriously to simply give it a try. Our music teachers are
supportive and encouraging and the personal satisfaction
that you will achieve by being a member of a choir is very
rewarding. I am not asking you to practise every night or
give up your Sundays that you spend on the football pitch,
but just take part. Join the choir or wipe away the dust from
that musical instrument that you haven’t taken out of its
case since Junior School. Who knows, you may get the bug
and open up a new chapter in your life.”

House Readings
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The Tenner Challenge is run by Young Enterprise. It
provides a highly interactive way for students to
develop their key employability skills as they make as
much profit as possible from £10.

“The Tenner Challenge encouraged us to work together as
a team, starting with coming up with our own idea for a
business and organising how we were going to run it. We
each had different roles: marketing the business, doing the
accounts and the logistics of purchasing the products to
sell. We all took part in selling and we made over £100
over the four week challenge.

Our business was an international sweet shop, selling
snacks and sweets for pupils who wanted to have a sweet
treat at break time.

We found that running a shared business was not easy; it
did come with its fair share of challenges! We had to share
out the tasks fairly and spend the money wisely, based on
what our customers wanted.

Overall, we learned a lot about how to run a business and
how to work with others. We think we did a great job and
had an interesting time doing so.”

Darcey Ducker, Jasmine Edwards and Grace Dibb
2nd Form (Year 8)

I had been investigating ‘Were the German people
active and enthusiastic participants in the
Holocaust?’ for my History coursework. As part of
this I had the chance to participate in the Holocaust
Education Trust’s ‘Lesson from Auschwitz project’.
This included meeting a holocaust survivor Eva
Clarke who was born on the steps of Mauthausen
death camp (there was a BBC documentary made
about her). Her story was heart-wrenching and

highly emotive. Being in the same room as
someone who had lost her father and many of her
family at the hands of the Nazi regime had a lasting
effect on me. I also visited the death camp in
Poland ‘Auschwitz and Birkenau’. The most
powerful images that I will take away were the
victims’ shoes on display in one of the exhibitions.
The quantity and the human context of this had a
profound effect on my understanding of the
period.

Francesca Whiting, U6th (Year 13)

Holocaust
Conisbrough Castle

We think they’ve had a good time!

Students are now exploring the castle in the
glorious sunshine.

First Form taking part in ‘Tales from the
Keep’ at Conisbrough.

Engaged by enjoying - making a
judgement about home or defence.

Tenner Challenge
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Emily Sanderson
Lucy Assassa
Best Prop - The Barrel
Best contribution to the Festival - Robyn Wickham
Best Male Performance - Dominic Sanderson
Best Female Performance - Hannah Savage
Most Innovative Production - Fothergill
Best Production - Woolman

The performance of ‘The Play that goes Wrong’ by
Woolman for the Inter-House Drama Competition was
a highly polished and brilliantly sustained piece of
theatre. To have singled out one of the performances
for special mention would be a disservice to the other

performers – and indeed the whole team. To get laughs
from an Ackworth audience is not easy, to get them all
the way through a production from beginning to end is
virtually unheard of. There were so many special
moments: the barrel – obviously, the sword fight with
ribbon blood and dragging Amelie’s body off stage from
under the curtain! They deserve the highest praise and
commendation.

But particular praise must go to their director – a young
man who has been the face of inter-house drama this
year and who has distinguished himself directing a
team of people many of whom were two and three
years older than him: Ben Cawood.

Richard Vergette, Head of Drama

Last year many people from the sixth form
who took drama left, so it was up to the
GCSE students to step up and take control

of Inter-House Drama. I decided that I fancied
taking on the role as the director for Woolman
so set about hunting for a script. This was the
hardest part of the job. Looking online, all the
scripts were written by amateurs, or for
children, and so I found it extremely hard to
find anything that was remotely suitable. I
signed up for countless script companies (many
of which I still get spam email from!) although
none of them were any good.

It was then I remembered going to the theatre to
see ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’ a few months
previously. I remembered constantly laughing
throughout and it was then that I decided that that
was what we were going to do. I bought the play on
Amazon and spent a Saturday cutting and typing
up the rest of it. This was another tricky part as I
am a bit of a hoarder when it comes to cutting
although I thought I had managed to cut the play
to about 25 minutes. In the end though, it turned
out that it was 40 minutes long! I found out that
that was twice the length of any other inter-house
drama piece and suddenly realised the amount of
work it would take to put on the play, because it
was not only so long, but also because there were
so many stunts to get right and so many props to
have in the correct place.

After cutting and typing I needed a cast of people
who were willing to spend the term rehearsing the
piece of drama. It was then I realised that I’d have
to stand up in house meeting. It was the first time
I had ever had to do anything like that so the
nerves were kicking in. I did it, and got a cast of 12,
with almost an equal number of boys and girls. The
final cast was:

Bob Head of Drama Society Harry Anderson

Jonathan Plays Charles Haversham Daiki Kawasaki

Robert Plays Thomas Colleymoore Ben Cawood

Dennis Plays Perkins Pete Jackson

Backstage Crew Thea White &
Ryan Lie

Sandra Plays Florence Colleymoore Amelie Harper

Max Plays Cecil Haversham Ed Ducker

Chris Plays Inspector Carter Darcey Ducker

Annie Stage Manager Libby Pawson

Trevor Member of Crew Sam Raby

The first read through was on the final week of the
autumn term. I asked everyone to learn lines
during the holidays, knowing that it wouldn’t
happen! After the holidays we practised after
school on Thursday and about two lunch times a
week, depending on what we needed to do and
who could make it. But to start that all off I had to
start up in Morning Meeting. This was a step up
from house meeting. I waited for a free slot and
stood up and started speaking, although it turns
out I interrupted Mrs Donnelly which must have
been quite funny, but I was oblivious to it all. All I
could see was many pairs of 1st-3rd year eyes
staring at me!

The rehearsals started off almost straight away,
however they got off to a rocky start. My trouble
was keeping everyone on task which I found really
difficult as I struggle to be strict. However, I
realised a way round that was to only rehearse
small sections at once and spend more time on
small bits. That worked well, I found, and the
rehearsals began to move much more smoothly

Inter-House Drama and they were much more productive. Maybe they
weren’t as enjoyable for people, but we were
making progress. Another issue was that people are
so busy, me included, so fitting rehearsals in was a
job, but I found that if I brought cake, somehow
everyone turned up!

The rehearsals were moving along swiftly. I
originally thought we had until the end of term, but
by half term the date had been set for 8th March,
which was two weeks earlier than I originally
thought. However, I had no issues with that other
than the fact that the knowledge of lines was
limited. The days were passing and I was actually
getting concerned about line learning. The Sunday
before 8th March we came into school and
rehearsed for two and a half hours. However still
not many people knew lines. After a quick cast
switch, we entered the final week. Lines were learnt
by the Wednesday and inter-house drama was on
the Thursday.

The night of the performance went better than in
rehearsals and so I was incredibly pleased. For
some reason the performance generally does go
better than rehearsals but I guess this is because
you have an audience watching, who hopefully
react to the performance and make you do the best
performance you can do. ‘The Play That Goes
Wrong’ is a farcical play, which is incredibly funny if
it is done well. When the night was over I felt that
the whole cast had done exceptionally well and had
done themselves proud, especially since a couple of
people on stage had never done anything like this
before. The atmosphere back stage was calm and
cool which is great to see and it was obvious to me
that everyone backstage was enjoying themselves
immensely.

For those of you that don’t know ‘The Play That Goes
Wrong’ was written in 2012 by Jonathan Sayers,
Henry Lewis and Henry Shields. The play is a play

within a play, and the idea is that the cast are part
of the Cornley Polytechnic Drama Society and they
are appalling actors. Because of this the play is full
of things that go wrong. My favourite example is
when the character of Sandra, playing Miss
Colleymoore is accidently knocked out by many of
the other stage crew bursting open the door. I find
that moment incredibly funny. In our version
though it was impossible to yank Sandra (played by
Amelie) through a window so instead we dragged
her through a curtain which was just as good.

We performed only the first act of the play, with the
second act being cut, mainly because we didn’t have
enough time but also because the second act
involved many tricky stunts, such as a whole
platform falling down from above with people on it,
people getting rolled about in a clock and the whole
set collapsing on the cast as the finale!

Directing the inter-house drama was a great
experience that gave me the opportunity to have a
go at group leadership which is a very valuable life
skill in my opinion. Also having to stand up in
meeting has given me another great experience and
according to Mr Dancer I improved from start to
finish (Mr Dancer gave me some tips!).

My biggest regret is not filming it so we could watch
it ourselves, but the mad dash before the
performance made it completely disappear from
my mind!

I am looking forward to taking part
in inter-house drama next
year and I can’t wait to
see what play we do
next time. I hope
that Woolman can
have a chance at
winning again
next year.

Inter-House Drama
Commendations
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Salters' Festival
Earlier this term four members of the Second Form, Max
Cooper, Evelyn Salter, Layla Johnson and Emily Sanderson
represented the school. They competed against 15 other
schools in the regional round of the Salters' Festival of
Chemistry Competition at the University of Leeds.

The competition involved forensic
chemistry, neutralisation and code
breaking. The students did
extremely well in a highly
competitive environment and came
third overall.

Daniel Jones, Chemistry Teacher

Quakerism

In RE, Year 6 have been studying Quakerism.
We got to decide what we wanted to learn
about because it is a child-led project. We are
making our own booklets about Quakerism.
Once we are done with this, we are presenting
a video to the whole school. So far, we have
learnt about George Fox, Quaker values, a
question of your choice and silence.
We met and interviewed a Quaker, David
Bunney and asked him some questions about
Quakerism. Before this project, when we had
silence, everybody thought this silence was
wasting time, but it’s not. Can you think of the
last time when you had a moment of silence
to reflect?

Chris Readman joined Ackworth School in 1986,
32 years ago, not as a lab assistant as most
people now know her, but as an

administration assistant, responsible for booking
all the travel arrangements of the boarders.

“Back then, there were a lot of overseas boarders,” she
says. “There were five houses – Coram, which at that time
was the junior boys’ boarding house, Boys’ School House,
Girls’ School House, Ackworth House (for the intermediate
age girls) and Seatons for the older girls. There was a lot of
work to do and it was quite a stressful job. Often on the
last day of term I’d have to stay until 10pm in order to
complete all the charges for flights, rail and taxi bookings
which went on the bill as they were done manually then.

“The school was a very different place then. It has definitely
evolved. With more boarders were more staff who lived in
school and who stayed until late. Most staff would eat tea
in school in the Housekeeper’s Room. Nowadays, with
more day pupils, staff tend to be ‘day staff’ and go back to
their own homes for the evenings.”

Chris had her office tucked away at the side of the
Meeting House. “Attention to detail was key, having lots
of young borders to organise the travel for. They went
down on the trains unaccompanied to London, had to be
picked up from the train by carers known as ‘country aunts’
and had to stay overnight with them. Then they were
escorted to their respective airports and handed to the
airport staff as unaccompanied minors.”

Nowadays she is generally to be found in her lab room
on the science corridor, next to the lab of the Head of
Chemistry, Nayyar Aziz. Chris moved roles back in 1992
when the lab technician before her retired. “It was time
for me to start a family and with term time work and
school holidays, along with more regular hours, it was the
right job at the right time,” she says. Now her daughter,
Nicole, is 24. She has followed Chris into a similar role,
studying Food Science at the University of Nottingham
and now working as a food scientist.

However, the role of a lab technician is not a simple
one. Her responsibilities are wide-ranging. “I’m not from
a science background, but I’ve had to learn,” she says.
Chris started her working life at 16 for Doncaster
Council. She was given day release to do shorthand and
typing and worked in administration in the housing and
lettings department. After that she moved to the
National Coal Board and worked there for ten years as
PA to the manager in the Central Store. When the coal
crisis arrived, so did many redundancies and so Chris
finished there in 1986.

“Because I was made redundant I did an ABTA qualification
in travel and applied when the travel job came up at
Ackworth,” says Chris. Now though, her duties include
making up solutions, working out and measuring the
quantities required for different chemicals and doing
the dilutions from concentrates which are used in
practicals. Among her many different roles, she orders
glass wear, makes the glass wear for experiments,
heating and bending the glass, sorting out charge
sheets, photocopying and stock keeping. She also has
to check the specific hazards in the labs and helps with
any risk assessments.

What qualities are needed for a lab technician?
According to Nayyar Aziz, a lab technician needs to be
organised, able to multi task, have a careful attitude,
work with precision and accuracy and able to see
dangers and react to dangers. These are all qualities
Chris has, he says, adding that he could not do without
her.

“I see this place as my family,” says Chris. “All the heads of
department that I’ve worked for have been lovely and
supportive. It’s like an extended family and I’ve loved
working here. You don’t stay here for 32 years if you don’t
feel like that!”
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Factfile
Name: Chris Readman
Age: A touch over 21
Home: Campsall, South Yorkshire
Children: One
School: Campsmount High School
Job Title: Laboratory technician

Christine Readman

M�t a Lab

Technician

Staff News
The following members of staff have left during
the school year:
Roy Simpson, Deputy Clerk of Works, who began at
the school in August 2006 retired in April 2018.
Andy Rushton, Clerk of Works, who began in
December 2005, retired at the end of June 2018.
Steve Winder, Joiner, who began in January 1994
retired in March 2018.
Brent Moran, Assistant Bursar, who began in July
1999 retired at the end of June 2018.
Christine Horbury, Domestic Assistant, who began in
September 2012, moved away from the area in
January 2018.
Michael Isherwood, Teacher in the Autism Resource
began at the school in September 2015. He leaves to
do supply work nearer to home.
Rebecca Nicholson, Maths Teacher, who began in
September 2004 left in January 2018 after the birth of
her baby last year.
Richard Vergette, Head of Drama, who began in
September 2011 retires at the end of August.
Stevie-Ann Harrison goes on maternity leave in
September.

Long Service Awards
The following long service awards have been made:
10 years service:
Patricia Rowbotham, Catering Assistant, 10 years, 18
February 2018
Denise Shaw, Catering Department, 10 years, 2 May
2018
Susan Armitage, HLTA in Coram House, 10 years, 16
June 2018
Anita Deal, Catering Assistant, 10 years, 29 October
2017
25 years service:
Tom Plant – Head of History – 25 years on 1
September 2017
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Three students recently sat the
Maths Olympiad paper for their
age groups, with six involved
questions to answer in two hours.
Third former Jamie Liu was
awarded a merit and fifth former
Jamie Dobbie gained a distinction and a
medal for being in the top 100 for his paper. Kathy Su
(also fifth form) achieved a distinction, gaining a medal
and a book prize for being in the top 50. We
congratulate all three on their achievements and the
delight they show in applying their skills so successfully
beyond the regular class work.

In January we met as a group to design a map for the
Art Trail, ‘Made in Ackworth ‘. The design work involved
creating drawings and paintings of different locations
around the village.
On the day of the Art Trail, we visited each of the
featured artists. We really enjoyed looking at the
artwork, particularly that of Claire Lake, who kindly
gifted us a glass fusion workshop in thanks for our help
with the map design. We had never used glass as a
material in Art before and enjoyed the opportunity to
explore this new technique.

Rebecca Puels, L6th (Year 12) and
Louisa Young, L6th (Year 12)

On Thursday 19th April Layla Johnson, Evelyn
Salter, Jasmine Walker and Rhys Wickham
attended the UKMT Junior Team Maths
Challenge Regional Final at The Mount School
in York. The competition combined
mathematical communication and teamwork
skills and allowed the students to develop their
enjoyment of mathematics outside of the
normal classroom setting. The students worked
brilliantly the whole day and whilst the team did
not qualify for the National Final, they should
be proud of their hard work and what they
managed to achieve.

Inter-House Music
The Inter-House Music Competition was a very
successful event with many stand-out
performances from each House. Many came to
support the event and it was great to see pupils
getting behind each house. Penn House choir
deserves a special mention with an energetic
performance of ‘Five Hundred Miles’, complete
with dance routine and they had the greatest
number of competitors. It was a close race to the
end with Fothergill winning the Choir category,
including some excellent solo performances, but
the overall winner of the Inter-House Music
Competition was Gurney.

Daniel Marks, Director of Music

Recently we participated in Inter-House Music. This
event involved a huge amount of preparation,
particularly when trying to coordinate the different
year groups. It was also difficult finding enough
solo performers as many people have talents we
do not know about. However the event was a
success and Gurney managed to have a performer
for each category which meant we got the
maximum number of points for participation.
Everyone performed exceedingly well especially
the choir. The hard work paid off as Gurney won
the inter-house trophy. Thank you to everyone
who made the event a success!

Sydney-Jay Barlow (U6th) Gurney House

HMC Singing Day

Choir

Opera

Having a great time at the
HMC singing day at Yarm

Coram Choir came joint
second in Pontefract
Music Festival. A fantastic
achievement _ well done!

Night out at the Opera! Music students having
a real experience of The Marriage of Figaro.

Intermediate
Mathematical
Olympiad

UKMT Junior
Team Maths
ChallengeThere are ——— vowels in this short sentence.

Which of the following options should replace
"———" to make the sentence in the box true?
A twelve B thirteen C fourteen
D fifteen E sixteen
That was question 21 of the 25 in this year’s
Junior Maths Challenge. Thirty-five of the 1st
and 2nd form pupils were brave enough to
allow themselves to be entered for the
challenge, no doubt spurred on by the
successes they have witnessed by pupils further
up the school. Fourteen of them received
certificates recognising their achievements.

Bronze: Bani Bhinder, Ink Chantima, Jake
Hanson, Layla Johnson
Silver: Faith Butterfield, Earnearn
Jiraprapakorn, Steven Nguyen, Isabella
O’Donnell, Luke Peaker, Nicolas Robisson-
Barthelemy, Evelyn Salter, Dori Suntornsuk
Gold: Freddie Barr, Milly Martinez-Turnbull

Showing particular promise of emulating our
senior students was Freddie (1W) whose score
of 97 (out of a theoretically possible 135) earned
him a place in the follow-on “Kangaroo”
Challenge, possibly a dubious reward as it saw
him sitting the one hour challenge paper in the
same week as his 1st form exams. It should
have served as a good warm-up for his first
maths paper!

Junior Maths
Challenge

Art Trail

Ackworth School
Open Morning
10am Wednesday 19 September
Head’s Address l Tours l Buffet



SCHOOL TRIPS
Sicily Trip
At the beginning of the Easter holidays, we travelled
to the island of Sicily on a Geography and History
Trip. We landed into a rainy Catania before visiting
the Cyclops Riviera and several Baroque-style
churches. During the trip we saw the breath-taking
craters of Mount Etna, climbed a volcano and bathed
in natural sulphur mud baths on the island of
Vulcano, learned about the beautiful Alcantara Gorge
and soaked up the Sicilian history and culture in the
cities of Syracuse, Noto and Taormina. We all
discovered so much about this beautiful part of the
world, had so many laughs and made so many
memories!

Madison Cusworth, 5th Form (Year 11)

As the sun shone in Sicily we enjoyed learning about
Mount Etna and the history of the islands, including the
Baroque-style architecture of the towns. For me it was

the perfect last trip to end my time at Ackworth School,
so many thanks to everyone who organised, and came
on, the trip. Eleanor Ward, 5th Form (Year 11)

Paris, the capital of France, is famous for romance and
history. This is what attracted us to it so we decided to
go there during the Easter holiday. This was a
wonderful opportunity to explore the other side of the
world as international students. It was well planned and
fortunately, the weather was absolutely gorgeous most
of the time. We visited so many attractions in Paris,
which are well-known for their history and beauty, such
as The Louvre, The Eiffel Tower, Tuileries and
Luxembourg Gardens, The Pantheon and the Sorbonne
University.

We were mostly impressed by the Louvre Museum, not
only by the appearance of the pyramid outside, but also
the inner layout and artwork which are extraordinary.
Seeing the Mona Lisa and Venus de Milo was amazing!
This gave us an insight into why Paris is so popular all
over the world and why it is so attractive to everybody.

We tried the local food, which was different, and we had
delicious snacks while walking in the park. We really
appreciate the amazing trip Miss Sochacka put together
for us. We really enjoyed it and wish we could have
stayed a bit longer in Paris.

Branson Gan, U6th (Year 13)
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On 23rd April the school Warhammer team
went to Warhammer World in Nottingham to
take part in our first National Warhammer
School League Semi Final. Everyone played well
and the team finished 7th out of 20. For our first
year going I believe it went rather well and was

a great learning experience, which we can build
on in future years. The team members were
Rhys Wickham, Adam Nixon, Matthew Holliday
and Bohdan Vynohradov.

Rhys Wickham, 3rd Form (Year 9)

Fencing

Duke of
Edinburgh

Well done, Alistair! Alistair competed in his
first fencing competition, in which he
scored 10 hits, and came sixth overall in
the tournament.

Warhammer
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Amelia was born with hip dysplasia but was not
diagnosed with her condition until she was 22
months old. Amelia’s parents knew there was

something wrong as she couldn’t weight bear and
still could not walk. Eventually Amelia was seen by
an Orthopaedic Surgeon who immediately knew
what was wrong when he met her and she was then
given a closed hip reduction operation resulting in
her being in a hip spica for several months.

Amelia enjoys all genres of dancing including ballet, tap,
acro, freestyle, musical theatre, street dance and
spends lots of her spare time at dancing school. She is
a student teacher on a Saturday and the little ones
adore Miss Amelia!

“I’ve been dancing since I was two – as soon as I could
walk really,” says Amelia. “My favourite forms of dance
are tap and modern. In tap it’s just about your feet and
ankles, whereas with modern you have to move your
whole body. I dance every week: Tuesdays 5-9,
Wednesdays 6-8 and Saturdays 9-4. It’s a real escape
from working. Your brain doesn’t have to work and it’s
just creative and gives me a sense of freedom. It’s a
different way of expressing yourself and it gives me a
whole different community to be with – it’s just like
family.”

Amelia already teaches young children to dance on
Saturdays in the morning session, before she moves on
to her own dance lessons in the afternoon. The children
are aged from one to seven years old and she has
decided that teaching dance is what she wants to do as
a career.

Teaching dance, says Amelia, has helped her with her
confidence and helped give her a greater sense of
responsibility, as she has to make sure the children
don’t injure themselves as well as planning the lessons.

With Amelia’s mother a
dance teacher and her
grandmother, at 83,
who still helps out
at the dance
school, it really
is a family
business and
one which
Amelia
definitely wants
to continue.

Amelia Beckwith
(5th Form) with
her medal and
certificate for obtaining
90 per cent in her recent
Freestyle Street Dance Exam. She came top of her
class and achieved the highest mark in the school.

Istarted boarding in Ackworth School in
September 2017. As I have neither
boarded nor lived abroad before

everything was quite overwhelming in the
first weeks.

Getting lost
on the
campus was
not a rarity!
Not only
was the
daily routine
completely
different
from what I
was used to,
but also
living
together
with people
from
different
nationalities
was a new
experience to me. However, I immediately
found friends, who I will definitely miss next
year when I go back to Germany.

Knowing that I would only stay for a year, I
wanted to make the most out of my experience
here in Ackworth. That is why I took part in a
variety of activities that the school offered,
trying out many things that I never did before. I
really enjoyed running, cooking and basketball
club, but I also took advantage of great weekend
trips. As a result I got to see many different
places in England like York, Scarborough, the
Yorkshire Dales and many more. As an art
student I was also very pleased by the
opportunity to visit the Yorkshire Sculpture Park
as well as different exhibitions in the Hepworth
Art Gallery. Besides those trips, I looked forward
to going horse riding each weekend. It was one
of my dreams to do horse riding, especially
because Yorkshire offers such a beautiful
landscape, and I am very grateful that I was able
to do that. Trying out so many new things was
hard at times but definitely a challenge that I will
never regret taking.

I am sure that everything that I learned this
year, whether in lessons, activities or other
situations, will be helpful in the future. Most of
all, I am very happy about getting to know so
many lovely people from around the world, that
have inspired me so much!

Amelia Beckwith Rebecca Puels

M�t a

Pupil WEEKENDS & CLUBS

Over two weekends in May, five groups of fourth year
students travelled to the Howardian Hills, along with
many kilograms of luggage. The first day was from
Slingsby through many different villages and then back
to the campsite. We set up our tents then cooked our
meals. The second day was from the campsite to
Welburn. It was a very good way to build team working
skills as quick group decisions had to be made.

Annie Bamford, 4th Form (Year 10)



Congratulations
to Matt on
completing his
first triathlon at
Driffield. He
finished a very
respectable 7th
out of 25.

On 19th March we
travelled to Nottingham
Squash Club with the
aim of returning with
the Boys U17 national
schools squash
championships
trophy. After hard
fought matches
against the likes of
Gosforth to reach the
finals day, we had made it.
Our first match was against
Kenilworth school. We came
through the match 4-1 and had progressed to the final,
one step closer to being crowned champions. In the final
we faced a strong Aylesbury Grammar School who were
strong throughout the team. With great determination
we managed to pull through 4-1 and were the
champions. It was a pleasure playing for the team and I
can’t wait to push for another title with the team in 2019.

Harry Anderson, L6th (Year 12)

Sports Round Up
We are pleased to announce our upcoming

Sports Tour to Cyprus in December 2018.
This football and netball tour is open to the

current 3rd form, 4th form, 5th form and L6th
students. There has been a good level of interest so
far, however there are still places remaining. If you
are interested in finding out more details, please
contact Patrick Roberts (Head of Boys’ PE) –
patrick.roberts@ackworthschool.com.

The first half of summer term has been a busy one for
boys’ PE. The U15s footballers participated in an
excellent fixture vs a Chinese Touring School. Ackworth
won 2-1, with goals coming from Josh, a superb header,
and Will from the penalty spot.

During the first half of the summer term the girls have
continued to show a super attitude to both attending
practices and competing in matches and fixtures. New
activities have been introduced such as volleyball and
this has been well attended and the pupils are making
excellent progress with the skills of the game.

We have played seven rounders matches with 13
games in all. Matches have been played with
tremendous spirit and the girls are showing real
improvement in their understanding of tactical play
when fielding. Their individual skills in both fielding and
batting are progressing allowing them to achieve
success. There have been fixtures both mid-week and
at the weekend and it has been lovely to see so many
girls taking part.

Five tennis matches have been played by the 2nd, 3rd
and 4th years where the girls have enjoyed success in
both singles and doubles games. Tennis practices are
held every night after school and the attendance is
superb with sometimes as many as 35 children playing.
Rounders practices are held every Wednesday with
around 20 pupils attending.

We have competed in the Wakefield Schools’ Athletics
Competition where pupils from 26 schools performed
across all the track and field events; from these
performances pupils have the chance to be selected to
represent Wakefield at the West Yorkshire
Championships in June. We fielded 45 competitors from
2nd, 3rd and 4th form; all of the pupils gave a good
account of themselves and supported each other well
during the two events.

We are pleased to hear that Millie (1500m), Max (Shot
Putt) and Josh (800m), were all selected to represent
Wakefield. Well done to all those who took part.

We are looking forward to at least seven more rounders
matches involving 12 games; there are five additional
tennis matches planned and further opportunities for
the athletics teams to compete, with three matches for
1st form pupils and the Wakefield Schools’
Championships which will involve pupils from 1st- 4th
form.

The end of the summer term sees us looking forward to
the Olympic Day for local junior school pupils. This will
be run by our Sports Leaders and other pupils
throughout school and will be a real opportunity to see
members of our community working alongside each
other enjoying the challenge and responsibility of
leading an event.

The U13s boys played a hockey fixture against
Kettlethorpe at the start of May. This was a fantastic
game that finished a very respectable 2-2.

The cricket season also got under way. The U14s
participated in an excellent fixture against Hull and the
first team travelled to Bootham on Wednesday 23rd
May. The U15s played Hull again on Thursday 24th May.

Sp�ts

Sp�ts

New Tennis
Coach

Triathalon

Alice is an LTA accredited Level
3 Coach. She has been
coaching for 7 years and is a
qualified referee and Cardio
Tennis coach. Alice has reached
an LTA rating of 5.2 and
competed for the women’s 1st
and 2nd team when she was
studying at Leeds Beckett
University.
Alice has had experience
working in several tennis clubs
including the Avenue Lawn
Tennis Club, Leeds Beckett
Tennis Club and Horsforth
Tennis Club. She has also
worked at summer camps in
London and America. Alice has
previous experience of working
within schools through a
combination of after school
clubs and delivering tennis in
PE lessons. Alice would like to
use knowledge gained from

her undergraduate degree,
Sport Development, alongside
her tennis experience to
increase participation. She
enjoys teaching all abilities and
likes to see players develop.

There is an exciting new coaching programme
coming to Ackworth School. Pupils of
Ackworth School can develop their tennis
skills by signing up to an after school club on
a Wednesday and if you want even more
tennis please see our programme below.

Squash
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Ackworth School
Community Tennis Coach

Alice Robson
Alice will start her work with

Ackworth School on the 1st May
and will provide tennis coaching

to all of Ackworth’s partner
primary schools as well as

Coram House. Alice will also
provide coaching to Ackworth

Tennis Club at Ackworth School
in the evenings and is available

for one to one coaching.
A Foundation for Life
www.ackworthschool.com
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Coram House had a very exciting week, where they
were off time table and experienced phenomenon
based learning in preparation for the Tour de Yorkshire
coming through the village.
Each house, Fry, Dalton and Barclay, spent the week
planning and creating an exhibition to be showcased in
our Meeting House on Friday 4th May 2018, at the start
of the race. Each house prepared something different
which is linked to Yorkshire in some way.
The areas that they covered were:
� Food and Drink – i.e. Yorkshire tea, liquorice,

rhubarb, etc.
� Local artists – Barbara Hepworth, Henry Moore,

etc.
� Local landmarks – York Minster, Yorkshire Moors,

Dales etc.

The exhibition was led by the children themselves,
which was a brilliant opportunity for them to be able to
talk confidently about their participation in the event.
They worked in mixed age groups and worked together
in order to create their displays.

Isabella O’Donnell - 1st Form (Year 7)
“For my bike design I wanted to include a part of Yorkshire,
which used the Yorkshire Rose to represent the county. To
represent England, I used the flag and drew it on the rider’s
leg. I put a ‘Y’ on the rider’s arm to also represent Yorkshire.
My colours on my wheels were dark blue and red as they
are the main colours of the English flag. Finally, I coloured
the top half of the rider in light blue and yellow, as they are
the main colours of the Tour de Yorkshire.”

Ski
Championships
Earlier this term six students took part in the National
Schools Indoor Open Championships for Skiing. It was
only the second one of these events held at Xscape and
we are really pleased with our overall results. Individually
each student who took part achieved a medal. Harry
Copley came 4th in the Under 14 boys, Hannah Morgan
came 3rd in the Under 16 girls, Oliver Nicholls came 4th
in the Under 16 boys, Rebecca Puels came 3rd and Neda
Radonjic 4th in the Under 18 girls and finally, Jacob
Copley came 3rd in the Under 18 boys. On top of all of
this success, they were combined as two teams. Team A:
Hannah, Oliver and Jacob came 2nd; and Team B:
Rebecca, Neda and Harry came 3rd in the mixed team
event.

Tour de Yorkshire Exhibition

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament
On Thursday 10th May Ackworth School hosted a 3 on
3 Basketball Tournament for fourth form students and
above. The event was extremely well received, with 30
students participating and around the same number
spectating. The competition was friendly but
competitive and it was clear that although the teams
wanted to have fun, they all wanted the honour of
being named the champions.
The tournament began with the group round, where
the ten teams were randomly split into two groups.
The standout team at the end of the group round was
Mahdi Yaseen, Rebecca Puels and Eddie Ye. They
dominated the rebounds and played well together as
a team, which led them to be the top seed in the
knockout tournament.
The nature of the knockout tournament meant that
the teams knew that they would have to up their
game, as if they lost they would be eliminated. The
standard of the basketball certainly rose, as did the
tension. Mahdi Yaseen, Rebecca Puels and Eddie Ye

were on course to make the final, but there was a
small matter of beating Danny Chan, Anna Brummeler
and Abdalla Jalal in the semi-finals. In what was a
titanic battle and arguably the match of the evening,
the top seeds were eliminated. This set up a final
match of Danny, Anna and Abdalla versus Harry
Anderson, Ellie Williamson and Daiki Kawasaki. It was
a marvellous spectacle, with everyone sitting watching
the conclusion of what had been a brilliant evening of
basketball. And we were not disappointed with what
was a masterclass from Danny Chan. Harry Anderson
made some very good shots for the other team, but
ultimately it was Danny, Anna and Abdalla who
emerged victorious; congratulations to them.
I would like to thank Bruce Cheung and Kan Chan for
assisting me in the running of the event and a special
thank you to Vincent Yung who worked with me to
organise the event.

William Elliott, Maths Teacher

Focus on Basketball
Basketball at Ackworth in 2018 has thrived with a

combination of new coaches, more matches and
great enthusiasm from the students. We have

seen all year groups participating including the girls’
team who have enjoyed some match play for the first
time. Basketball is a sport loved particularly by our
international students, this being reflected by their
attendance and enthusiasm at practice and their
availability for games.
Our senior boys’ team has been very successful winning
every game except against Bootham School. The skill level
on show and the application of tactics has helped to
develop a disciplined and positive mind set. The main
contributors each game have been Danny Chan (U6th),
Charles Batte (4th Form), Bruce Cheung and Eddie Ye
(L6th), however every student has made an impact and
they deserve great credit. It has been a privilege to coach
and manage the team this year.
Our junior boys’ team is an enthusiastic group who love to
play. The development has been rapid and being defeated
by more established schools has been a great learning
curve although it was great for them to have won
some games too. We look forward to seeing this
progression next season as they learn more
about the game and work together as a
team.
The girls’ team has played a few games
against our local rivals, King’s School
in Pontefract. The enthusiasm has
been generated from sixth form
lessons as the girls have quickly
adapted to the fast paced nature of
the game. With much learning from
match play, the standard of play has
improved quickly. It has been terrific to
see their enthusiasm at training and
their appetite to learn new tactics.
Winning one of the games against King’s

was very satisfying for the team and encouraged some
younger girls to join in.
We have enjoyed some Spanish skills on show this year
from Pablo Aparicio Villar (3rd Form), Juan Toledo (2nd
Form) and Mac Jimenez Vilalta (4th Form) that shows off
our European influence at Ackworth. However, the
contribution from all the international students has been
fantastic and their attitude at training as well as in matches
and inter-house competition needs special mention. Their
impact has been remarkable at Ackworth.
Basketball is a part of life for many of these students and
they have gained great confidence from playing games and
feeling an identity as part of the community at Ackworth.
It has been commented that basketball has had a positive
impact upon their studies in class too, showing how sport
can have a very positive impact in terms of character
building and self esteem.
Whether it is a young student playing their first game in an
Ackworth shirt, an established student scoring a three
point shot or the whole team chatting away in the minibus
after the game, it is the intrinsic love of the game and

participating for Ackworth School that has given
staff the greatest thrill of leading the sport.

Winning is always nice yet you can’t succeed
in every game and learning from your

losses is often a more important lesson.
Basketball has just begun a
momentum drive in 2018. There are
aims to get more pupils involved next
year, more curriculum time, inter-
house tournaments and more
school matches. Having an
international influence in the game

needs further encouragement and to
welcome new students from abroad to

Ackworth to help us develop the
successes in basketball this year.

Michael Dancer and William Elliott



Easter 2018 was, for the most part wet, cold,
snowy... did this weather dampen the spirits of
Easter Gatherers? Not for one minute. Yes,

some of the activities had to be changed or
cancelled, but there was certainly plenty going on
to keep everyone entertained, whether you were
eight or eighty.

The weekend started with lunch and we experienced
the new servery and style of food introduced to the
School since Easter 2017. Gatherers then dispersed to
take cases to rooms, go swimming, chat and generally
catch up until... tea and cake (food, and plenty of it is a
recurring feature of Easter at Ackworth!).

The Easter Egg Hunt for Junior Gatherers was the first
event to be affected by the weather. It did not, however,
prevent great fun being had by all.

President Belinda Walters welcomed everyone to Easter
before Dinner. A children’s film was then shown whilst
adults gathered in Girls’ Dining Room for Chas Stuart’s
Quiz… You have to know everything about everything
to answer the actual questions - "dingbats" and "name
the advert" were more my level! We then retired, as we
did each evening, to the Fothergill Foyer for a social get
together and/or the Easter Secretary’s Office (aka the
Common Room) on Centre Passage for general hilarity,
especially if watching others contort themselves playing
giant Twister... !

Easter Saturday arrived - damp - so, hockey was
rescheduled to the astro-pitch and those who were of
a mind were ably instructed by Rachel Belk... They had
so much fun that another session took place later in the
weekend.

Decopatch, cardmaking and other crafts were going on
in the Art Room; then, after more coffee and cake,
Laura Mortimer led a Laughter Yoga session – you didn’t
have to stand on one leg or contort your body into
strange positions, and attendees ranged from about six
years old to well over 60. Safe to say that all those who
took part had a great time - and yes, we did laugh, a lot.

The Head Anton Maree presented School Today. There
was a display of the Ackworth Samplers, an Ack-Apella
session with Tom Bootyman for the singers amongst us
and more arts and crafts, including Easter egg painting.

The Annual Meeting of Ackworth Old Scholars was
followed by President Belinda’s lively and enjoyable
address, which, in turn, was followed by a formal
dinner, with your own wine. This was followed by Jack
Mortimer’s slide presentation of “Overlooked Britain”.
Jack takes the most amazing photographs of the small
things that you or I would miss when out in the
countryside.

On Easter Sunday, there was Meeting for Worship,
followed by a jewellery workshop, some of us coming
away with some wonderful silver pendants, all made by
our own fair hands. Mike McRobert led a local walk
after lunch and after tea, and more cake, former pupil,
Veronica Bird, gave a very interesting talk on her life

since leaving Ackworth, within the prison service.
Before dinner, a shortened version of the Grand March
took place on the Terrace. Former President and
Belinda’s father, Chris Rengert gave an Evening
Reading, before several of the Gatherers presented
"Music for a Sunday Evening" in the Music Centre.

Easter Monday dawned, with snow… This did not stop
the hardy amongst the group (including me!) from
venturing out on to the Badsworth course. Some, like
me, walked, some walked and jogged. Others ran, and
John Golding gazelled over all the mud! After more
coffee and cake, Nick and Annabel then helped those
who wanted to plant sunflower seeds. There is now an
on-going competition to see whose sunflower will grow
the biggest, flower the soonest and have the most
flowers.

The afternoon saw a Whacky Workshop led by Easter
Secretary, Sal Wright, and those who still had energy
played the finals of the badminton, tennis, squash and
table tennis competitions. Those with less energy
enjoyed poetry with Joyzelle Kelsall. After dinner, Pop
took place in the Fothergill Theatre followed by the
presentation of the sports prizes and the Presidential
Handover from Belinda Walters to Aidan Mortimer.

All too soon, it was Tuesday morning and the last
cooked breakfast. Everyone said their goodbyes and
departed – all vowing to return in 2019.

I hope I’ve given you a taster of what goes on at Easter
Gathering. It’s a fun, social time for all those who come
along whether for the full weekend or just for a day
visit. There is something for everyone. Make a note in
your diary to come and join us next year; it all kicks off
on Friday 19th April 2019.

Nici Fletcher-Causer

Ackworth Old Scholars’
Association: Easter Gathering 2018

Ackworth School formed a distant backbone to
my childhood from a very early age. I didn’t
visit Ackworth until the year before I started

at school, but I remember hearing about Ackworth
particularly from my paternal grandmother.
Grandma had had tuberculosis when Dad was
young, and that was why he had come to Ackworth.
The path by which a boy from Southend ended up at
a Quaker school in Yorkshire was fully explained in
Dad’s presidential address, so I won’t go into detail,
but my grandparents must have been happy with
the school for Dad.

My path to Ackworth really started in 1974, when my
then headmaster decided that there wasn’t much value
in my staying at primary school any longer. My parents,
with his support, tried to get Essex LEA to take me up to
secondary school early but the LEA wouldn’t. So, my
parents started to look at the options of private school,
and the Friends schools were their (or Dad’s) point of
reference. Ackworth was an obvious option (obvious,
that is, except for being 150 miles away). Saffron
Walden Friends School is – or sadly was, as it closed last
year – only 7 miles away from our home in Thaxted, so
would have been more convenient. We went to see
both schools, but my grandmother’s messages of
positive reinforcement had obviously done their job,
and Ackworth was the preferred choice, certainly by
me. I had to sit the entrance exam; I have a very clear
memory of sitting those papers in the storeroom at the
back of the primary school hall, surrounded by mops,
buckets and gym paraphernalia, and with my lovely
headmaster, Mr McHugh, pacing around and making
sure that I had sharpened pencils as needed. Looking
back, I can only assume that it was a relative rarity to
have a pupil sitting entrance exams. It sounds quite
Harry Potterish, doesn’t it, sitting in a cupboard – just
not a cupboard under the stairs!

When we came to visit Ackworth, I remember meeting
Gordon McKee and hearing him say to my parents that
the School would take me at a younger age than usual,
because I could of course always repeat a year if needs
be. I was horrified at the very suggestion – and decided
then in a typical child’s way that I certainly wasn’t going
to do that.

With a birthday at the end of August, the upshot of all
this is that I started at Ackworth just shy of a month
after my 10th birthday. I am sure that being up to 2
years younger than many of my classmates must have
made me an immature baby in their eyes. After all,
children do grow and change so much over those few

years of early adolescence – and so I offer a heartfelt
and profound apology to everyone in my year at school
for any irritation and grief that I caused as a result!

My parents decided that it would be good for me to
have some experience of Ackworth before I started as
a pupil, and we came as a family to Easter for the first
time in 1975. When I arrived at Ackworth that
September, the place felt very familiar and I had the
head start of knowing my way around. That Easter was
also the first time that I met Karen, Clare, Peggy, Anne…
some of the regular Easter Gathering crowd that I still
count as good friends. In later years, the traditions of
Easter involved Saturday morning trips to Pontefract,
which mainly seemed to be to buy blue mascara and
face-packs – remember those days of innocent fun,
ladies?

Belinda Walters

To see the full address, please go to the following
link: https://ackworth.zipidy.co.uk/news/

President: Belinda Walters’
address at the Easter Gathering
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Joanna Johnson

Since leaving Ackworth in 1992, my life has
been somewhat of a roller-coaster! I began
working pretty much straight away, filling

a gap year between school and University by
moving to Lyon in France, to be an Au Pair to a
lovely 4-year-old boy. Whilst I was there I
attended a French school and very quickly
began to speak (and dream) fluent French which
stood me in good stead for my French with
Music degree at University of Surrey.

I would highly recommend a gap year to anyone,
and studying for a French degree meant I spent
another year abroad in my third year. This time I
headed to Brussels to be a researcher for the
Member of European Parliament for South West
London. I enjoyed this year as much as I did my first
year abroad. I studied translation at school, whilst
being on the European “gravy train”. On my return,
I finished my degree and then started to work in
London for Air France, as a bi-lingual PA, but I
craved being back in the North of England, so within
a year I moved home, wondering where my next
move would take me.

It came in the form of Asda, where I began at the
bottom of the ladder. I just wanted to get a foot in
the door and, nearly 20 years later, I am still there
enjoying every minute, having climbed up a few
more rungs of the aforementioned ladder. I have
had a little bit of luck along the way, but mainly due
to “graft, grit and grace”, I have enjoyed a varied
career at Asda. My roles have taken me all over the
world, but above all have given me a waft of

experience in a fast paced retail environment,
working for a supermarket currently owned by the
largest retailer in the world – Walmart.

My roles have included category management,
marketing and brand management, with my
current role being Head of Innovation for our Own
Brand business, influencing Asda colleagues but
also our Walmart colleagues from around the
world. I have just returned from an International
Own Brand Summit at our Head Office in
Bentonville USA, where we worked together on
global strategy. Life in the world of retail is certainly
varied!

Whilst at Asda I have married, and have a 6-year-
old daughter, Imogen, who is also grabbing every
opportunity life throws at her, whether that be
swimming, trampolining or tennis. She enjoys
anything sporty! Whilst on the roller-coaster of our
life, we have had a house fire, where we lost
everything (including the house), built a new house
and, more recently, my husband has taken over our
local village pub – The Spread Eagle at Darrington –
so we are a busy family enjoying the challenges and
excitement that life throws at us!

Here comes my biggest advice. If you are
wondering what to do in your life and career, take
every opportunity and grab it, and do not worry if
you do not know exactly what you want to do. Dive
straight in, have a go and see where the journey
takes you. With hard work, tenacity, and a will to
win, you will succeed in whatever you do… just
make sure you enjoy the journey! In my years at Ackworth, I loved the buildings and

gardens, especially the wild bits by the Went and
the trees to climb off Back Lane. The swimming

pool was my favourite location, however. I made
lots of great friends and enjoyed the trust that
many of the teachers placed in us. The routine
suited me and I loved the out-of-school activities
we were encouraged in too.

My favourite school subject was Geography; I’ve always
loved maps and love to travel. It’s a great subject which
embraces a wide range of skills and applications.

Being at Ackworth helped to develop my confidence
and taught me a degree of self-reliance but also the
value of teamwork. As I grew older I began to
appreciate more the value of silence!

I left Ackworth to do A levels nearer the sea at
Scarborough, and then did a degree in Plymouth,
followed by a year in Australia, before going full time in
the family bakery business.

Today, the family is still baking. I am always involved in
production, but my other responsibilities are the
purchasing and New Product Development. In reality I
could end up doing anything from making strawberry
tarts or baking bread at 3am to promoting our biscuits
and cakes on the other side of the world!

Our location has helped to boost our business success.
Whitby is very isolated and has remained largely
unchanged which has become its unique selling point.
Botham's of Whitby has grown to be a part of the fabric
of the town over the last 150 years and has ridden the
ups and downs with it. We work hard as a close family
and try to treat others - staff, customers and suppliers
- as we would have them treat us, with openness,
respect and honesty.

And we make things that taste good!

We often return to Ackworth for a day at Easter and I
have been back on Open Day several times. It’s always
a nostalgia fest, even amongst the many changes that
have occurred.

In my spare time, I go surfing as often as my schedule
and the weather permit. Yorkshire is actually better for
surfing than most people would realise, but I do travel
overseas to surf as well. If the surf is flat then open
water swimming takes over, I have two 10km events
lined up this summer. I also coach swimming for our
local club, which is very rewarding. We are having a
particularly good year with our team in the league and
some individuals are doing really well at county and
regional level.

Jo Botham
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Kate's Quaker faith developed from her family
upbringing. Her early years were affected by
World War II, their home being taken over by

the army, causing them to move to several West
London addresses. Kate was evacuated and
attended Elfrida Foulds' Yealand Manor School, an
experience she enjoyed, triggering her interest in
plants and gardening.

In 1944, her father died and Yealand Manor closed. Kate
moved on to Ackworth, which her mother had attended.
She enjoyed her time there, playing both in the hockey
team and in the school orchestra. She would later say
that it was Ackworth that gave her a spiritual foundation
in the Quaker way of life.

Following teacher training in Bristol, Kate had teaching
appointments in Cambridge and Reading. During this
time, she took an active role in Young Friends, leading
her to represent British Young Friends at a conference in
Kansas, USA, in 1959. Three years later, she visited
America again on a British Council teacher exchange in
Philadelphia.

On returning to the UK, Kate took up the challenge of
teaching in an inner city school in Brixton, London, living
at the Quaker International Centre. She attended
Westminster Meeting and the Cellar Club (where young
people met informally to discuss issues of the day and
play chess and table tennis). It was here that she met
James, whom she married at Westminster Meeting in
1966. The occasion was the foundation on which they
built their long and loving relationship, leading to many
adventures.

They bought a rag-stone cottage in Sevenoaks, with
enough land for Kate to enjoy gardening, remaining
there for 31 years. Kate worked as Head of the Infant
Department at a local school until the birth of Jane and
Robert. Kate created a loving and supportive family
home, aided by Sevenoaks Quaker Meeting.

They became interested in self-sufficiency, buying a ten
acre field and building a barn. Although they abandoned
the plan, Kate and James decided to build a boat in the
barn, an act of craftsmanship and love for both of them.

Kate returned to teaching, retiring in 1994, and she
became a volunteer guide at the Henry Doubleday
Research Association's organic garden in Yalding, Kent.

When James retired, they moved to Rye, celebrating the
move with a trip on a 77 foot long fishing smack, a
magical journey that opened up the world of sailing.
Kate ceremoniously launched their own boat in 2005.

Benjamin and Lucy, their first grandchildren, were
shortly on the scene.

Over the years, they travelled widely, visiting South
America, Asia (a highlight being the Trans-Siberian
Railway) and Europe, the proximity of the Channel
Tunnel being an advantage.

Later they moved to Cumbria. Kate had spent her
formative years in the north, and many of her ancestors
had lived there. They began walking the Cumbrian Way,
seeing some beautiful places. Sadly, age limited their
dreams of completing it.

Their final move was to York, where they could be closer
to their family and enjoy city life. Their small garden
offered Kate the chance of designing and planting from
scratch.

Wherever they lived, it was Kate's warm personality and
lovely smile that endeared her to those she met. In the
words of a friend: “We remember our circle dancing
friend – her sense of fun, her lovely smile.”

John Richard Wilkinson
(1945-50)
John Richard Wilkinson was born in Barnsley

on 10th July 1932. He married Bernice
Walkden in 1958 and has a son, Nigel, now a

practising Chartered Accountant in Barnsley,
and a daughter, Tracy, a fashion designer and
manufacturer in Los Angeles, USA. He was
blessed with a lovely granddaughter, Beth.

After attending St Mary's, Gawber and Ackworth
Schools, Richard spent two and a half years as a
trainee farmer at Egton and Cawthorne, before a
career change involved gaining articles with the
family firm of JW Wilkinson & Co, Chartered
Accountants in Regent Street, Barnsley. A few
years after qualifying, the firm merged with
another firm, James Gibson & Son, to form Gibson
Wilkinson (now Gibson Booth). As well as
practising accountancy for 40 years, he served as
a non-executive director of Barnsley Health
Authority for eleven years, as well as periods as
Secretary of Barnsley Chambers of Trade &
Commerce. Richard retired from practice in 1992.

Richard had always been interested in sport,
playing cricket as an opening batsman for
Stainborough, Barnsley and Saltaire cricket clubs.
Richard opened the innings for Barnsley with
Dickie Bird for three years before leaving for
Saltaire, after which his place was taken by Geoff
Boycott! He played golf for most of his life and was
a past captain and president of Silkstone Golf

Club. He later became an active member of the
senior section of Wakefield Golf Club. His other
hobbies included walking, photography, Rotary,
computing, travelling and spending time with
family and friends.

Kate Schaffer (1944-51)



Obituaries
Eileen King
Eileen King came to Ackworth in 1964 as a Domestic
Science teacher. She took on the role of Housemistress
in Ackworth House one year later, then moved across
the road in 1970 to take over as Head of Girls’ School
House which she continued to do until her retirement
in 1993.

Eileen’s methods were very much of the time, but she
ran the place like a tight ship, never giving up on the
‘difficult girls’ and showing great kindness to the
homesick ones. All the more remarkable was that she
combined this demanding job with her teaching and
her role as Senior Mistress, while keeping an eye on the
welfare of the staff, not to mention looking after a
donkey, a pony, and overseeing the Pet Hut.

Eileen’s life was Ackworth, and she
was part of its very fabric.

Even after her
retirement, she

maintained strong
links with the
school. As
someone
remarked on
hearing of her
death, just a
few weeks

short of her 90th
birthday, ‘we

thought she was
immortal.’

John Bunney 1934-39
John William Bunney was born into a Quaker family in
South London, the eldest child of John and Helen M
Bunney. The family moved to Amersham in 1932
before John went to Ackworth at Easter 1934, not a
good time for a shy and dutiful son to start a new life.
John had an unexceptional school career but he
enjoyed the Natural History Society, history and playing
the oboe in the school orchestra.

He was followed to Ackworth by his brother George and
sisters Elizabeth and Helen. John
left Ackworth in July 1939
and became a
conscientious
objector on the
outbreak of war,
during which he
worked in
horticulture. He
then ran a market
garden on family
land in the
Midlands having
married Margery
(nee Wilson - scholar

1941-1945) in September 1950. They remained here
with their children David, Andrew and Catherine until
August 1967 when Margery took up appointment as
domestic bursar at Ackworth. John joined the garden
staff becoming head gardener in 1972. In 1975 John
and Margery moved to the Mount School in York where
he was the Head Gardener and from where he retired
in 1987.

Retirement meant travel and time with their growing
family and supporting Margery during her time on the
School Committee. John had served as Clerk at the
Quaker meetings in Amersham, Sutton Coldfield, and
Ackworth and was a faithful supporter of Acomb
meeting. In his later years John became the school
archivist and he never lost his interest in the School.

John is survived by Margery, his wife of 67 years, David
and Andrew, George and Elizabeth, as well as 6
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Gillian Morgan 1950-57
Lifetime Member Gill Morgan passed away peacefully on
27th April 2018. She always lived by Quaker values. She
will be sadly missed by children and grandchildren.

Lesley Hall 1980-87
Old Scholar, daughter of Bob (Head of Maths prior to
Cindy Hamill) and Ann Hall, was diagnosed with cancer a
few weeks ago and has sadly died. Bob and Ann also lost
their son, Tony, to a brain tumour several years ago.

Steve Slack 1975-08
We were sad to learn of the death of Steve Slack, Head
Gardener from 1975 to 2008, who died after a short
illness.

Roger Ashton Allen 1954-61
Mary Whitaker 1960-65
Juliet Morris 1979-86
Clare Lawrence (nee Knowles)
Marjorie Jackson
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Great Garden @ Ackworth
During term time Ackworth School is an
outstanding educational establishment with
unique and historical buildings and stunning
landscaped gardens. During School holidays the

same splendid Georgian buildings and impressive
gardens are available to Great Garden @
Ackworth events department to host a variety of
events for the school and the wider community.

Weddings l Corporate Team Building Days l Banquets l Room Hire

Please contact our events department to discuss your requirements on
01977 611401 or greatgarden@ackworthschool.com

Old Scholar News

You’ve heard of “Not the Nine O’Clock News”
– well this is “Not the Old Scholars’ AGM!”
I would like to extend a warm welcome to

you all. As we are no longer a formally
constituted Association, but a part of the
extended School Family, certain elements of the
proceedings will no longer be required, but
there will be a general familiarity with tonight’s
programme! Hopefully all will become clear as
the evening progresses.

I would like to begin by giving the following
greetings from Old Scholars not able to be with us
this year:

Ann Lambourne, Tim and Fran Benson from
Ontario Canada, John and Margery Bunney, Gill
Rabong from Sydney, Australia, Penelope Feeney,
Dorothy Robbins, the last direct descendant of
Frederick Andrews, and Norman Fryer.

The Executive Committee met for the final time in
September 2017. At the AGM at Easter 2017, we
agreed that the Executive Committee would step
down and the administration of the Association
would transfer to School as of 31st October 2017.

We agreed that the Bank Accounts held by the
Association would be closed on 30th November.
The balances of our three accounts totalling
approximately £15,000 were paid into the Ackworth
School 1950s Trust, to continue to be used for the
good of the School.

No annual subscriptions are due from any Old
Scholar. Those wishing to continue to donate to the
School may do so by amending their standing order
to the new details. These are available from the
school, if you have mislaid your letter.

The new Steering Group has met three times during
the year and has been looking at the School's vision
for the future and how we can reach more Old
Scholars, by offering a variety of events over the
course of the year, and how the school can manage
them.

Work is still in progress updating the databases held
by School and Old Scholars. Once this is complete,
we will be able to reach more Old Scholars and
inform them on a regular basis of events taking
place. Likewise, work is still progressing on the new
website.

Easter 2018 Report - A flavour



BUSINESS DIRECTORY

38 l www.ackworthschool.com

It was agreed at breakfast time on the
Saturday morning, with the weather looking
so good, to plan a walk. Mike McRobert and

Nick Seed offered to lead the group, and
thirteen of us said: "Yes please!" The meeting
point was in the car park.

Well - trying to get thirteen people ready, all at the
same time, in one place and with their boots on,
can be quite an art, and the non-walkers were
taking photos of us before we set off!

The walking party consisted of Mike and Annabel
McRobert, Nick Seed, Trudy Seed, Stuart and Jane
Huntington, Phil Taylor, Stephen Lonsdale, Belinda
Walters, Michael Bliss, Janet Blann, Phil Taylor,
Gwyneth Lindley-Jones, David Bunney and Andy
Whiteley. This mix gave our leaders quite an age
and ability gap to consider.

The autumn weather was dry and sunny as we set
off for High Raise peak via Easedale Tarn. We
walked via the Annexe building, hopped over the
fence and proceeded up towards Alan Bank
House. We turned right up the road and then
branched left onto the footpath and headed for
Easedale Tarn. The group enjoyed one another's
company and there was much chatter, as we
admired the views.

We walked high above Easedale Tarn and found a
grand spot for lunch, looking down towards the
tarn. With the group being of mixed ability and
fitness, it was decided, after lunch, to head around
the tarn then proceed downwards, with a view to
returning to Glenthorne for afternoon tea.

Before we moved off, Mike referred to his
handbook, which recommended that we should
view the peak, which was another 500 feet above
us, in the beautiful sunshine. Then David Bunney
and I felt we should not miss out this peak. Phil
Taylor agreed, so the three of us headed for the
summit. I endeavoured to keep up with the
cracking pace the other two set, but it was well
worth the effort, giving us a great view of
Windermere. (As you all know it's not a lake.) We
then followed the others down a very tricky path
and joined them back in the lounge for a super
afternoon tea. As you can imagine, there was
plenty of conversation over those cups of tea.

I may not have been a full Ackworth Old Scholar,
but I am on the School Committee. It was a great
weekend in the Lake District, and an opportunity
to catch up with good friends.

Andy Whiteley

Old Scholars' Fell Walk _
Glenthorne Weekend

To advertise here please contact Michael Atkins, Director of Marketing, Admissions & Communications
Email: michael.atkins@ackworthschool.com l Tel: +44 (0)1977 611401
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A3.45am alarm call would normally result in a
foul mood, but not on this morning. I leapt
out of bed, got ready and left the hotel by

4.30am, driving to Hampton Court Palace to join
a very long queue. Everyone was excited, chatting
with friends and strangers alike. At 6.30am I had
taken my seat alongside 3000 others and the
party began. ‘Fester the Jester’ was our warm up
man and had us whooping, clapping and cheering
and by the time Chris Evans came onto the stage
we were at fever pitch. The final of the 500 Words
competition had begun.

I have been one of 5000
competition judges for a
number of years and
have always loved
receiving and reading
my allocated stories.
This year’s judging was
no different to any
other, but the aftermath
certainly was. This year
my name was ‘pulled out of
the hat’ to become a guest at
the final! I couldn’t believe my luck
when I received my congratulatory email and I
definitely needed to pinch myself when I saw Chris
Evans and the Duchess of Cornwall in such close
proximity. I was in awe as famous actors including Jim
Broadbent and David Walliams read a tremendous
range of stories by the very talented finalists. This
was certainly a day to remember and I felt part of
something very special. The competition encourages
young people from the ages of 5 to 13 to use their
imaginations and create a story of 500 words. Those
500 words can contain the power to make the reader
belly laugh or gently weep, a fact confirmed not only
by the live audience, but by the thousands of
listeners to the Chris Evans Breakfast Show.

After the show had finished the celebrity judges and
readers jumped into a horse-drawn carriage. They
were closely followed by Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,
driven by Chris Evans with the Duchess of Cornwall
and competition winners as his passengers. The two
groups slowly wound their way through the cheering
crowds but Jill (my guest for the day) had spotted the
photographers rushing out of a side gate. We looked
at each other and ran…

Through the gate was the River Thames and sitting
on the river was the Royal Barge. Within a few
moments we saw the carriage and the car moving
towards us and come to a standstill directly in front
of where we were standing. We were able to see all of
the people who had made the morning so magical
and the beaming winners. This was the perfect end to
a perfect day.

Erica Dean, Librarian

500 Words
Autumn Term
at a Glance

School Events
September
2 Classics on The Green 11am
5 Term Begins
7 Clubs & Societies Fair 4pm
17 Parent & Form Teacher Meeting (6th Form)
19 Open Morning 9:45am
28 Parent - Staff Meeting Newcomers
29-30 Leave Weekend

October
6 Fungi Foray 9am
18 Founders’ Day
22 Half Term

November
12 4th Form & Lower 6th Exam week
12 Parent - Staff Meeting 2nd Form
17-18 Leave Weekend
20 Open Morning 9:45am
20 Parent - Staff Meeting 1st Form

December
7 Carol Concert 12 noon
7 Term Ends
11 Ackworth Senior Citizens Christmas Tea

Coram House
September
11 PSA AGM and Curriculum Evening

October
15 Parent Forum Meeting
30 Pre-Prep (Rec-Y2) Parents’ Evening
31 Prep (Y3-Y6) Parents’ Evening

November
6 Prep (Y3-Y6) Parents’ Evening
7 Pre-Prep (Rec-Y2) Parents’ Evening
14 Nursery Parents’ Evening

December
3 Reception - Y6 Christmas Parties 1:30pm
4 Pre-Prep Nativity
6 Junior Christmas Concert


