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Apple has worked hard to make sure that iPads are the
preferred device for young people. They won’t replace
PCs yet but there is a lot that they can do! iPads allow
learning to be personalised and the accumulation of
data that results helps us to make decisions for both
individuals and the whole class. Pupils can now access a
wealth of educational resources to extend and enrich
their learning. Tech companies are providing
automatically graded assessments online that can
provide instantaneous feedback to pupils so they can
check their understanding and identify misconceptions
as they learn. Collaboration tools allow students to work
together with other pupils in their classes (or in
classrooms across the world!) to complete projects,
share ideas and discuss concepts introduced in the
classroom.

Publishing tools allow pupils to share their creative work
with a broad audience and if they wish to they can
display their work on the 65 inch television screens that
will be placed on the wall in every classroom. Apps like
Quizlet, Molecules, Tynker, GeoGebra and Duolingo will
help to develop specific skills. The classroom app allows
teachers to view any pupil’s screen, lock pupils into a
single app or mute audio to make sure that they stay
focused.

Video conferencing will allow our pupils to speak
Spanish to children in Madrid, and prepare them for a
world in which FaceTime and Skype will revolutionise the
way we conduct business. You might have heard of the
‘Flipped Classroom’. By moving the lesson online where
pupils can watch and listen when they wish and repeat
as often as they wish, teachers are creating time in the
school day for more active forms of learning such as
practicals in our laboratories, group projects and
problem solving.

With an iPad in the classroom, teachers can access
content, resources and materials, share ideas with other
teachers and improve their interaction with parents and
pupils. They are fantastic tools, provided they enhance
the lesson and encourage learning.

The classroom and the teacher will remain the centre of
learning but the technology we use within it will allow us
to access educational experiences worldwide.

revolution is taking place at Ackworth
School – a revolution that will help to
educate, enable and empower our pupils.
We are investing in technology and are at

the beginning of a process that will, I hope, enable
us to become an Apple School. Creative use of
technology in the classroom has been shown to
make a significant difference in learning
outcomes, however it will never be a replacement
for a good teacher. When we combine great
teaching with creative uses of technology we can
make even more of a difference.

Ackworth School is modernising quickly by
introducing the most appropriate educational
technology available today - initially for our teachers
and then our pupils. We have taken note of the impact
that Apple’s products have on the way children learn
and in particular how these devices significantly
improve their interest in what happens in the
classroom. We intend to provide pupils with the same
technology they use at home to avoid what
researchers have called the “disconnection” between
home and school.

Teachers in our Senior School and a few in Coram
have been provided with an iPad Pro. Eventually,
everyone including Autism Resource, SEN and EAL will
have the advantage that these devices provide to our
pupils. Another revolution is taking place within the
staff room as my colleagues embrace the new
technology. We have champions amongst the
teaching staff who lead conversations on a daily basis
to get the most out of their iPads and offer advice on
which apps to download to help pupils in the
classroom.

TECHNO REVOLUTION

In this issue Anton Maree discusses the revolution taking place
at Ackworth School that will help to educate, enable and
empower our pupils. Combining great teaching with creative
uses of technology we can make more of a difference...

A

Head
Anton Maree
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Victoriana
at Cannon
Hall

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Meal

Christmas

Catch Up

Medical Careers

University of Leeds Medicine
Not Just About Medics Day

PSA Creative
Wreaths

Christmas
Fund Fayre
The Christmas Craft Fair took place on Friday 6
December 2019. This was a festive morning
with mince pies, hot drinks and stalls selling lots
of Christmas gifts. The Christmas Craft Fayre
was open to students, parents, staff and the
local community. Thank you to the parents,
students, staff and members of the local
community for supporting this event. The
money raised is to be used to fund after school
clubs and activities.

Brighter
Christmas for
Children
Thank you to our wonderful families for your donations
to Yorkshire Children’s Trust Christmas Present Appeal.
Your generous gifts made Christmas a little brighter for
children in need this year.

On Tuesday 10 December 2019, students and staff
supported the Ackworth Senior Citizens’ Christmas
Meal. In addition to waiting on at the event, Ackworth
School also provided the transport. We look forward
to continuing to work with Ackworth Parish Council

to support this event in the future. We would like to
say a special thank you to our wonderful catering
team for the lovely food and service and thank you to
the students who volunteered their time to help at
this event.

Year 4 enjoyed a Victorian experience day at Cannon
Hall in November. We had to dress up as Victorian
servants and carry out many of the jobs expected from
this period of time. This included working in the laundry
(no washing machines to be seen!), making butter in
the pantry and finally cooking lunch for everybody. We
made vegetable soup, our own bread rolls - using the

butter we made on the bread - apple crumble and
sugar mice to finish. Here we are in the picture, being
registered by the mistress of the house before we were
allowed in to lunch!
It was an amazing experience that we will remember
for a long time. However, one day as a servant was
quite enough!
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Ski USA

The ski trip 2019! Well, it was more of an
expedition with twists and turns that we
never dreamed of when we set off from
school on the Sunday morning!

When we eventually arrived in Boston after
cancelled flights, missed connections and a
bonus hotel stay in Dublin, a sense of relief
flooded over us. We had arrived!

We had our first day of skiing and began to relax
despite the piercing wind and rain. We were
skiing in three resorts: Cannon, Loon and
Waterville. After our first day in Cannon, we got
on a bus to get to the next mountain, which was
Loon. It is safe to say that the transport gods
were not on our side as the bus broke down. The
only thing we could do was laugh at the series
of unfortunate events.

However, things were looking up. The sun was
shining and we had a day of skiing with beautiful
views. Everything was going so well, I thought to
myself as I skied the last run of the day. Then
disaster struck as I saw one of my classmates fly
off a bump and land with a splat on the ground.
One broken arm and a trip to hospital!

The last few days of skiing went thankfully
undisturbed and saw us explore another
mountain. With the final days drawing near it
was time to explore the historic city of Boston,
absorbing culture at every street.

We returned home exhausted with minds full of
experiences and memories that will last a
lifetime, bringing back times of laughter. It is safe
to say that the trip didn’t always go to plan, but
most of us wouldn’t have had it any other way!

Thank you to Miss Clark, the team of staff and
Max Ski for organising and taking us!

Charlotte Glasby, 5th form (year 11)

Trips



The little ones’ latest...Nursery

Camp Xplode

A fun day was
had by all when
Camp Xplode, our
new Holiday Club
provider, came

into school. The older children enjoyed air football
sessions whilst the younger ones experienced bush
craft. There was certainly a great buzz in the air.

Chinese New Year
The children had a full week learning about and
celebrating The Chinese New Year. The Nursery
children made lanterns, tasted Chinese food and made
a huge dragon to dance with. The Reception children
enjoyed crafts, learning Chinese words and a visit from
a Chinese student from Senior School.

Visitors
This half term our topic has been ‘People Who Help Us’.
To reinforce the children’s understanding we have
enjoyed a visit from our school nurse Catherine Boak.
The children learned about the very important job that
Nurse Catherine does and were eager investigate the
medical resources and equipment she brought with
her.

Speaking of
investigations...
the Nursery’s toy
dog Rainbow
Sparkles went
missing so after
looking at the
clues and creating
a ‘Crime Scene’,
we decided to call the Police to help us solve the
mystery! P.C.O. Rachel Hulme very kindly came to our
aid and also told the children about her special job.
Despite worrying about Rainbow Sparkles the
children were thrilled to try on child sized police
uniforms and even sit in a real police van.

Please don’t worry about Rainbow Sparkles, she was
returned safely by Mrs Slater who had been caring for
her when she was found with an injured tail.

Camembear
The children have been
saying ‘bonjour’ to
Camembear during
French with Mr Barker.
They have had lots of
fun learning words,
simple phrases and
traditional French
songs. Mr Barker has
often finished the
lesson with an activity.
Building a model of the
Eiffel Tower was a
particular favourite!
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Class Act: Blue Stockings

Drama

‘Blue Stockings’ was an excellent play, full of emotion as
well as comedy. It told the story of girls trying to get
equal rights for education and sent out a message,
which was to not give up. It actually made us happy to
have the right to be allowed at school.

One important part of the story was when one of the
girls had to go home to look after her siblings as her
brother didn’t have the time to do it.

There was a lot of really good acting and great
costumes. Overall it was a brilliant play. We thoroughly
enjoyed it and gave it five stars (out of five!).

Eleanor Kelsall Yoward and Megan Muse, 1st form
(year 7)
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The Year 6 basketball
team had their first
ever fixture when
they took part in the
Wakefield Schools
Trust Basketball

Championships. Despite their inexperience, the boys
displayed some fantastic dribbling skills and finished a
very creditable 4th out of the eight teams taking part.

Earlier this term, our Year 5/6 football team were one
of the nine schools taking part in the Wakefield
Schools Sports Trust Football Tournament, which was
held at Ackworth School. In what proved to be a
fantastic afternoon of football, our boys displayed
good teamwork and determination to finishing joint
5th.

Our year 4-6 cross country team travelled to
Barlborough Hall, Chesterfield, for the re-scheduled
HMC Cross Country Championships. On what can only
be described as a very challenging course against 12 of
the larger HMC Schools, our runners more than held
their own. Amongst the absolutely amazing efforts
from our team, there were some fantastic results with
podium finishes from Zarah Flint (3rd, Y4 girls) and Isla
Ball (2nd, Y5 girls). Other notable placings came from
Grace Baker, Sophia Belcher, Harry Crystal, Ashton
Coulson, Anna Colley and Gabriella Fullarton. Well
done to everyone; you were all brilliant!

Raising Road
Awareness
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Recycling
Year 6 pupils are working towards their Archbishop of
York Youth Trust Young Leader’s Award (now being run
for the 3rd year) based around teamwork and
challenge. As part of the Young Leader’s Award and
Global Learning, Year 6 devised a survey on how they
can improve the recycling at school and looked at what
recycling currently takes place alongside what isn’t
recycled. The pupils carried out a litter pick around
school followed by some research as to which big
companies and countries are being sustainable and
which are not.
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As part of the Ackworth Primary Schools’ initiative, we
welcomed Vicki, a Community Police Officer for Ackworth,
into school. After an assembly on road safety, ‘Smiley Sid’
went out with the children onto the main road outside school.
Sid’s job was to check the speed limit of 30mph. A tally chart
was made to record how many speeders we clocked – with
44mph being the highest! This has really raised awareness of
just how fast 30mph seems when you are a pedestrian
standing at the side of the road. School Council Members,
Nina Wileman and Sahib Bhinder, fed back the results at a
Primary School meeting. Their next venture is a Road Traffic
poster which will be made to (hopefully) remind drivers to
slow down when they are driving through the village.

This year Coram House’s focus is around
Global Learning. Each classroom clearly
displays the 17 sustainable goals. Assemblies
and lessons have been dedicated towards
this. A Global Learning week is planned;
during this week, the children will identify and
investigate a global issue and be able to
generate questions and explain their own
perspectives and those of others around
them. They will communicate their ideas in a
variety of ways and consider how to improve
conditions.

Already each year group has chosen its focus
and these range from renovating the old pond
in the grounds to looking at issues such as
global warming, poverty and plastic pollution.

The first thing is to recognise that for today’s
children, sustainability is very much a way of
life. The current generation of parents and
teachers are having to ‘unlearn’ many
behaviours and make significant changes to
their way of life. Hopefully by regular global
learning slots in the curriculum, our pupils will
view sustainability as a natural and fully
integrated way of living.

Christmas Eve
Kindness

C#am

House

Goals for Global
Sustainabilty

Wi* Sa�y Slater

Sport
Success

This Christmas Eve, brother and sister, Ruby
Wattis and Junior Thompson were featured in
local and national media for deciding to spend
their entire Christmas Eve giving out wrapped
Christmas gifts and warm food and clothes to
the homeless, for the Shelter charity.
They raised money and awareness for Shelter
and ended up on the BBC and Capital Radio,
among other media, for being kind as well as
being the youngest children in Britain to do
this.
They have also been invited to the Queen’s
Garden Party this year for being ‘Inspiring
Young Children’ recognised by the Diana
Award.



get about

English: Macbeth
Fifth form students saw a version of ‘Macbeth’ at
Yeadon Town Hall in readiness for their English
Literature exam. Stripped down to just three
actors, the troupe valiantly tackled the multitude

of roles in one of Shakespeare’s goriest
tragedies. The fast-paced adaptation of
‘Macbeth’ was the perfect way to revise the key
themes of ambition, power and revenge!
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Lower Sixth Geographers went to Hull to investigate the
impact of the City of Culture status. Lots was learnt
about fieldwork techniques.

A great evening was also had at the University of
Nottingham learning about lianas in the carbon cycle of
the rainforest.

Subjects

On Monday 13 January we went to take part in a life
drawing class at the Hepworth Gallery in Wakefield. This
was the Upper Sixth’s second time going to take part in
life drawing, but the first time for Lower Sixth. This time
we had a female model and we were exploring the
abstract form through the female figure. We
experimented with all different materials such as
pastels and charcoal. The artist who was working with
us guided us to becoming more expressive, inspired by
the work of American artist Christina Quarles. Drawing
from life is difficult but an interesting technique to
master and the day was enjoyed by all.

Martha Hathaway, U6th (year 13)

This was the first time I have ever tried life drawing, but
the experience was very enjoyable. We had to explore
different approaches to the subject which was definitely
challenging. In life drawing classes it is not a case of just
sitting and drawing like normal, as we had to draw in
ways that made us feel like we were doing a ‘workout’:
both our brain and our whole body had to participate
to produce a piece! This was especially difficult when
we had to capture the many different angles and poses
of the model. We also had the opportunity to
experiment with alternative art media that we have
never used before. It was an amazing trip because not
many people have the chance to do life drawing. It is
why I am very appreciative of this experience too.

Y Lan Hoang, L6th (year 12)

Chemistry
Future chemists exploring the rate of
substitution on different halogenoalkanes.

French
On Tuesday 4 February we had a visit from
Diane, a PhD student from Leeds University
who spoke to our third and fifth form pupils
about the advantages of learning a language as
well as sharing her personal experiences of
learning languages. She also led a seminar on
the French film ‘La Haine’ which our A level
students are studying. She covered the themes
and the social and historical context of the film,
giving us lots to think about!

Geography

Art: Expressive Drawing & Paris

On Wednesday 22 January, we travelled to Paris
to visit art galleries such as the Louvre, the Petit
Palais, L’Orangerie and the Grand Palais. We loved
every exhibit we saw, from the Monet in
L’Orangerie to the sculptures in the Louvre, but
especially the artworks temporarily on display by
El Greco, an artist who inspired one of our Spanish
independent projects and art portfolio. We
navigated the Metro independently and
appreciated the rich history of the city. We even
got the opportunity to attend a concert one
evening at a local theatre, meeting with our
French friend who we connected with through our
Projects Abroad trip back in the summer. Our trip
has been enlightening in the way that we have
faced the many obstacles of being young people
in a large city and have learnt to overcome them,
and therefore we feel as if we have grown as
individuals.

Martha Hathaway and Amelie Harper, U6th
(year 13)
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Our trip to the Black Country Museum was the most
memorable for several reasons. Even though the
weather wasn’t on our side we still managed to have an
amazing day. To start off we went on a canal boat,
powered by running; we experienced the working
condition of miners with all their different jobs. We saw
back to back houses and how much families struggled
in the cramped and cold conditions. We visited different
types of shops and looked at the variety of products
they would have sold and how metal chains would have
been created in a blacksmith’s forge. Overall it was a
jam-packed day, full of exciting new experiences.

Annabel Harper, 3rd form (year 9)

Subjects

History

In January we had the opportunity to go to Worksop
College to watch Voces8 perform. They are an
internationally renowned a cappella octet, performing
music from across time, and they even collaborated
with Worksop College’s choir to perform pieces. It was a
wonderful chance to see people perform who were of
such high musical calibre and were also so passionate
about music and musical education. It was a lovely
evening, and one which definitely inspired everyone
there.

Maisie Waite, L6 (year 12)

Voces8
Whilst studying the feudal system, the
first form were asked to write a poem
illustrating the hierarchy. This is one
student’s impressive response:

What is it like to be a peasant?
Well, let me tell you, it’s awfully
unpleasant.
The way I get treated is not right at all,
As I feel my freedom is awfully small.
Even though I feel that life should be lived
to the fullest
I don’t see the point when your life is the
dullest.

The system isn’t fair at all,
They think that money can buy all,
The more you have,
The higher you climb.
The less,
All live in poverty and crime.

Villeins, freemen, knights, barons and then
the King,
This is the feudal system,
And, boy! It is amazing!

Eve Livock, 1st form (year 7)

Maths
Marvels
It has been an exciting half term in the Maths
Department. Having won their heat in
Doncaster in November, the 6th form Team
of Taylor, Jamie, Aldrich and Oliver travelled
to London in February to compete in the
National Final of the Senior Team Maths
Challenge competition. The top 88 teams of
the original 1200 battled through five tough
rounds, demonstrating their speed, dexterity
and natural flair for all things mathematical.
Ackworth’s final position of 44th represents
a superb achievement against some very
tough opposition. It is an incredible
achievement and is testimony to a
combination of excellent teaching and
brilliant pupils!

Senior Team Maths Challenge Final,
London 2020
The trip to London for the team Maths
Challenge final was a fantastic experience for
me and the three boys, Oliver, Aldrich and
Jamie. Having won first place in the Regional
Final in November, we were due to compete
against 87 other teams in the National Final.
These were the other top teams out of 1200
teams from the UK who took part in the heats.
Although being exhausted at the end of the day,
we actually had a wonderful time because we
could not only stretch ourselves to the next
higher academic level with other skilful
mathematicians, but also enjoy some
invaluable moments in London, taking a look at
several magnificent historical buildings and
naturally beautiful landscapes. We came 44th
out of the 88 teams in the final which was a
marvellous reward for our hard-working effort
and especially our close-knit solidarity
throughout the competition. All in all we had
an unforgettable experience and will try to get a
better place in next year’s competition!

Taylor Nguyen, L6th (year 12)

Students of Ackworth School performed a
concert for a packed Wakefield Cathedral in
January. Coram Choir presented a varied
selection of four choral items, whilst the
Ensemble impressed the audience with their
musical performance of ‘Ode to Joy’ and
‘Wintery Time Parade’. Soloists, including Maisie
(voice), Rachel (flute), Ben (piano), William
(piano) and Jason (piano), all contributed to the
concert and proudly represented the school
with their performances. Feedback from the
concert was overwhelmingly positive and we
have been invited back next year.

Cathedral Choir
Coram Choir

RNS Live

Jazz night

This afternoon, our GCSE and A Level music
students have been observing the Royal
Northern Sinfonia Live! Set Works concert at the
Sage, Gateshead.

Ackworth musicians visited St. Aidan’s to
listen to a Jazz Night in February.

Music
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Sp#ts Terrific Tennis Club

Ackworth Tennis Club said of the award: ‘The awards
recognise the winners’ outstanding contributions to
grassroots tennis in Yorkshire. Both Alice and Don Saul
(President of Ackworth Tennis Club) fought off stiff
competition to win the recognition they undoubtedly
deserve for their parts in transforming Ackworth Tennis
Club from a club on the verge of extinction at the start
of 2018 to the flourishing, inclusive club it has become.’

‘I doubt that there is any other club in the country that
has experienced the membership growth that
Ackworth Tennis Club has achieved - from 17 to 130 in
18 months’, explains Richard Garrett CEO of BECSLink in
association with The Tim Henman Foundation.

‘This is down to the quality of the leadership and the
coaching. Don and Alice need particular praise. They
have embraced change and external partnerships with
Ackworth School, Yorkshire Tennis, The Tim Henman
Foundation and BECSLink.’

Presenting Alice with her Coach of the Year award,
Adrian Waites announced, ‘Alice has been the
inspiration behind a remarkable turnaround in the
levels of tennis participation at the club.’

In the 18 months since her appointment as Head

Coach, Alice has helped to boost membership at the
tennis club and established a comprehensive coaching
programme from scratch. Alice has embraced the full
suite of LTA courses, and is now involving nearly half of
the club’s members. Over 100 children have been
introduced to tennis through the LTA ‘Tennis for Kids’
programme and over 30 adults through ’Tennis Xpress’.

Her community work has introduced tennis activity to
over 2,000 school children at 17 local primary schools,
and she has supported the development of two further
coaches at the club.

Working closely with the club committee she has
organised five Open Days attended by over 300 people
and has been instrumental in developing competitive
play at the club with the introduction of Ladder
Leagues, Internal Competitions and Team Challenge
events with other clubs in the Wakefield area.

Alice said: ‘I was delighted to be awarded Coach of the
Year for Yorkshire. There have been fantastic coaches
who have won this award so it is a massive honour to
receive this. It has been a pleasure working with
Ackworth School and Ackworth Tennis Club. To see
tennis develop in the area has been a joy and it is now
starting to feel like a real community.’

Sports Round-Up
Boys’ Games and Sport
Another action packed half term of sport provided our
youngsters with the opportunity to compete in football,
hockey, basketball and squash.

Football results: The U13s and U15s both played
extremely well away to Hipperholme School, winning 7-
3 and 7-1 respectively. All three age groups travelled to
Read School the following week with two out of three
wins. The half term was concluded with good team
performances against Birkdale School, where the U13s
maintained their winning record, winning 4-2 and the
U16s lost.

Senior Basketball played a number of fixtures against
Bootham School, Woodhouse Grove and New College
Doncaster with a dramatic win away to Woodhouse
Grove following some outstanding shooting. The
department also hosted a number of hockey fixtures
against Bolton School throughout the half term,
providing positive and memorable opportunities.

Girls’ Games and Sport
The under 12 girls’ hockey team came second in the
Wakefield District hockey tournament narrowly losing
out on the top spot. The girls have shown a tremendous
amount of commitment to training and this has been
reflected in their development in terms of
understanding the game of hockey as well as
performance. Hockey Club is still ongoing with a great
turnout each week.

Boys’ and Girls’ Cross
Country
We had pupils representing The Wakefield District at
GSAL (The Grammar School at Leeds) in the Cross
Country event. All of the pupils did exceptionally well;
Caitlin Fowler has progressed through to the next
round to represent Yorkshire at the National Finals. Well
done to all involved.

Boys’ and Girls’ Squash
The squash teams
have been busy this
half term. Two of the
teams so far have
progressed to the
National finals which
will be held in March.
Please follow the PE
department on twitter
for the latest update
of fixtures, results and
news. Asia Harris won
a major title in
Nottingham - the
British Junior
Championships Girls
U15s - a fabulous win.

Congratulations to Alice Robson who has been awarded Tennis Coach of the Year

Netball
Throughout the first half term, we have taken
part in many netball fixtures. The girls have
shown a tremendous commitment to the sport;
we have seen fantastic results against local
teams within the Wakefield District and schools
further afield, including Fulneck, Read, Hull
Collegiate, Rishworth and The Mount. All teams
are developing great determination, teamwork
and skill level, thus presenting excellent
patterns of play on the court. In particular, our
U15s team has celebrated many successful
results and achievements; this reflects greatly
on their efforts throughout the season.

Seven of our students are currently
representing the Wakefield District Schools
Netball team: Claudia, Grace, Bani, Ink, Darcey,
Grace and Lucy.



Dear Year 6 pupils,

Hello and welcome to Ackworth School! I am going to
tell you everything you need to know about the
transition from the school you came from to this one.

It will feel strange and different moving schools, and I
was very sad to leave my old friends behind, but,
moving to high school means you have the best of both
worlds: you get to make new friends and keep all your
old friends. It’s a win, win!

You might feel tired in your first few weeks; I did. You
need to try and make sure you go to bed earlier than
you might normally do, as you’ll probably need to wake
up earlier than normal too.

You might also feel overwhelmed by not only tiredness
but homework as well. I came from a school where we
didn’t get any homework at all, and moved here where
we get three pieces a night. I felt very overwhelmed by
homework sometimes. Schoolwork and homework felt
like it had taken over my life and it felt like the only
thing I ever did was homework. It does feel stressful
sometimes, but it will get better as you become more
organised and can handle your time better. Just
remember that everyone else feels like that too.

School’s not all bad though. At break times we get to
go basically wherever we want: the library, the ICT suite,
DT, if you need to finish a project, or you could just stay
in the locker rooms.

Yeah! You do get a locker, you’ll need to bring your own
lock and key (or a combination lock is fine), and the
locker’s yours. You can decorate the inside of it with

pictures or just decorative paper. But remember, these
lockers are a privilege and can be taken away from you,
so act responsibly and respect other people’s
belongings.

After school there are loads of after school clubs.
Anything you like, they’ll probably have club about it.

Please don’t worry about making friends. There’s no
need to worry whatsoever. I know everyone you’ll
speak to will tell you this, but that’s because it’s true;
everybody here is nice: all the students and all the
teachers will make you feel so welcome, that you’ll
wonder why you were ever worrying.

Act natural, be cool and, I know it’s a bit of a cliché, but
just be yourself and everyone will want to be your
friend in seconds. Welcome to Ackworth!

Eleanor Kelsall Yoward, 1st form (year 7)
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Final Stage
118 School Teams from all over the country entered the
Schools’ Team Championships. Ackworth had two teams,
U16 boys and U16 girls, who had finished in joint first
place in West Yorkshire Zone finals and had, therefore,
qualified for the Regional Schools Team Final.

The Regional Schools Team Final was held on Sunday 9
February, at Meres Leisure Centre, Grantham. We were
successful in getting through to the final stage - the
National Schools Team Championship Finals. These will
be held at Hinckley Leisure Centre in March. Our two
teams will be joined by two other teams for the final
stage. Special mention goes to the boys’ team players:
Joe, Felix, Vincent, Jaco and Jack; and the girls’ team
players: Ruby, Felicia, Sandy and Ashley. Well done to all
the players and their coach Hong Peebles!

Talented Table Tennis Teams
Ackworth girls’ team dominated the Cadet and
Junior Team and Singles events winning in total
five gold and one silver medal.

Ackworth boys won the Cadet Team event and
were placed runners up in Cadet Singles. Our U15
boys also finished second and third in the Junior
Grade 1 Singles event.

Players from England, Scotland, Wales, Germany,
Romania, Portugal and Singapore all came to
participate in this event.

Congratulations also to our U16 boys’ and girls’
teams for winning the West Yorkshire School
Team Zone final and thus qualifying for the
regional finals.

Also well done to Amirul, Sandy and Jack for
winning their regional individual finals and
qualifying for the national finals. Well done to all
Ackworth players!

Pupils

Welcome to Ackworth!

Well done to Will C for winning the
'Yorkshire County Cricket U12 A Team All
Rounder Award' for three years in a row.

Winning Will

2019 Table Tennis England Stockton 4 Star Open



Following the news which made us all aware of
the horrific bush fires affecting vast swathes of
Australia we decided as a school we could and
should do something to try and help. Our pupils
are always ready to help those less fortunate
and were quick to respond to the request for
fund raising ideas.

A group of pupils offered to prepare a presentation
for Morning Meeting; this set the scene and shared
statistics and real life stories which have impacted
on the lives of so many human and animal lives.
Each pupil considered different aspects of both the
short and longer term effects of the fires. They
delivered a clear and thought-provoking message
which helped to create momentum behind our
efforts.

Michael Dancer also spoke. Having lived in Australia
for twelve years he added an authentic voice. He
knew the areas and had visited many of the parts
affected. We wanted to do more than just have a
non-uniform day; we felt we needed to link what we
learned about this event to our work earlier in the
year on Climate Change.

Our young people certainly managed that with their
well-researched facts and figures backed up with
powerful imagery showing iconic landmarks, well
recognised animals such as koalas and kangaroos
and people such as the aborigines and examples of
their artwork. They also focused on the work of the
rescue services and the almost impossible task they
faced.

Throughout the week many cakes to be sold were
baked by children in the first form and their families

and our pupils and families from the Autism
Resource held a bring and buy sale and sold sweets.
Third form pupils asked ‘How many sweets in the
jar?’, the second form ran the school tuck shop and
the fourth and fifth forms organised ‘Name the
Kangaroo’ and sold Australian lollies.

As a whole school we had a non-uniform day and
many pupils and staff proudly wore Australian
colours of green and gold. In total we raised an
amazing £1,178.86 all of which will be donated to
WIRES (Wildlife Information Rescue and Education
Service), the largest wildfire and rehabilitation
charity in Australia and the Australia Red Cross.

Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way
– a real team effort!

Lynda Barker, Assistant Deputy Head

On Sunday May 24 Ackworth School will be the
setting for an epic long distance obstacle course.
The course will comprise 2 laps, 1 lap and child
friendly versions. Every runner will be awarded
with a finisher’s t-shirt. This whole event is based
around supporting Rob Burrows and his family
as well as raising vital awareness for motor
neurone disease. Rob, who played for Leeds
Rhinos, England and Great Britain over a 17-year
career, has recently been diagnosed with the
degenerative illness that attacks the nerve cells
in the brain and spinal cord.

We will be hosting a range of entertainment
throughout the day as well as providing a
licensed bar and range of food. You will also find
plenty of local businesses offering their services
to you through their stalls.

Camp Xplode is coming to Ackworth School!
Camp Xplode Day Camps are an exciting way
to help children unplug, get back to nature
and make the most out of their holidays

No tech, just fresh air, fun and friendship!

Remember when we were children and we'd
spend hours outdoors playing?

When we were kids – fun was outdoors. Mums
would complain about mucky clothes and we’d
complain about having to come in for tea. We
learned about our environment without
consciously learning. And as a result, we know
how to make the perfect mud pie, how to climb
a tree and how to build an amazing den (secret
password, optional).

However these days it’s harder than ever to
distract our children from a screen. What with
phones, tablets and TVs; gaming, YouTube,
Netflix and Social Media – there’s a world (wide
web) of tech that seems to have stunted our
children’s sense of adventure. More and more
time is screen time, which means less and less
time outdoors, with friends (real, non-Facebook
friends), using their imagination or engaging with
nature. In fact, in the last year, a massive 64 per
cent of children played outside less than once a
week.*

Let’s get kids outdoors! But what about the worry
of strangers, traffic or heaven forbid the risk of
them getting dirty? The solution seems simple –
a natural, safe environment for them to learn,

explore and totally be themselves. Camp Xplode
is just that.

It’s the sort of place that makes the great
outdoors even greater. Camp Xplode’s unique
holiday day camps give children and young
adults the chance to discover their wild side – it’s
a better type of childcare, albeit somewhat
mucky (sorry Mums).

Children take part in activities such as sports,
drama, crafts, games, bushcraft; picking up life-
long skills without even realising. Children will
unplug from technology and reconnect with the
natural world. You won’t find any screens or tech
here. Instead, it’s all about fresh air, fun and
friendship.

Free range fun, at its best - isn’t that what being
a kid’s all about?

If you’d like to know more about Camp Xplode or
book a place for your child, take a look at
campxplode.co.uk and get ready for an
adventure.

*According to a survey by TV channel Eden.
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Community

Upcoming Day Camps
EASTER CAMPS: 6 – 17 APRIL
MAY HALF TERM CAMPS: 26 – 29 MAY
SUMMER CAMPS: 20 JULY – 29 AUGUST

In Autism Resource, we took part in
Australia day in aid of WIRES (Wildlife
Information Rescue and Education
Service) which is the largest wildlife
rescue and rehabilitation charity in
Australia.

We held a bring and buy, bake and sweet
sale. I would like to thank staff and
students for helping us raise £140.96

Hannah Britton, AR

Oz Fire Appeal
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Second Chance Clothing
Raising funds collecting unwanted clothes.
Friday 28 March. If you would like to
contribute, please drop your bags in the main
school car park, outside Coram House
between 8am and 9am.

Primary schools of Ackworth
Co-ordinated schools litter pick to take place
across the schools w/c 27/4/20
Monday 27/4/2020 – Oakfield Park School*
Tuesday 28/4/2020 – Ackworth School
Wednesday 29/4/2020 – Bell Lane School*
TBC but could also swap with Oakfield
Park
Thursday 30/4/2020 – Mill Dam School
Friday 31/4/2020 – Ackworth Howard
School

Ackworth Easter Concert
Thursday 26 March at 7pm in Ackworth
School Meeting House.

Resilience Day – 24 April 9.30am - 2.45pm
Year 4 students from Coram House and other
local primary schools will be involved in five
activities during the day aimed at nurturing
resilience. The resilience activities are being
developed and facilitated by Ackworth School
students as an opportunity to develop
leadership and employability skills.

Spring Clean 2020 – Community Litter Pick,
Saturday 16 May
This will be run as a student/boarder activity,
with day students, parents and the local
community invited to join. Meet in Ackworth
School car park at 9am and return for
refreshments in Centre Library at 11am.
Also Sunday 17th May 2020 from 10am-
12noon. Meet at Ackworth Community
Centre on Bell Lane.

Primary schools of Ackworth
Co-ordinated schools litter pick w/c 15/6/20.
Primary school litter picks to take place across
the schools
Monday 15/6/2020 – Oakfield Park School*
Tuesday 16/6/2020 – Ackworth School
Wednesday 17/6/2020 – Bell Lane School*
TBC but could also swap with Oakfield
Park
Thursday 18/6/2020 – Mill Dam School
Friday 19/6/2020 – Ackworth Howard
School

Primary Schools of
Ackworth Road Safety
Education Week
The primary schools of Ackworth have chosen road
safety as one of their community projects for the
benefit of all the young people in the village.

In January, with the support of PCSO Vicki Jackson, the
Primary Schools held their Road Safety Education Week.

PCSO Vicki Jackson spent one day per primary school,
delivering an assembly on road safety, where she
discussed hazards and safe behaviour. Following the
assembly, the students went outside in groups to
monitor the speed of passing vehicles.

In addition, the primary schools have launched their
own road safety poster campaign across the primary
schools.

Ackworth Parish Council will select the overall winning
design and the shortlisted posters will then be used to
create a road safety banner, which will be displayed
outside each primary school, to reinforce the
commitment of all the local primary schools to road
safety. We are hopeful that these will be on display
early in the Summer term.

Community
Outreach

HOLLINGWOOD
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Staff

Sam Baker, New Deputy Head
Ackworth School welcomed new member of

staff, Sam Baker, in September. Here is a
snapshot of the School’s new Deputy Head

(Academic and Pastoral).

Teacher of Business and Economics as well as Deputy
Head, Sam Baker arrived in Ackworth during the
summer holidays from Worksop College,
Nottinghamshire, relocating with her husband and
three daughters, aged 11, 8 and 7.

From day one she says she has been warmly welcomed.
‘I knew that I wanted an appointment at a school where
faith was important. Ackworth School, and its Quaker roots
is something I’m thankful for. I knew it was a special place
from the first day I arrived. I could sense the warmth and
family atmosphere right at the beginning. The silent
reflection was something I found difficult at the start, but
I’ve learnt to really appreciate the times of silence, to clear
my head and re-gather my thoughts.’

Sam knew that as a career progression, she wanted to
be able to make changes and to be able to drive these
forward. ‘It’s frustrating when you can see things that
could be improved for students to make things better and
not to be able to do anything about it. Ackworth School has
so many good aspects and I want to improve on these.

‘For example, I was able to look at the reporting system
and see it through the eyes of a parent as well as a member
of staff. I wanted to make it more frequent, informative
and accessible to everyone.’

Sam was not always a teacher. She was a project
manager for four years after university and relocated
from Peterborough to Christ’s Hospital in Horsham in

1999 when her husband was appointed Director of
Sport. Here she got involved in the boarding life of
school and realised that children were not so bad! Sam
has therefore been involved in boarding for the past 20
odd years.

She enjoys being part of the boarding community. She
recognises that it’s not a ‘9 to 5 job’ and is happy to give
up time freely to make a difference.

Ultimately, being a teacher and a Deputy Head revolves
around three things for Sam: safety, inspiring pupils to
believe that with hard work anything is achievable and
to encourage students to grasp every opportunity
inside and outside the classroom. That’s what she
wants her students to do!

Factfile
Coffee or tea: Latte coffee

Cat or dog: Dog – we’re awaiting the
newest member of the family as we speak

Pet hate: Mess and general untidiness

Favourite food: Fillet steak

Favourite film: Erin Brockovich

One thing that you don’t like about
being a teacher: Telling students about
uniform. I would rather be asking how
things are going!

One thing that you love about being a
teacher: That every day is different.
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Fitness Suite The Development of our New Fitness Suite

At the start
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The needs of the entire school community were
taken into consideration so that everyone could
have use of it. This fits in with the necessity to
emphasise wellbeing. It is increasingly clear that
pupils have to be taught to look after themselves
and that the school has to take the lead in the
provision of appropriate activities for them.

Whilst we have a celebrated choice of activities
after school, a fully equipped, proper fitness
centre has evaded us. The decision to appoint a
strength and conditioning coach is the right thing
to do if we are to maximise its benefits. There is
no doubt that more people will be interested in
using it and management of this resource will be
important to ensure that everyone has access.

Anton Maree, Head

We continue to improve the Ackworth experience for all our
staff and pupils. Our Fitness Suite is another example of how
we are developing the School through affordable initiatives.

At �e start and progress...

Our finished Fitness Suite... almost ready f� students Mirr�s and signage wi� complete �e look.

Fitness Suite at Christmas New underscreed Needing equipment Nearly ready
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Car�rs

External Speakers

This term the pre-A level students, Advanced
Foundation and Autism Resource pupils have
had their careers interviews with our careers

consultant, Martin Palmer. This was aimed at
helping students to plan their choices, post 16-18.

The L6th and 4th form one-to-one career interviews
commenced and continued throughout the term, while
the U6th form students completed their university
applications via UCAS. Pupils were invited to attend a
workshop, hosted by Lancaster University, on how to
reply to their UCAS undergraduate offers (how to make
your firm and insurance choices).

Extended Forms – First and Second Form
The 1st and 2nd form pupils had their extended form
session on job roles on Wednesday 5 February 2020.
The pupils looked at different job roles and job families
and researched several different jobs to discover what
they would involve and what school subjects would be
useful for each job.

Post-18 Options Evening
On Tuesday 21 January 2020, we hosted our Post-18
Options Evening. The event was bustling with over 120
students and parents from Ackworth School and our
local secondary schools, to discuss their post-18
options with representatives from a wide range of
universities and apprenticeship providers.

Talks were hosted throughout the evening, covering a
range of topics, in the Fothergill Theatre: University life:
A Student’s Perspective; Choosing a Course at
University; Apprenticeships; International Students;
Student Finance; Work Placements During Your Degree.

Thank you to those who provided feedback on the
event, which will be used in the planning of our 2021
event. The event was an overwhelming success with 80
per cent of attendees rating the event as very useful, 8
out of 10!

Careers Carousel
We hosted our annual Careers Carousel & Exhibition
for pupils in 4th form to U6th on Thursday 30 January
2020.

Our interactive ‘speed-dating’ style carousel of careers
hosted 14 different experts in their occupations. This
provided our pupils with an insight into a wide variety
of job roles in a short space of time.

There was energy and excitement in the Music Centre,
as pupils moved around careers such as the police
force, event management, careers in lighting, sound
and stage, marketing, banking, human resources,
careers in football, catering, law, architecture,
manufacturing and logistics, entrepreneurs that own
their own business and many more.

In the evening, the professionals exhibited in Centre
Library to provide students with a further opportunity
to seek advice and ask questions. A number of students
were fortunate enough to be presented with work
experience opportunities and workshop opportunities
as a direct result of attending the event.

Overall the feedback from the event has been positive
from both students and exhibitors and we look forward
to using their feedback to improve the event for next
academic year.

5th Form Work Experience
Work experience is scheduled week commencing 22 June 2020 and 29 June 2020 and is
available to the 5th form and U6 pupils.

This term, we have hosted several external
speakers including Dr Samatha Caton, who held a
workshop that introduced pupils to public health
and how to prepare for medical school interviews,
and Murphy Miller, from Dukes Applications who
spoke on how to ‘Demystify the US University
Process’.

Also Dr Ian Clark from UCL (University College
London), a cognitive neuroscientist, who looks at
the biological underpinnings of how our brains
allow us to think, shared his research from UCL,
and provided a unique opportunity for our
students to discuss with him his career and how he
progressed from undergraduate to Dr.

Choices and Planning And where exactly are you
from? ... Is it Prague? ...
So, you mean
Czechoslovakia?

These and many other
questions and
statements were
directed towards me at
the beginning of my stay.
I get it. Geography isn’t my
strength either.

I’m from the Czech Republic and at the end of March, I will
have spent three months at Ackworth School in the Lower
6th. I decided to come here to get a taste of the so much
discussed Anglo-American educational system. It differs
a lot from the educational system in my country.

First of all, the biggest difference is the number of subjects
studied in the two last years before final exams. Here it is
three. In my country, it is 14. Despite this inequality, I
found studying here much more intense. It might be
because I chose Maths, Chemistry and Biology.

Second of all, it is the number of pupils in the classroom.
I am used to studying with 30 people with hardly any
attention from the teacher towards individuals. I think this
is the biggest advantage. Students know teachers better
and teachers know students better. It gives everyone the
ability to communicate with each other in different and
more effective ways. You can even meet your maths
teacher at events such as Park Run.

This leads me to my final point. The activities that you can
do here! Don’t get me wrong. It’s not like we are doing
nothing in the Czech Republic. It all just takes a lot more
effort there. Finding the nearest/cheapest club, texting the
director, waiting for a few weeks, going for a try-out, not
being able to unite your schedule with the times needed
to perform the activity, finding the second nearest/second
cheapest club and so on. Not here! You can just pick your
favourite activity during registration and that is it. I enjoy
that ease of organisation.

To conclude, I would like to thank everyone for a nice
welcome. I have enjoyed my stay here very much and I
wish you all good luck.

Lincoln Weekend

Boarding

To celebrate the Chinese New Year, we
visited Mr Barker’s class in Coram and told
them all about it. We then showed and
helped them with a variety of activities. The
Spring Festival is the most significant festival
for Chinese people.

Every Spring
Festival, there are
many unique
customs, such as
eating a New Year's
Eve dinner, watching
the Spring Festival
gala, wearing new
clothes, setting off
firecrackers, and
lucky money. Of
course, it is essential
to display the Spring Festival decorations.

We would like to thank Coram for giving us
the opportunity to introduce our traditional
festivals to them, so that more people can
understand our Chinese culture. We were
very delighted to interact with the children
and play games together and the whole
school was really lovely, when they all paid
attention to our speech.

We hope that we have more such meaningful
activities!

Mike Hu, U6 (year 13) and Rain Yang, L6
(year 12)

Chinese
Celebration

Aneta



Ackworth School
pupils have taken part
in the British eSports
Championships and
are thrilled with their
3-0 victory! Well done!
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British eSports
Championships

This half term I have been attending Cookery
Club on a Monday evening. As I take GCSE Food
Preparation and Nutrition this has allowed me
to develop my skills further whilst doing
something I really enjoy. We have made a
variety of food products from vegetarian chilli
as part of Veganuary, sticky toffee pudding,
sweet and sour chicken to celebrate the
Chinese New Year, muffins and meatballs. The
variety of dishes we have prepared has catered
for all tastes and abilities, whilst giving us the
opportunity of working with other year groups.

Evelyn Salter, 4th form (year 10)

Clubs

Cookery Club

More Harry Potter Book Night fun! Getting our names in
the Goblet of Fire, the summoning game and solving the
sphinx riddles! Sorting cakes were provided by Eleanor's
mum. We also made a lakescape of the second task in
the ‘Goblet of Fire’, completed Triwizard Tasks, the Great
Quiz and enjoyed a few treats.

Harry Potter Club
M�t *e

Staff

Jackie Utley
On 14 January 1985, Jackie Utley began

working for the School’s Bursar in her new
role as Bursar’s Secretary. Jackie had just left

her job working in a secretarial pool at Gibson
Wilkinson (later to become Gibson Booth) to start
what was to become her job for the next thirty five
years (and counting).

There were many aspects of the job back in 1985 that
still remain today, albeit that computers have replaced
the typewriter, multiple copies of documents are copied
on the photocopier rather than being printed on the
Gestetner machine (how many of you know what these
were?), scanners and emails have replaced the fax
machine, and the internet has replaced hours of sifting
through files and journals looking for information that
is now readily accessible to all.

Yet, despite the changes in working practices, the
fundamentals of the job are predominantly unchanged.
For each of the five permanent Bursars, the Interim
Bursar and the Bursar Consultant that Jackie has
worked with, she has organised, filed, managed diaries,
collated Committee papers, maintained the admissions
book, maintained the minute books, issued bursary
forms, handled incoming and out-going
correspondence, acted as Secretary to Ackworth
General Meeting, and generally kept the Bursar’s office
running smoothly.

Jackie recalls: ‘There have been fun days, sad days, and
challenging days, but always varied and interesting
days. These days the busy times are preparing papers
for Committee meetings and, of course, there’s always
a fair amount of stress when there’s an ISI inspection.
Back in the earlier days communication was very
different. The Bursar at the time used to have us all
totally confused. He had a buzzer on his desk, one buzz
meant he wanted me, two buzzes for the Assistant
Bursar, three buzzes for Payroll and four buzzes if he
wanted Reception. The trouble was that if he pressed
one buzz and I didn’t respond immediately, he would
buzz again and again until eventually we all found
ourselves in his office trying to work out who he
wanted. Thank goodness for the good internal phone
system we have in school today!’

Among the Heads, Bursars and Clerks to School
Committee that Jackie has worked with over the years,
she has come across some pretty tough people, and
she’s had to be pretty tough herself at times to cope
with these characters and with some of the things that
life has also thrown at her. Back in 1998, Jackie received
the news that Coram House was dropping its admission
age to 5 years old, and Jackie was delighted that her
daughter Zoe would be able to enrol the following year

at Ackworth School. Jackie was looking forward to
coming to school every morning and dropping Zoe off
in the classroom before heading across the car park to
her office.

But just before Zoe started at Ackworth, Jackie became
ill with a condition that would leave her with a lifelong
disability. She was told that she would probably never
walk properly or work full-time again. Of course, the
doctors had not reckoned on Jackie’s grit and
determination and, not only did she walk properly, but
she has held down a full time job ever since.

We asked Jackie what she put this down to and she said
without hesitation, that she could attribute it to two
things. The first was that, as a young Mum, she needed
to get back on her feet, get her daughter into Ackworth
School and allow the family to live a normal life. The
second factor was Ackworth School itself. Jackie feels
to this day that the School’s Quaker ethos, the patience
and caring attitude shown to her during this difficult
period helped to put her ‘back together again’. Not
surprisingly then, when we asked Jackie what she felt
was the best thing about working at Ackworth School,
she said ‘it was the feeling of being part of the Ackworth
family and community’.

Jackie is convinced that this sense of community was
felt by Zoe too. Despite thoughts from Mum that Zoe
should leave Ackworth at age 16, Zoe was determined
to see out the remainder of her schooling at Ackworth.
Working in the same school as her daughter has given
them a shared sense of belonging. Both Zoe and Jackie
have made many friends at Ackworth and although
many left long ago, the friendships endure today.

So, on behalf of the Ackworth School community, we
thank you Jackie for your unfaltering dedication to the
School for the last 35 years. Here’s to many more years
of making memories in and around Ackworth.
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If we were to ask the Ackworth School
Community what makes Ackworth School
special, there would undoubtedly be many and

varied answers, yet one wonders what proportion
of the answers would cite the School’s historic
buildings as special.

Like many buildings surviving today that were built
before 1840, Ackworth School is a listed building. There
are around 500,000 listed buildings in England but only
around 2.5 per cent of them carry the grade 1
classification given to buildings like ours which are
deemed to be of exceptional interest.

It is without doubt a beautiful building and for those of
us who are schooled, work or live here, we are indeed
fortunate to find ourselves in buildings and grounds
with such a rich heritage. However, maintaining these
beautiful buildings brings with it a whole set of
challenges.

Here is a brief insight into five of our challenges:

Challenge 1 – Using the Right
Materials
Construction methods in the 1700s relied heavily on
permeable materials which allowed moisture such as
rainwater, groundwater and internal moisture within
the buildings to evaporate freely away. These building
methods rely on wind, heating and adequate internal
ventilation through chimneys, windows and general
draughts to provide the air flow. Today buildings are
built with cavity walls, cement mortars, damp proof
courses and membranes and if we use these modern
materials we can often be at odds with the way the
building was designed to work. Lime mortars are
therefore often required when carrying out repairs to
buildings, as alternative materials can affect the
building’s ability to balance moisture content. Of
course these traditional materials are inevitably more
expensive and require the skills of highly sought after
(and often therefore, expensive) craftsmen.

Challenge 2 – Finding Suitable
Alternatives
Whilst we would all love to recreate buildings as they
were intended when built, sometimes it simply isn’t
possible. It may well be that a particular traditional
building method has died out, or is in such scarce
supply that recreating in the original form is
prohibitively expensive. Regrettably we are also
sometimes visited by people less appreciative of our
heritage who decide that some of the old building
materials are desirable in their own right. Like many
other owners of old buildings, we have on occasions
found that lead has been stolen from the roof. Historic
England understand and appreciate that replacing
stolen lead with new lead will not solve the problem
and this might therefore be one such occasion when it
is appropriate to seek alternative materials.

Challenge 3 – Health and Safety
Everyone loves to blame the Health and Safety Officer
for spoiling their fun or presenting obstacles, but there
are times when we are grateful for the Health and
Safety expert’s advice. Often the renovation of a
building can involve the removal of some material
which in its day was perfectly acceptable, but which
now constitutes a health and safety risk. Lead plumbing
for example was banned in the 1970s at about the
same time that many asbestos-based products came
onto the market. A building as old as Ackworth has had
many alterations in its life and with each new project
comes the trepidation of wondering whether we will
unearth any hazardous materials that might have been
covered up for years.

Occasionally however, we uncover beautiful
architecture which we would love to leave exposed, but
we can sometimes face the challenge of whether an
exposed ceiling or fireplace for example would now
comply with current health and safety legislation in a
school.

Behind

*e Scenes

Maintaining a Historic Building

Challenge 4 – Making The
Building Fit For Modern Living
Anyone who walks down Centre Passage and sees the
old school photographs on the walls will see that whilst
much of the school is still recognisable today, parts of
school have had to change. The installation of ensuite
bathrooms and two/three bedded rooms in Boys’
School House have replaced the old style dormitories
and the relocation of the Autism Resource to the West
Wing which had in years gone by been music rooms
and sixth form studies demonstrate that the needs of
a busy school demand change. Today our challenges
are the renovation of the old boiler house and
swimming pool complex and the replacement of an old
and inefficient heating system with a modern energy
saving system that we can monitor and regulate using
technology.

Challenge 5 – Planning For The
Things We Want To Use And For
The Things That Are Redundant
Planning for the restoration of historic buildings brings
with it not just the usual complexities of submitting a
planning application but a raft of other obligations. In
addition to bat and crested newt surveys required by
the Local Authority, a recent planning application
required us to conduct significant (but fascinating)
research at the Wakefield Archive, looking back at how
the buildings had been used and modified over the
years. This information was not only required to inform
the listed building consent, but as Ackworth School

forms part of the High Ackworth Conservation area the
Local Authority Planners also have an obligation to
ensure that any works are in keeping with the
requirements set out by the conservation guidance. Of
course planning permission is not only required for new
and restoration works, but certain aspects of the site
are also deemed to be of such historic interest that they
must be maintained even if not in use. Our old boiler
house chimney is one such case in point. Now in need
of some remedial works, this redundant chimney is
required to remain standing as it is now the last
remaining chimney of its kind in the local area.

Our in-house maintenance team work hard to find
solutions to the challenges, they frequently speak to
experts in building restorations, borrow ideas from
other historic buildings and are prepared to learn new
skills in order to carry out the required works. We are
blessed with an in-house maintenance team who have
a passion for maintaining the school in a sympathetic
manner.

Susan Allen, Bursar

Ceiling in Housekeeper’s Room which was
exposed when we took down the 1970s ceiling.

Housekeeper’s Room all stripped out.

Work in progress when we decided to move the
partitions in the Westwood Building and take it
back to its original design as a library.

Lifting the floor on Middle Passage after 250
years of wear and tear.

This image gives an idea of what we found
when we lifted the floor. It shows the old solid
beams, but with not so solid slats resting on
the beams to hold the flags.

Work being done to re-lay the old flags on
Middle Passage when they had started to
become unstable.



The archives recently received a donation of early
needlework and a splendid Quaker bonnet from Mark
Eastman of Devon. They probably belonged to his
ancestor, Hannah Bevington, who was a scholar at
Ackworth School from 1806 to 1811. Four of Hannah's
siblings also attended Ackworth between 1803 and
1809. The family came from Worcester and research
suggests that they were glovers. The school is very
grateful to Mark for his very kind gesture.
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Ali Hyde

I’m Ali, I was at Ackworth from 2009-2016, and
then studied for a BA at Cambridge in Human,
Social, and Political Sciences, graduating in

June 2019. Since then, I’ve been working as the
Education Officer and Deputy President of
Cambridge University Students’ Union. This is a
full-time year-long elected position with the aim
of representing students across the Collegiate
University, specifically on issues related to their
education.

I’ve done a lot of student representation work
throughout the years, including being a School
Officer when I was at Ackworth, heading the
Student Union’s LGBT+ Campaign, and performing
the role of Vice-President on my college’s internal
Student Union. What’s so interesting about my
current job, however, is the cross-section of the
university that I get to see and the insight that
comes from being involved in such a broad range of
projects.

As sabbatical officers (‘sabbs’), we do a lot of

different kinds of work. We campaign, both within
the confines of the university but also on national
issues. We sit on committees, presenting the
student view on the issues that the university is
currently focused on. We support students in their
own peer advocacy work and we run events for
students.

I’ve been running the Student Union’s Boycott of
the National Student Survey (NSS) this year,
encouraging students to not fill out this particular
survey, as it is a metric which feeds into the
Teaching Excellence Framework, the regulatory
framework that ranks universities against one
another and exacerbates a culture of marketisation
in Higher Education that our union has policy
against.

One of the other parts of my job is supporting the
student academic representatives in the university.
I run a fortnightly forum for them to meet and
discuss the issues that they’re working on and join
up to campaign on cross-faculty and cross-school
problems. I also lobbied academics last year to vote
‘placet’, (yes), in a ballot to reform the way academic
representatives are elected and it’s very exciting
that those reforms are going to be in place from
October onwards!

I also run the Student-Led Teaching Awards which
are an opportunity for students to recognise the
great work teaching and support staff do in the
university.

Those are only three of the projects I’m working on
– it’s a mad job!

It is really rewarding to be able to put into practice
all the advocacy skills I’ve learned over the years
and to spend one more year in this city. Ackworth
started that process off and it was also where I
really discovered my passion for music and I still
play in my college’s jazz band and sing in the chapel
choir. Music keeps me sane in what is a very busy
and highly scrutinised role.

I am very lucky to have such a busy and varied life
– and Ackworth definitely laid the foundations for
that!

Archive Corner

Sally Harby taught piano here at Ackworth until a
serious road accident in 1982 put an end to her career.
She has lived in France for the last 16 years, but on 3
February 2020 she visited Ackworth to see the new
Steinway pianos.

After a tour of the Music Department, she played a
piece of Rachmaninov on the Steinway grand, much to
the delight of a Coram class. Sally's verdict on the
Steinway was - ‘formidable!’. Here she is seen with
family members including her sister Celia Wolfe who
taught History at the school for 25 years.

Sally Harby

The Adventures of Poetry Continue after Leaving
Ackworth. On the 25th September 2019, I read my
college emails and saw a new delivery. Three
beautiful words lit up the screen in bold letters:
‘Poetry Writing Competition’. My eyes sparkled like
an excited child and I hastily clicked and read more
to find that ‘Young Writers’ was running a poetry
contest with the theme of ‘Through Their Eyes’.

The email gave some suggestions of starting points
for inspiration, such as world leaders or celebrities,
but I wanted to explore the qualities of an abstract
noun within this theme. Being the super-obsessed
manga and anime fan I am, I first took inspiration
from the character ‘Truth’, a god-like character that
appears in the series ‘Fullmetal Alchemist’. However,
after exploring this idea I found my work was
lacking originality, so I decided to change the topic.
What other theoretical images could I come up with

that in many ways symbolised an all-powerful deity?
What other notion could make people face the facts
at the end of the tunnel?

One particular suggestion bounced around the
walls of my brain: Death - a pretty clever suggestion
considering my known morbid style of writing.
Soon, I found myself experimenting with similes,
metaphors, alliteration and other literary devices.
Before long, I was submitting the poem online and
eagerly awaiting the results.

A letter arrived at my college some
weeks later from ‘Young
Writers’ stating that my poem
had been selected as one of
those to be published in
their book. I was over the
moon to receive my copy
of the book and can now
proudly say that I am a
published poet.

Robyn Wickham



Every year at this time, we enjoy counting down the
sleeps to the Ackworth Old Scholars’ Easter Gathering,
but this year, given the growing concerns around COVID-
19, we have made the very difficult decision to postpone
Easter Gathering 2020.
As an international boarding school, Ackworth needs to
provide a safe home to boarders who are prevented from
travelling home for the Easter holidays. Easter Gathering
always attracts visitors from all parts of the UK and also
overseas, and bookings this year prove no exception. It is
hard to know what the consequences of such a gathering
would be this year.
Sal will personally contact all who have booked, and
any payments already received will be refunded. If
you have any queries about payments, please
contact Sal Wright in the first instance:
aosaeaster@yahoo.co.uk or 07825 704074.
Both School and Old Scholars remain fully committed to
Easter at Ackworth, and once the current COVID-19 crisis
is averted, we will be seeking to rearrange plans for later
in the year if alternative dates can be found. We hope

you will understand our decision, made in the spirit of
the School motto - non sibi sed omnibus - and we wish
you all a happy and safe Easter.

Old Scholar Maddy Ward recently celebrated
her marriage to Tom Pennington at
Ackworth School. Here she describes what

it was like to have a wedding at her old school...
‘Words can't describe how grateful we are to Ackworth
School for everything they did to make our wedding
perfect. The first thing to say is that the School's
flexibility and can-do attitude cut through a wedding
industry that is otherwise daunting and commercialised,
and made us feel immediately at ease.

‘They respected the traditions of the Quaker wedding we
were having, and tailored their package around it; we
were always made to feel like valued customers. We had
a vision for how we wanted our wedding to look and
feel, and they made it happen. Every member of the
team went above and beyond with their kindness,
energy and imagination to bring our hopes to reality.

‘The service was professional and personable
throughout. The food was absolutely out of this world,
and several of our guests said it was the best wedding
meal they had ever had. The price was very reasonable
for everything we got, and the range and combination of
services on offer can't be matched by any other venue in
the area.

‘And then, of course, the venue itself is absolutely
stunning - the star of the show! The School also allowed
our guests to stay in the boarding houses overnight for
a very reasonable price, which made it so much easier
for all those who were travelling and gave the sense of
the wedding as a 'whole-weekend' event. We can't stress
this enough: if you are looking for a wedding reception
that is personal, beautiful and good value, you must
choose Ackworth School.’

Maddy Ward
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Easter Gathering Postponed

Stephen Wright's name or doodlings will most likely
still be found around the school or grounds of
Ackworth. I think he had the time of his life there;
stories of girls, orange peel wine and smoking
behind the bike shed were often lamented over.
Studying was not important to Dad at the time, with
his interests firmly focused on the music, art and
culture of the late 1960s.
However, after his time at Ackworth, instead of going
off to art school he decided to open his own antique
shop in Wakefield. Five years later he sold it and
joined his father Colin in the footwear distribution
industry. After 11 years of great business he made
another change by moving into financial advice.
Apparently he was talked into joining by his own
financial advisor!
In 1978 he married Louise Wright and they had two
children, Gemma and Jeremy who all had a great
family life in Nun Monkton for more than ten years.
During that time he went back to footwear sales with
great success and then the distribution industry
collapsed with buyers going direct to their own
factories. This forced dad to go back into financial
advice for several years. In that time he divorced,
moved to London with Jyoti, learnt to ride
motorbikes, moved back up to Boston Spa and
enjoyed a few years as a bachelor.

Dad was always a maverick at heart and after one
too many pieces of compliance paperwork he
decided to set up his own business as a painter and
decorator in 2012. He also started painting pictures
more often and sold a few great ones but sadly this
was cut short by an accident.
In October 2019 he was pulling ivy off the front of his
house when he slipped from his ladders. He leaves
behind four grandsons but his wisdom and humour
will certainly be passed on. Jeremy Wright

Stephen Wright

Liz Morgan 1972 -74
We are sad to learn that Liz Morgan, Ackworth School Old Scholar 1972 -1974 died recently.

Photography by Freya Raby
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Senior School Events
April
20 Term Begins

May
5 Open Morning
9 Leave Weekend
9 General Meeting 10.30am - 3.45pm
25-29 Half Term

June
13 Leave Weekend
18 Inter-House Athletics 2 - 4pm

July
1 Party on the Green 6 - 8pm
4 Open Day – Term Ends 3pm
4 Summer Ball 7.30pm - 1am

Coram House
April
24 Y4 Resilience Day

May
1-3 Y5/6 Residential Trip to Ullswater
w/c 11 Science Week

June
10 Nursery Sports Afternoon
12 Nursery Sports Afternoon (back up)
15 Pre-Prep trip to Cannon Hall
17 Coram Sports Afternoon
22 Coram Sports Afternoon (back up)
25 Y6 Production
26 Reports available to view on Parent

Portal

July
3 Y6 Leavers’ Assembly
3 End of Term – Coram House closes

at 11.30am

Summer Term

at a Glance

Deb Henery
Deb Henery is an Old Scholar of Ackworth
School, joining in year 5 of Coram House in 2006.
Now she has returned to work with the PE
Department as she trains to be a PE teacher.

I left Ackworth in 2013 and like many young adults I
was unsure about what career pathway I would take.
As all my teachers and peers knew, I was an avid
sportsperson and as well as representing the school in
most sports, I also ski raced competitively for England.

However, my other huge passion was baking and
cooking, and I aspired to become the next Michel Roux
Jr. I set my hopes high, and for the next three years
trained as a professional chef at York College. A couple
of years after graduating the reality of being a
professional chef had hit hard and the industry was
gruelling. I took some time to re-think my future and
took a huge risk.

In 2018 I became a student once again and enrolled at
Sheffield Hallam University to study BSc Honours
Physical Education and School Sport. I am now in the
second year of my degree and have recently started a
seven-week work placement here at Ackworth. It is a
privilege to work along side the teachers who inspired
me to be the best version of myself all those years ago.

I believe Ackworth School allows you to be creative,
unique and instils confidence, motivation and drive
within all young people that step through its doors.
Working at Ackworth as a trainee PE teacher is very
different from my days here as a student, however the
sense of warmth and belonging remains the same.

In my opinion, the school has made incredible
improvements within the PE department. There is a
larger number of activities available to students which
help to encourage all students to be active. Hopefully
they will find enjoyment and purpose in physical
activity in order to encourage lifelong participation. It
is also evident
that great
measures have
been put in
place in order
to support elite
athletes
throughout
their
development. I
am excited to
continue my
development as
an individual
and as a
trainee teacher
here at
Ackworth and
work towards
inspiring future.

Please be aware that due to current circumstances
as we go to print, any future event maybe subject
to change.


