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Use of our facilities was the first gesture to begin our
relationship with our neighbouring primary schools and
this was a useful way to start. It established trust and
understanding that has led to a more meaningful
partnership. Today we have an award-winning tennis
coach sponsored by the Tim Henman Foundation and
Yorkshire Tennis, who promotes tennis as an activity in
15 primary schools including Ackworth School and is the
coach at the Ackworth Tennis Club which has grown
from a small club of 17 members to a membership of

125 within 12 months. Table tennis was the pilot
activity and the coach works with 4,500 pupils

including pupils in Coram House and the
Senior School. Pentathlon also works with

15 schools and is a new initiative at our
school. Our pupils benefit from having
all of these specialist coaches, most of
them financed through partner
organisations. All of this has enabled
our school to be highly regarded for the
good that we do. Our partnerships have

befriended the entire community and we
are known for our approachability and

support. It might not be very well known but
it may be that many children in our village have

learned to swim in our swimming pool.

Within Ackworth we support ‘This Is Ackworth’, a local
organisation which aims to improve life in the village for
all. This cooperation has increased our visibility within
our own village and we are no longer just an elite school
behind high stone walls, but a central part of our
community.

At Ackworth School pupils are given room to grow in
their own time, and are accorded a high level of
responsibility and mutual respect. We offer them
opportunity, access to nature, excellent facilities and
great teachers, and it is right that we should share this
with others.

Quakers agree on the values or ‘testimonies' according
to which they live their lives and the school is run. Today
we focus on simplicity, truth, equality, peace and
sustainability and how these values relate to one
another. Quakers believe that the search for truth can
lead us to new expressions of values as well as
confirming existing ones. Our testimonies encourage us
to work for a more just, peaceful and sustainable world.

Our pupils are involved at many levels and in many
different activities: litter picking, coaching sport, leading,
sharing, creating, and serving within our wider
community. John Bright would have been proud of their
service. Perhaps one of them will become an MP in the
future. Perhaps Prime Minister... What a difference that
would make!

ndependent schools face
abolition, or at best
increased financial costs,
brought about by various
measures aimed at disabling

them. All independent schools are
being treated in the same way, despite
the fact that some have assets worth over
£400 million and have dominated political
leadership of the country. Ackworth scholar, John
Bright, MP for Durham from 1843-1889 was the
closest Ackworth School has come to producing a
Prime Minister, and although a formidable liberal
politician, he was never considered for a higher
position. A great pity! As a Quaker, he might have
brought about meaningful change that could have
produced a better society.

Bright promoted free trade, electoral reform and
religious freedom. He raised his voice in opposition to
the Crimean War, opposed Home Rule for Ireland, was
a spokesman for the middle classes, and was strongly
opposed to the privileges of the landed aristocracy.
Bright is most famous for repealing the Corn Laws in
1846, which raised food prices and protected
landowners' interests by levying taxes on imported
wheat.

Long before conference season for our major political
parties commenced this year, Ackworth School began
a sustained programme of aspirational activities in
state primary schools throughout West Yorkshire. And
closer to the school we started to participate actively
in our community. It is right to do this. It is expected
of us and it enables others to speak for us! It also
provides our pupils with wonderful opportunities to
lead and take responsibility.

A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE

In this issue Anton Maree discusses the status of independent
schools in our current political climate and Ackworth Old
Scholar MP John Bright’s influence on society...

I

Head
Anton Maree
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John Bright



This was the fourth Ackworth School trip with Projects Abroad, but our first time
heading to Central America and the first time completing a conservation based project.
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When the day finally came for our trip to
begin we flew from the UK to Newark in the
USA and then on to San Jose. It was a long

day so when we arrived we were very much looking
forward to a sleep in the hostel in Heredia. The next
morning, we set off for Barra Honda, travelling
through the beautiful Costa Rican countryside and
getting glimpses of the differences between there
and home. We had a short stop at a large river to
see if we could spot some crocodiles but no such
luck…When we arrived in Barra Honda, Daniel
greeted us and showed us around camp before our
first delicious meal.

Project Work - Volunteering
We did a range of activities throughout our two weeks
in Barra Honda This included data collection on
butterflies, monkeys and bats but also trail
maintenance, litter picking, reforestation and mural
painting. All of these were based in and around the
National Park, many involving climbing the hill to the
top of the Park before we began! Each day Daniel,
Oscar, Juan and Andrea took us on our different
activities and were invaluable in encouraging us to work
as hard as we could on each task.

Two groups were created for the working activities,
each working on all projects but at different times.

Group one enjoyed working on the butterfly project. On
the day they did this they saw a wide range of the
different butterfly species found in the park, and even
glimpsed a glass wing butterfly which is very rare now.
The project involved setting up fruit traps in five
different locations at three different heights, to allow
the maximum range of butterflies to be caught. We
went round every hour to record the species trapped
and released them. This contributes to a wider project

which is recording types of butterfly and how they are
changing over time, to investigate the impact of climate
change on butterfly species. From discussion with the
staff it was sad to note that change has already begun.

Group two spent two mornings planting trees. This
reforestation project is helping local land owners to
reduce evaporation from water courses and to link the
Barra Honda Park to other local wildlife areas. At the
reforestation sites the locations had already been
picked out and our job was to dig holes and plant a
variety of trees along the stretch of river. We planted
over 275 trees in two mornings!

We were also lucky enough to experience a number of
cultural activities during our trip. This included a visit to
El Toledo, a nearby community which is working
towards being more sustainable through reforestation
and better farming practices. We also took part in a
dance lesson, learning a range of Latin dances, and a
cookery lesson from Oscar’s mum!

Costa Rica Conservation Trip

Catch Up
Weekend Trip Activities
We were in Costa Rica over two weekends which meant
we had plenty of opportunity to explore the local area.
Our first weekend was an enjoyable, fun-filled affair. On
the Saturday we travelled to El Rincon and took part in
four activities, zip-lining, horseback riding, tubing and
finally a relaxing time in some hot springs.

On the Sunday we went on an excursion to Samara
Beach to see whales and dolphins on a boat trip. We
had a great lunch that day of local food such as ceviche
and some of us even had a whole fish!

Our second weekend was also a great experience; it
started off sadly, as we had to leave the camp and our
newly made friends behind, but as we headed towards
Monteverde we were also excited. Monteverde was
much cooler and less humid than Barra Honda. Our
first activity was a nature hike around the cloud forest
with an eagle-eyed guide who spotted snakes, birds and
a tarantula for us all to see! We then got to zip-line
again! On our last day we met up with local Quakers.
We learnt about how Quakers had come to Monteverde
to set up the area and then we went to Quaker Meeting.
This was a chance for us to spend time reflecting on our
experience and to attend a Meeting a little different
from ours, and very far away from home!

On Reflection
Overall each of us had an amazing time. We all learnt
things about ourselves and others, and our impact on
the planet. We have definitely returned to the UK with
new ideas and new friends from all over the world.
Hopefully Ackworth will be able to return to Barra
Honda in the future to continue to contribute to the
project!

Martha Hathaway
This experience was more than I ever imagined. There’s
nowhere else I could have learnt so much about culture
and conservation and had as much fun as we did in Costa
Rica.

Lauren Nixon
This trip taught us all so much about Costa Rica, how to
protect the environment we live in, and ourselves. We saw
what we could achieve and how we could have a positive
impact on our world.

Frazer Kirkland
Overall, the whole Projects Abroad experience in Costa Rica
was life-changing and definitely a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity for me to visit and experience volunteering in
an environment very different from home. Costa Rica
taught me a lot about rainforest conservation as well as
its importance to the world.

Henry Hackwell
On this trip the things that made it so memorable were the
people. Yes, the activities were rewarding and we can be
proud of our achievements, but the real memories lie in
the amazing people that were there. It is often said that
travel broadens the mind and this was epitomised in this
trip. I strongly believe we have come back more rounded
and open minded people. This is partly due to the staff in
Barra Honda who talked to us about the tasks we were
working on, but also being able to share the experience
with the team I travelled with.

Amelie Harper
I went to Costa Rica with the goal of volunteering in a place
I’d never experienced before, to expand on knowledge I was
gaining from my Geography A Level and help with future
applications. Instead, I got all of that as well as meet
incredible people and make great friends. Costa Rica has
become one of my favourite places. I have fallen in love
with the culture and the environment there.



www.ackworthschool.com l 7

The academic performance of our GCSE and A Level
pupils is crucial for our continuing success. The results
this summer were very good. These results are not
possible without the professionalism of the staff. Our
mainstream GCSE pupils produced outstanding results
with 94.7 per cent achieving 9-4 on the new grading. The
number of 9s and 8s was 28.7 per cent, and 9-5 grades
was 85 per cent. Our combined results, including the
International Centre, was 91.9 per cent 9-4.

The A Level pass rate A*-E was over 95 per cent with
good performances from every department. Fifteen per
cent of results were at grades A* and A and 43 per cent
A*-B. The high levels of academic performance allowed
many pupils to attain their first choice university. What
is particularly impressive when evaluating the A Level
results is the number of pupils who have performed
above expectations, adding value to their baseline
predictions.

All 33 students who left Ackworth in 2019 made an
application for Higher Education either in the UK or
overseas. Following A Level Results Day in August, 94
per cent of our students started university in
September 2019. A total of 67 per cent of those who
made an application were successful in gaining a place
at their firm or insurance institution, or in adjusting to

an even better offer. A further 27 per cent were placed
through the clearing system within a week of Results
Day. This is testament to the excellent careers advice
and guidance which our students receive. Of those
students who began their degree courses at UK
institutions this Autumn Term, 30 per cent will be
attending one of the top 25 UK universities (as per an
independent league produced by The Complete
University Guide).

GCSE & A Level Results

Austria Music Trip Highest Scholar Awards for A Levels:
(Roy) He Shan – 1A*, 2A
Olivia Howden – 3A

Highest Scholar Awards for GCSE:
Eleanor Morris – 10 x 9s, 1 x 8
Joshua Dawson – 8 x 9s, 1 x 8, 1 x 7
Harry Dean – 8 x 9s, 2 x 8s

Claire Adams, Learning Support Mentor.
Samantha Baker, Deputy Head Academic and
Pastoral, teacher of Business Studies.
Dale Beswick, teacher of Mathematics.

Catherine Boak,
School Nurse.
Richard Izdebski,
teacher of
Mathematics.
Georgina Latimer,
teacher of
Spanish.
Kate Maeer,
teacher of PE.
Belinda Mellor,
teacher of EAL.

Donna Middler,
Learning Support
Mentor.
Michelle Middleton,
Learning Support
Mentor.
Rebecca Nicholson
(returning), teacher
of Mathematics.
Carl Pearson, Head
of Physics.
Matthew
Sanderson, teacher of Design Technology, Pastoral
and Achievement Assistant Fourth and Fifth Form.
Ben Watts, teacher of Mathematics.
Ian White, teacher of Physics.
Sarah Wilkinson, Head of Food and Nutrition,
Pastoral and Achievement Assistant First Form.
Daniel Wiseman, Head of Boys’ PE and Games and
Pastoral and Academic Lead First Form.

Samantha Baker

Catherine Boak

New Staff

Music

The Music Department went on a tour to Austria this
summer. In a change from previous tours involving the
Choir, all musicians were welcome, which meant a
group of 38 from the 1st to the 6th form travelled over
by plane to perform music in the beautiful scenery of
Austria.

We performed three concerts, including one in

Germany, which were well received by the locals. We
also had excursions out to the largest ice caves in the
world, as well as a boat ride on St. Gilgen Lake and a
shopping trip to Salzburg.

We were also joined by Old Scholar Lina, who
performed in our String Orchestra, and were very
grateful for her translation assistance!
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A Moving Story

Nursery

The Nursery children have now been relocated to the
new Early Years Area in Coram House. In the area, both
the Reception and Nursery class will have their own
classroom with activities based around their
developmental stage. The two classes will also share
both a continuous provision classroom and an outdoor
classroom that they will play in, both together and
separately throughout the day.
The outdoor classroom has been fitted with a range of
new equipment including a mud kitchen, a water wall,
an immersive sand pit and a garden area. The PSA has
also kindly gifted us a new branded parasol for the area
so that children can be outdoors regardless of the
weather. All of the Early Years Area has been secured
with new doors and dividers to ensure that the children
are safe whilst being part of Coram House.
Since the move, the children have settled into their new
environment well and love having contact with the
Reception and Nursery class. The move has had a
positive impact on the Nursery children; in particular,
it has allowed them to access all of the school’s
resources such as regular library lessons in the senior
school, Forest School sessions, specialist PE lessons on
the MUGA and many more. We hope that situating
Nursery in Coram House will also allow a smooth
transition to the Reception class as they will now have
regular contact with the Coram House staff and feel
comfortable in the Ackworth School grounds.
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A New School Year

Our new 1st form pupils

Our new year 6 prefects



Coram’s Year 3 to 6 Art Club were inspired by the work of
Kate Shaw, an Australian artist, who uses painted collages
to re-interpret landscape painting. Shaw finds that
movement of her paint and ink mix, when poured,
resembles natural phenomena such as lava, landslides, or
avalanches. Once the paint is dry, she looks within the
paint pour for shapes such as tree branches, cliffs or
mountains, to cut up and use in her collage.

To obtain such effects, children mixed oil and paint and
used pipettes to create patterns in a tray of water. With
the resulting marbled papers, they proceeded to make
their own landscape’s collage.

Art ClubC!am

House
As part of BBC Music Day we joined with hundreds of
other primary schools around the country in Get
Singing. Get Singing is an exciting initiative to encourage
children in primary schools to sing in classrooms,
playgrounds and assemblies, whilst highlighting its
benefits to health and wellbeing. We watched and
participated in a specially recorded vocal warm up with
Nina Nesbitt. Then we learned some Makaton signs for
the song ‘Don’t Worry, Be Happy’ and signed and sang
along with the video released by Chiltern Music Therapy
for the event. A great way to start our day!

BBC ‘Get Singing’ Music Day

Harvest Festival
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MUGA
At the beginning of term, the official opening of the new
Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) took place. Coram
House was pleased to welcome some of the
benefactors to this event, as well as members of staff
and committee. Without their generosity the MUGA
would not have become a reality. When opened up to
community sports groups, as is planned in the near
future, the MUGA will be another way to bring the
community together.
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Three Peaks
I climbed Mount Snowdon a year ago, Ben
Nevis in August and recently completed
Scafell Pike in the Lake District. We scaled
Scafell in one hour 50 minutes and it took us
one hour 43 to get back down. We started at
8am and then we had to go through a
torrent of white water. It was really cold and
started raining as we got to the top. It was
very tiring so we had a short break at the
top. It was my birthday so my dad put a
candle in a pork pie for me! I felt really
happy when I finished the third and final
peak.

Jonah Staton, year 5

Dance

Recently we travelled to Konin to represent
our region at the 40th Children’s Festival in
Konin, Poland.

After a long travel day, the children were taken
straight to technical rehearsals in the theatre.
We were only given five minutes to get to
grips with the extremely large stage and new
surroundings before having to perform the
routines the next morning during the
auditions.

We took three teams, with the Minis team
including Claudia Poxon (year 2).

During the auditions, every single one of the
children danced out of their skins! We could
not have asked for any more. Competition
was stiff with over 225 teams taking part from
countries including: Poland, Germany,
Lithuania, Russia and more. After the
auditions, the Minis and the Juniors were
asked to dance again in the next round.

All of the girls were asked to be in the parade.
This followed a route through the streets of
Konin, ending at the Gala stage. People lined
the streets with banners and cheered for
them.

It was an experience I don’t think that any of
them will ever get to repeat.

Claire Kane M.B.A.T.D, Principal of Sugar
Kane’s School of Dance

C!am

House

I have been riding ponies and competing since I was five.
This year I have been riding my pony Dusty in the Mountain
and Moorland First Ridden class which is for children up to
age twelve. I have qualified for the British Show Pony Society
Summer Championships and the Royal International Horse
Show at Hickstead. I am part of the Jinks Show Team based
in Cheshire where my ponies are kept and we travel all over
the country competing. I absolutely love it!

Florence Davies, year 5

Pony Champ

Year 5 Netballers

Year 4 Laser Run

Year 6 Learning

Year 6 outdoor learning in science - looking
for different species of decomposers.

Year 6 Big Write - we are composing
‘Messages to Mankind’ about deforestation.
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There has been an Autism Resource at Ackworth School
since 1995 when there was just one pupil, a teacher and
a support assistant. The pupils have the benefit of a
quiet, safe and secure place to study and access to
excellent mainstream teaching, with pupils working at
all the different key stages.

Historically the Autism Resource has been in the area
of the school known as ‘Shed Court’ opposite the Library
and Art rooms. The rooms were adapted to suit the
needs of the individual pupils. Over the last few years,
the number of pupils attending the Resource has
expanded. As a result, and to continue to meet the
needs of the pupils, it was decided that a move was
needed.

When pupils and staff first visited the West Wing, it was
difficult to see how this area could be developed to
make a suitable new home.

But during the summer the team at Ackworth worked
incredibly hard to make it into a ‘state of the art’ Autism
Resource.

There is still work to be completed - it was and is a
massive task, so at some point in the future there will be
a sensory room with a large screen projector/TV and
also, a fully fitted kitchen.

There is also a plan to revamp and expand the outside

Autism

Resource Autism Resource
Relocated Lego Club

This term an amazing new lunchtime club has started. Lego
Club runs on Tuesdays, 1.30pm in the library. I look forward
to Lego Club as I get to spend time with my friends and make
interesting models. Pupils from Autism Resource and
mainstream attend the club which is always welcoming to
new members. We are thankful for the generous donation
from the PSA which allowed us to buy some resources,
however we are always grateful for any donations as these
will be put to good use by the pupils. We are hoping to plan
a trip to Legoland in Manchester next term as this will inspire
our future builds. We look forward to seeing you at Lego Club
soon!

Fraser Jeavons, AR

Graeme Hemingway –
Specialist Teacher

Karen Metcalfe –
Specialist Learning
Mentor

Bev Davis – Specialist
Learning Mentor

Jane Long – Specialist
Learning Mentor

Elise Ager – Specialist
Learning Mentor

Jane Burren –
Specialist Teacher

Nykie Brown –
Specialist Learning
Mentor

Kate Wrennall –
Specialist Teacher

June Pease – Specialist
Learning Mentor

Laura Smith –
Pastoral Lead

Georgina Dyson –
Specialist Learning
Mentor

Liz Finn – Specialist
Learning Mentor

Hannah Howley –
Specialist Learning
Mentor

Keaton Ager –
Specialist Learning
Mentor

Rachael Addison –
Specialist Learning
Mentor

Ciaran Hannington –
Specialist Learning
Mentor

Shannon Hoyle –
Specialist Learning
Mentor

Lynne Ward – Head
of Department

AR Staff

area, to make a quiet courtyard for pupils to take time
out of their day to ‘chill’.

The move to the new area of school has been very
positive for the pupils and staff; it is important to be all
together and to be able to work effectively as a team,
and for the pupils to have easy access to each other
and to staff.

Pupils’ comments:

‘The interactive lights are good - my favourite colour is
red.’

‘I like quiet, having my own space and being able to
have my things in my own room.’

‘I like how everybody is in one area not in three.’

‘I love how I have interactive lights which are less
bright.’

‘The common area is bigger and better for doing group
lessons or for interaction during break times.’

‘The internet is better and people have better access to
computers as many people did not have a functioning
computer before.’

‘I like having my own room and have less anxiety due
to this.’
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On Friday 20th September it was Global Climate Change
Day. Year 4 made some sculptures out of recycled
materials. Some of us decided to make sculptures that
represented a problem in our world. One sculpture showed
how much plastic there is in the oceans. Did you know eight
million metric tons of plastic end up in our oceans each
year? My sculpture represented the deforestation crisis in
the Amazon rainforest. We really enjoyed using all the
recycled materials and it was great to know that we helped
our environment by reusing our waste.

Isabella and Gabriella, year 4

Year 6 enjoyed some collaborative art with a focus on
deforestation – their brief was to create an image using
only recycled or natural resources.

I really enjoyed painting with Pranav. We painted an image
of fire in the Amazon and tried to show how the fires had
spread. We used leaves and twigs and lots of very bright
paint. At the end of the lesson we had an exhibition and
talked about our ideas together.

Varun, year 6

My group worked on a big collage. It was split into four
sections: Noah made the trees out of broken twigs and
leaves; Tristan painted a digger that was chopping down
the trees and I created an image of the ‘lungs of the world’
before and after the forest fires. I enjoyed working outside
and working on a big group art piece!

Finn, year 6

Environment

Global Awareness
What world do you want in
2030?
Coram House is working hard this year to raise
awareness for Global Issues. We have started with a
series of assemblies focusing on the United Nations
Global Goals. Through this the children will learn more
about global issues such as poverty, life below the water
and peace.

On Friday 20th September Coram House took part in
the Global Climate Day. We all felt that it was important
to investigate issues that affect our planet. Each year
group worked on their own activities.

Reception talked about the effect of cutting down trees.
Years 1-2 worked together to create a movie about
climate change.
Year 3 made an ocean scene out of recycled materials.
Year 4 made recycled art sculptures.
Year 5 made a sculpture out of recycled plastic.
Year 6 worked collaboratively on artwork depicting
deforestation using only natural materials.

Founders’
Day Climate
Focus

When the school officers were given the
opportunity to read in Morning Meeting we
wanted to mirror the climate strikes and give
a younger perspective on the crisis. Instead
of giving a lecture, we got the school to listen
and understand our message in a much
more interactive, impactful way. For
example, we asked the first to the third
forms to stand up and represent the whole
population of animal species before getting
a proportion to sit down. The small number
who remained standing showcased the
devastating percentage of species left after
the global extinction to which we have
contributed. Despite not encouraging
people to leave school and strike, and not
attending ourselves, we still fully believe it is
important to acknowledge this crisis we are
in and think that educating students about
the crisis is just as important.

Amelie Harper and Martha Hathaway
(U6th)

Climate
Action

Founders’ Day this year was very different
from previous years. The tradition of the
whole school walking, albeit on different
routes, started in 1913 and then, pupils set
off from the school in every direction before
returning to the school for bangers and
mash! Climate Action Day has led us to
examine everything we do as a school and
the decision to avoid using coaches, which
burn fossil fuels and reduce the time we
spend walking, has been received very well
by our pupils.

Following the Morning Meeting, all pupils
and staff as well as parents, assembled on
the Green to form a large 240 in order to
celebrate our 240th year and a photograph
was taken from above using drone
technology flown by one of our pupils.

During the morning each year group worked
on an environmental project which included
painting bird boxes with individual designs
which will be distributed within the school
grounds and wider community, assembling
eight benches and designing
environmentally focused messages for each
bench, planting thirteen trees and filling
twenty planters, ten of which will be given to
our local community.

Making Bird Boxes



Car�rs

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Earlier this term, a group of fifth form students
went on their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh final
assessed expedition. There was a two days’ walk
and an overnight camping stay around the town
of Slingsby. The first day’s weather was kind to
us so we had a really good time. For tea we had
to cook a hot meal (no pot noodles allowed). In

the morning, after a manic last minute pack up,
we set out on the second day’s walk. The second
day’s weather was just as good as the first day,
but by now the fatigue had time to kick in and by
the end we were exhausted, but we had fun
nonetheless.

Rhys Wickham, 5th form (year 11)
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Community Litter Pick
On Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th September
2019, the school supported the Community Litter
pick. Despite being a washout weekend, it didn’t
dampen the support of more than 60 volunteers
over the two days. New friends were made, young
and old working together, to make the village a
cleaner place for all. The village looks better for
their efforts. The litter picks have now totalled
over 1,000 volunteering hours since being created
by residents across the village. Thank you to all
those that participated.

New Litter Bins in village
- arrival of the ‘Dirty
Dozen’
During 2018, our students were involved in a bin
survey to understand the desired location for
additional litter bins, as part of our Prevent Litter
strategy. We were involved in contacting local
businesses to ask for their help sponsoring these
bins. The new litter bins have now arrived and the
‘Dirty Dozen’ as they have become known, will
shortly be branded with a poster, thanking all the
sponsors. A special thank you to Nichola Sun,
Abigail Taubman and Rachel Forrester from
Ackworth School for their contributions to this
project.

Primary Schools
Community Committee
On Tuesday 24th September 2019, the primary
school’s Community Committee met to identify
the community projects that they could work
together on as a collection of primary schools, for
the benefit of all the young people in the village,
during the 2019/20 school year.
The community committee identified road safety
and the community litter picks as the two projects
to work on initially.

This term, the 5th form and U6th students have
updated their Morrisby interests’ questionnaires,
completed their pre-interview questionnaires,
reviewed their profiles and investigated job roles.
This is all important preparation for their one-to-
one careers interviews, which take place up to
January 2020.

Sixth form tutors and the U6th have had training
on how to complete their UCAS applications and
we have ten U6th students who have successfully
submitted UCAS applications to study at Oxford or
Cambridge.

We have launched ‘Careers Edmodo’ with the L6th.
Edmodo is a social learning platform for the
classroom and an educational face book that can
be used to support teaching and learning, sharing
careers information and resources and facilitating
student communication with one another and the
careers team.

In October we delivered morning readings dealing
with where to find information about Careers. This
was followed up by an email to pupils and parents

containing information on career management
skills, a useful booklet, ‘Shape your Future’, which
detailed careers in different industries, changes in
the job market and how to get ready for the jobs of
the future. We also shared a spreadsheet which
detailed, by subject, links to careers that pupils may
wish to research further.

We also hosted an overseas university tour on 2nd
October 2019 for pupils interested in finding out
more about studying Higher Education overseas.

Career Education & Guidance

Community

Ackworth Parish
Council – Senior

Citizens Christmas Tea
Three course meal and entertainment for

Ackworth Senior Citizens. Minibus
transportation to be provided. Supported by

staff and students.
Tuesday 10th December 2019

from 3.30pm - 7pm

Community
Ramble

Ackworth Community Ramble 2019.
All monies raised went to Children in Need.

Community
Outreach
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Sports Shorts
Sp!ts

Netball
Before half term eight girls were taken to trial
for the U15 Wakefield District Netball squad.
The eight of us played various matches and we
all played very well. Five out of the eight girls
were selected out of 40 different girls, and were
put in a squad of about 20. Well done to the
girls, Bani, Ink, Grace, Darcey and Lucy.

Lucy Roche, 4th form (year 10)

Cross
Country
Throughout October students at Ackworth took
part in the Wakefield District Cross Country
events. The first of these was held at Ackworth
School. Students from seven schools in the
Wakefield area ran the course around the school
grounds. The second event, held at Outwood
Academy, was completed by 34 of our students
ranging from year 5 to 5th form. We achieved
great results: Caitlin Farrow finished in 3rd
position and Isla Ball reached 4th position in the
Junior Girls’ event. In the Senior Girls’ event,
Hannah Newnham and Neve Clayton came 2nd
and 4th, respectively. It has been a fantastic turn
out throughout the weeks of cross country. Well
done to all runners involved.

Hockey
We came third in the U14 Wakefield District
Hockey Tournament; the girls played some of the
best hockey this year and narrowly missed out
on the title by one point! We are continuing to
see a rising number of girls participating at
county level and club level. Wakefield Hockey
Club put a training session on this half term as
they are looking for hockey players to join their
junior section. It will be very interesting to see
what the future has in store for hockey as we are
going from strength to strength.



Charity Week Highlights
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Charity W�k

Each year, the sixth formers take great pride in organising
a week of fun and laughter for the rest of the school, and
this year was no different. During the last week before
October half term, the school enjoyed Charity Week 2019.

The highlight of the week for most was the infamous ‘Staff
and Sixth Form Entertainment’ which hosted a range of
talented and funny ideas. The sixth form worked hard to
put this together and it really showed. With sketches
ranging from Miss Hodge as Gordon Ramsay to a visit from
school’s resident Michael Jackson impersonator, the show
was a hit and the whole school came together to support
the Sixth Form. It really was something special.

From doughnuts to hot dogs, netball to the auction, the
whole school got involved to raise money for two very
worthy causes.

This year’s chosen charities were Cancer Research UK and
Tusk. Cancer Research UK works to fund pioneering
research into the detection, prevention and curing of
cancer, while Tusk, the other chosen charity, works across
Africa tackling wildlife trade and poaching as well as
helping conserve the wildlife. Over the week, the money
raised (details to come in the next issue) will be split
between these two worthy charities.

Alice Mason, U6 (year 13)



Founders’

Day

Founders’ Day Round Up
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1st form

3rd form

Prep

5th form tree planting in the grounds

4th form chocolate cake stop

6th form tree planting in the
grounds

2nd Form

Pre Prep

Year 2 Year 5

Year 4

Prep Prep

Reception Class

4th form
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Boarding

Brenda Hodge, Head of Girls’
School House
Head of Girls’ School House, Brenda Hodge,

began her teaching career at Ackworth in
2014 as Head of Food and Nutrition and ICT.

This was rapidly added to when she was appointed
as Head of Girls’ School House in 2015. With 34 years
of teaching behind her, coming from Outwood
Grange before arriving at Ackworth, she says that
teaching has been her passion, but now she has
focused on her other love – pastoral care. At the end
of last summer term, she retired from her teaching
role and now concentrates solely on her role of
Head of Girls’ School House.

‘In a classroom you need to be a certain way. In boarding
you need to be strict and firm, but also caring – it’s a
different line to take. I really do miss the teaching,
especially when you get those ‘lightbulb moments’, but am
now looking forward to spending more time with family
and friends as well as walking, swimming and singing in a
choir.’

Some might think that without the teaching, Brenda has
an easy job – not a bit of it! ‘No two days are the same’
she says. ‘Each day can vary dramatically.’

A typical shift will start at 4pm. ‘There will be chats in the
duty flat with the girls, seeing how their days have gone,
dealing with medical issues and looking at weekend plans
and getting all the relevant permissions. Our job in the
boarding house is to be ‘in loco parentis’. We try to make it
as much like home as possible. It’s never boring and it’s
often good fun. I try to give a lot to them, but they certainly
give a lot back to me.’

‘I try to get them to support each other – just like in a family
situation. It’s like a family, but it’s not a family – it can’t be
– there are 53 girls in GSH. I need to know that they are
safe and where they are at all times. A parent would know,
and in the same way, I need to know too, so there are
certain rules and regulations that need to be followed
when there are so many girls. I like to make it a happy, safe
environment.’

Over the years Brenda has built up relationships with
thousands of students and their families, with past
students keeping in touch as well as the present
students in her care.

‘At 5.30pm the duty staff go down to tea with the girls. At
6.30pm we check that the students are in prep, with the
6th form in the boarding houses. At the same time, it’s a
chance to have a chat and see how their day has gone. It’s
all about taking the opportunity to have those little
conversations.

‘At 7.30pm, when junior prep is over they come up and
always want to share their day. Then at 8pm, when the rest
come up, they might want to talk about what has been
happening in their day too. It’s all about building up good
relationships and giving support. We can make a difference
and it’s important to help support their emotional, social
and educational well-being.

‘Then we make sure that all the checking in is done and if
not, we need to find out where the students are. After that,
the bed time routine begins – lights out at 9pm for year 6.
9.15 for 1st years, and up to 11pm for 6th form. When I’m
on duty, my bed time would be between 12 and 12.30am
and it all starts again at 6am, when I might check emails
and write to any parents who need contacting. Wake up is
at approximately 7.10am, with the older girls waking up
the younger ones, but then I’ll go round five minutes later.
It’s a chance for me to say good morning and chat, and
discuss any medical issues or concerns.

‘After breakfast they come back upstairs and get sorted for
the day, medicines are given out and then after morning
meeting I touch base with Matron and we work out the day.

‘There are a lot of funny moments in boarding,’ she says.
‘It’s full on and very busy during term time, but I wouldn’t
have it any other way.’

Colombians’ Visit
Colombia
Colombia is located in South America. The capital is
Bogota (where we live). The second most important city
is Medellin, which is a beautiful city.

Our school
Our school is called Buckingham School. It is bilingual.
We learn English in all grades and French from 6th
grade on. We are an International School and we also
have many students from around the world. The school
is very nice and recognised in Colombia. We are in the
top ten of the best schools in Colombia. We are in 5th
grade in Colombia’s school. It is the last grade of
Primary, then we will start high school. We don’t have as
many subjects as you have here, but they are similar.
The school was named after Buckingham Palace
because the founder (Marta Rincon) liked that very
much.

Why we came here
We came here for an immersion with the purpose to
improve our English. Also, our goal was to become
more independent children. And the last reason why
we came was to get to know new people, a new culture
and new traditions.

What do we think about
Ackworth School?
We think Ackworth School is very big and beautiful. We
also think people are so kind and helpful here in the
school. The food is amazing and there is a lot of variety.
The organisation and punctuality is incredible. We like
a lot the classrooms, teachers, staff, the boarding house
and the buildings. It’s new for us - the pool, the bell, so
many green and big areas in the school. We like the big
fields for all sports and the colourful gardens. The care,
attention and love we have received is brilliant and we
are very thankful.

Veronica, Gabriela, Isabela, Mariana, Daniel,
Inaya, Santiago, Camila, Luciana
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I joined the school because it was the first year of the
Football Academy and it was something that really
appealed to me. I met Michelle Walker (a.k.a. Matron)
on my first day and after that encounter I knew that the
boarding experience at Ackworth would be perfect for
me. She was very kind and welcoming and made me
feel like I belonged in the boarding house. She was
always there in the morning if I needed her and was
always there after school as well to make us cheese

toasties and other amazing snacks to ensure that we
were always well fed. She was like a mother figure to
me at school. Throughout the months I spent here, I
made lots of good friends through football and through
school as well.

These are people that have been there for me through
my ups and downs and are friends that I’ll keep for life.
I’ll miss them a lot and everyone at Ackworth will always
have a special place in my heart.

Viren Pandya

Boarding Experience

Park Run

VisitsBoarding

Our international students have been sampling many different sauces in their British Culture lesson. Some
proved to be more popular than others!

Sampling Sauces

Trip to the Etihad!

We had an enjoyable evening watching the Champions League game
with the 2 goals being scored right in front of us!

I think the trip to see a Manchester City match is a
very good experience for us because the Premier
League is one of the biggest football leagues in the
world. Before the match we can enjoy visiting the
fan shop, buying some food and reading about the
history of the club. If you are not good at English, it
does not matter as you can still enjoy the game and
watch some of the best footballers in the world!

I think it makes your school life happy and exciting.
Let’s go to the Etihad again! Come on, City!

Shunsuke Osawa, 5th form (year 11)



On 19th October the
Academy went to
Dundee in Scotland
for a week-long trip,

where the purpose was to gain an understanding of the
experience professional footballers have during a
football tour and to play against professional clubs. We
played both Dundee United and Dundee FC. This was
an exceptional opportunity for us to confront our
technical, physical, tactical and mental abilities against
strong opponents. These games were watched at the
sidelines by people like Andy Goldie (Academy Director
of Dundee United) and Gordon Strachan (ex-

Manchester United player, Premier League winner for
Leeds United and ex-Manager of Scotland national
team). We trained at the new £32 million Dundee
regional performance centre. To play at such facilities
felt amazing. Besides football related activities, the trip
was also focused on team-building. This included a
talent show, singing, a cinema trip plus other activities.
The purpose of many of these activities was to get each
other out of our comfort zones, which was a success, as
it helped us to get to know each other better. Overall,
we were very thankful for such an enriching
experience, and we cannot wait for the next trip.

Olliver Fleggard & Dusan Repcak, U6th (year 13)
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We had a great time on the pilgrimage, as we had the
opportunity to learn more about the Quaker
movement and its historical context. The journey
lasted three days.

We visited one of the first meeting houses in the whole
of the UK but the highlight of our journey was the
climbing of Pendle Hill, as we repeated the journey of
George Fox, the founder of the Quaker movement.

We met a lot of nice people, and on the last day we
had a one-hour silent meeting, where we could reflect.

The whole weekend was filled with laughter, nice
landscapes, and delicious hot chocolate. There were
students and teachers from three different schools
who accompanied us on this interesting journey. After
our long days of learning about Quakerism we played
games together which allowed us to get closer to the
new people we met.

In the end we were really grateful we had the
opportunity to go on this trip as it was a truly
unforgettable experience.

Andreea Capatina, U6th (year 13)

Over the past year I have been working with a group
of upper sixth students piloting the EPQ with a view
to establishing what part, if any, it can have in future
sixth form curricular provision.

The EPQ stands for The Extended Project
Qualification: it is an independent research
qualification, worth half an A Level in UCAS points,
and is based on a student’s own selected topic of
interest. The taught element of the EPQ teaches
students a multitude of essential and useful
academic skills in preparation for year 13 study and
University education, such as how to undertake
effective research, honing a research question,
academic referencing, personal organisation and
time management.

Seven students have seen the whole process
through from their January start to their submission
just after half term. These students are Mikkel
Termansen, Dusan Repcak, Martha Hathaway,
Amelie Harper, Alice Mason, Andreea Capatina and

James Sandison. These students have worked
tremendously hard, independently and entirely
voluntarily, and have devised some original and
impressively researched final projects.

Alistar Boucher

Eleven months ago a group of sixth formers were given
the opportunity to undertake an EPQ: an Extended
Project Qualification. This involved an in-depth study
into a topic that we were passionate about and a final
presentation at the end. After doing the presentation
we have had the chance to reflect on our experience,
and a question we have asked ourselves is, if we could
go back, would we still choose to take part? The answer
was overwhelmingly ‘yes’, despite the stress and
challenges involved. As a group we believe we have
gained invaluable skills for the future. We’ve learnt the
value of long term planning, how to prioritise our tasks
and be confident when public speaking - all skills that
will aid us as we advance to university or any other
field. For us, it is one of the most challenging projects
we have ever taken on, but also the one of which we
are most proud.

Martha Hathaway & Amelie Harper U6th
(year 13)

Pilgrimage

Dundee

Six� F�m

EPQ

On October 3rd, Ackworth School welcomed
back Stephen Field, a well-loved Head of
Religious Studies at Ackworth School, who
retired from the school in 2014. He delivered a
powerful lecture entitled ‘Melting Polarisation:
Three Steps Towards a Kinder Climate’ which
spoke of three steps we can all take to
communicate with each other more efficiently
and in reaching decisions more quickly. He
managed to explain in this lecture, simply and
with examples, something that often takes a
lifetime to understand, let alone put into
practice.

Amongst the turmoil and uncertainty of Brexit
and the ever more polarised political views in
today’s society, it was refreshing to hear
Stephen speak with such reason and sense in
such topics.

I know I speak on behalf of all of Ackworth when
I say that it was an honour to welcome Stephen
Field back to the school and hear what he had to
say in what will hopefully be the first of many
visits back to Ackworth. Thank you, Stephen!

Henry Hackwell, U6th (year 13)

Peace Lecture
Last year I moved from Singapore to England to
study A Levels at Ackworth School, and play for the
Football Academy. Jamie Fullarton, the director, is a
former Premier League player and coach and has
a great deal of experience in the football world. I
knew that I wanted to be a part of the Football
Academy because it would help me progress my
football career by exposing me to an environment
and opportunities in England, that otherwise I
would never have had the chance to experience. I
have now been at the school and part of the
Football Academy for over a year.

As part of the Academy, you are expected to be
diligent in your studies as well as in football. The
director and coach of the Academy is a firm
believer in having education as a safety net, so that
you always have something to fall back on. I like
this, as I think it is crucial to have education for
after your football career. We usually have games,
on average, every Wednesday and Saturday.
Wednesdays are usually games in the league, and
Saturdays tend to be school fixtures. I like the idea
that we play for the Academy as well as represent
the school because it gives the team something to
fight for every time we go on the pitch. And in order
to perform in these games, we have a very intense
training programme to prepare us.

We train nearly
every day. On a
Monday we have
individual training
sessions with Jamie
Fullarton, where the
focus is to improve
areas that are
applicable to the
individual player.
This takes place
during school,
during one of your
free periods. We
then have a team

session after school, focusing on team tactics.
Tuesday is a game preparation session with the
team, to prepare for the game on Wednesday and
we play the league fixture. I personally really enjoy
playing away from home because we get to
different parts of Yorkshire to play different teams.
Thursday is then rest day, followed by a team
session after school on Friday. Friday tends to be
more physically focused, with a strength and
conditioning coach Jamie Fullarton has brought in
to help. We then play a school game on Saturday,
and may or may not have a session on Sunday,
depending on the intensity of the Saturday game.
It is a very strenuous programme that requires high
focus always. However, it is very enjoyable,
especially when football is a passion!

Furthermore, we have played against multiple
professional academies throughout England, all in
different levels of English football. Last year we
played against Halifax Town FC and Bradford City.
It is fantastic exposure as an aspiring footballer to
play against such teams because it is a learning
experience and it allows you to test yourself and
apply all that you learned to a high level of football.

To summarise, joining Ackworth School and the
Football Academy over a year ago was a difficult

decision to make at
first, since it meant
leaving my family
behind and moving
to a country by
myself, however I
have met some of
the best people and
have had some of
the best experiences
through the Football
Academy
and school.

Mikkel Termansen
U6th (year 13)

Football Academy



Blake Mawson-Burren, 5th form (year 11), has achieved
National Under-23 Champion at the Box End
Quadrathlon. This is a multi-discipline event involving
open water swimming (750m), cycling (15km), kayaking
(4km) and running (5km). In September he was
awarded Under-16 LincSquad Champion, following the

completion and successful
first place in each of the
three events in the series.

Over the summer Blake
had the opportunity to be
involved in a new sport -
dragon boating. Following
a short training period in
September he attended the
National Dragon Boat
Championship at Nottingham
Water Sports Centre. He took part in
junior mixed crews with juniors from clubs around the
country. The club also entered a mixed crew into
various disciplines against well established clubs.
Manvers Dragons claimed 3rd place in the 500m sprint.

If you are interested in learning more about
quadrathlon, dragon boating or paddle sports chat to
Blake or ask Jane Burren in Autism Resource for details
of how you can get involved.
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During the summer holiday Ackworth School’s Table
Tennis Team of seven players, with coach Hong,
travelled to Singapore Sports School for an
international table tennis training camp with the
Singapore National Youth Team as well as the Korean
and Taipei teams. This was a very good experience
for our students. They trained with a lot of high level
players from different countries and their table tennis
technical skills progressed. At the same time our
players met a lot of friends and got to know the
foreign culture and learned a lot from players of
other countries.

Table Tennis

www.ackworthschool.com l 33

George

George Philip, 2nd form (year 8) has
passed his Royal School of Church Music
Silver award and is now a Bishop’s
Chorister at Wakefield Cathedral. He
received a 'highly commended' in the
exam for achieving 83 per cent. His medal
was presented by the Assistant Bishop of
Leeds, The Rt. Revd Dr Tom Butler.

Zac

Zac Meakin , 2nd form (year 8) came in at third
place at the British Championship Juniors,
racing against 15 and 16 year olds in Le Mans,
France. Well done, Zac!

Pupils

Quadrathlon Champ Blake BASE is ICAEW’s (Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England and Wales) National
Business and Accounting competition for students
in school or college aged 16-17. A unique and
exciting experience, students are able to engage in
business challenges that enable them to develop
key employability skills and understand what it’s
like to be an ICAEW Chartered Accountant.

Andreea Capatina, Viren Pandya, Dusan Repcak
and Abhi Sankar represented Ackworth School at
the ICAEW BASE Final 2019 in Birmingham.

There were over 500 schools that competed in the
preliminary rounds and only 48 schools were
invited to attend the final. The Ackworth team won
their syndicate and were awarded the Highly
Commended Prize Winner Award, as one of the
top eight teams in the overall competition.

‘Our journey to the ICAEW BASE final has been one of
the most rewarding experiences of my life. It was a
great accomplishment to get to the final and although
we did encounter adversity along the way, the group
stuck by each other and we were all able to get
through it together.

‘Being the first team ever to represent Ackworth at the
national final and also win an award was great and
was a clear reflection of all the hard work we had put
in to prepare for the final. Participating in the BASE

final was especially useful for me because it allowed
for me to network with potential employers which
allowed me to gain a better understanding of the
programmes they offer to students as well as the
qualities they look for in job candidates. In addition, I
was able to identify the career path that I wanted to
go down and speaking to these employers helped me
gain clarity as to what this path entailed. Overall, I
believe that participating in the ICAEW BASE final has
benefited me greatly and I would definitely
recommend anyone with an interest in business to
participate.’

Viren Pandya

BASE Competition



There are over thirty languages spoken in school
and we celebrated this on 26th September, the
European Day of Languages. Pupils wrote a
greeting in their native language or another
language they know well on a sticker, and displayed
this on their blazer. Pupils could then greet each
other in their different languages. We also enjoyed
a wide variety of dishes for lunch, from German
bratwurst and sauerkraut to Greek tzatziki and
English crumble. Hopefully the day further raised
awareness of the linguistic and cultural diversity we
enjoy in school.

Academic

This half term the third form have been studying
Geology. They have investigated different rock types
in the classroom and then focused on limestone
features in preparation for their trip to Malham.

Ros Noble, Head of Geography

On 3rd October the whole of third form went on a
geography trip to Malham in the Yorkshire Dales. We
walked along the village and up the steps at the cove. The
views at the top were spectacular and the walk after, even
better. I loved this trip because of the sense of adventure,
and being up in the hills was great. Overall this geography
trip was my favourite ever.

Lucas Coulson, 3rd form (year 9)

During our trip to Malham we got to see the beauty of
the cove and scenery for ourselves. We enjoyed sketching,
and exploring the limestone pavement, and even though
the steps were exhausting to climb, it was all worth it in
the end!

Annabel Harper, 3rd form (year 9)

Geography

‘How Not To Drown’ in
Huddersfield was
focused on Dritan, a

young refugee. He was narrating throughout the
first half where he had the power and the control.
However it flipped in the second half. People

narrated for him and his voice was
taken, manipulated. The actors

were trying to take and give at the
same time, representing the
confusion Dritan must have felt.
The stage set consisted of a
stage on a stage. The stage was

mobile: it twisted, swayed and gave life and purpose
to an otherwise empty and meaningless set. Props
used were minimalistic and simple, but the way they
were used was more complex. For instance, the
door frame was manipulated into a bed, a window
and a car. The props transformed the actors too. For
example, the metal railings were used in so many
different ways, whether protecting or trapping.

Overall, the play was incredibly moving and
motivating. It has motivated me to think about
space on the stage and how to use it. I loved it.

Grace Dibb, 4th form (year 10)

On a late September evening we all piled into a
coach to travel to Hull to see ‘An Inspector Calls’
play live at Hull New Theatre. The theatre was
quite small but very packed with students also
studying this play. Our seats were on the right
side of the theatre but still allowed a great view of
the play.

The actor who played Mr Birling was believable
and captured the essence of the character as
though he had been directed by Priestley himself.
The stage’s centre piece was a large raised house
that swung wide open once the Inspector arrived.

The pace of the play was
kept at a fairly standard
rate, and whilst not
excessively fast, it was at
a rate that was able to
keep the viewer interested
while also being capable of
ramping it up in the more
exciting moments, especially the
big reveal at the end.

The witnessing of this play help me understand
the characters and their motivations better, along
with attaching a visual representation to the
words which helps you associate with the entire
play. This allowed me to build a more complete
understanding of the literature.

Matthew Hickman, 4th form (year 10)

English

Drama

I was looking forward to my first trip at Ackworth
School. We got on the bus to Hexham to visit
Vindolanda, a Roman auxiliary fort. (Vindolanda means
white lawns or white fields.)

When we arrived I was amazed how big it was, and only
about a quarter of the fort has been excavated! It has
taken around 50 years to uncover that much, which
means that there is about another one hundred and
fifty years’ worth to excavate! The fort was discovered in
the 1830s by the Reverend Anthony Hedley. It was
actually built before Hadrian’s Wall and was used both
by the Romans and then the Britons – both for four
hundred years. In that period of eight hundred years it
was demolished and rebuilt nine times.

Today, you can only see the foundations but the Trust
that protects it has built replica towers and a bit of wall
to give visitors an idea of what it would have been like
about two thousand years ago! But, from what is left
we can still learn a lot. For example, you can see
evidence of their central heating system as well as a
hospital, stables, baths and workshops, and a butchers,

in which the archaeologists found bones and Roman
coins which told them what Emperor was in charge in
that era.

After that, we went to a Roman army museum. Before
going in, we ate our lunch on the grass outside. The
museum had some interesting artefacts, all of which
the archaeologists had unearthed at the fort. These
included a great selection of Roman coins as well as a
helmet and many more items. There were notice
boards stuffed with facts. There was even a film
explaining ‘Life On The Wall’, informing us on what it
was like to be a Roman soldier – such as telling us that
as a legionary you had to share a small room within the
fort with seven other people. Would you like to do that?
I know I wouldn’t.

The museum also had a very tempting gift shop with
lots of things to remember this fabulous day by. I am
looking forward to my next school trip. I really hope it
will be as wonderful as this one was!

William Lonsdale, 1st form (year 7)

History

Languages
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Twenty six old scholars and friends gathered
together on Saturday October 19th to celebrate the
School’s 240 year old history. We shared a lovely
lunch, plenty of chat, friendship and reflection as
well as an update of Ackworth today. It was really
interesting and pleasing to hear how well the
school is doing 240 years on! We were delighted
that our National President Pete Causer and his
wife, Nici, could join us and also Anton and Alison
Maree. On the Friday evening nine of us enjoyed a
meal out before the main event on the Saturday.
The weather was disappointing for those friends
wanting a walk but that didn't spoil the enjoyment
of the weekend.

Old Scholar News

Having completed my Bar Professional Training Course
in June, I was Called to the Bar of England and Wales in
July by the Honourable Society of the Inner Temple. I
began working as a pupil barrister in September with
Spire Barristers, specialising in Family Law and Court of
Protection work.

I had my sights set on a career at the Bar since starting
my GCSEs at Ackworth and I knew that to be a
competitive candidate, my academic record and work
experience had to be impressive.

It was at this stage I began reaching out to my tutors
for help in areas of weakness and advice on gaining
practical experience. Hours were spent working from
‘how to build a sentence’ to ‘how to build a coherent
argument’, both crucial skills in any legal career. The
invaluable support lasted long after I moved on to
university, in fact I still get in touch with old tutors from
time to time with the odd ‘quick question’!

It is a credit to the Ackworth teaching that I am now
working in the career I dreamt of. Without so many
going above and beyond their call of duty, I would
certainly not have come to this career with such a
strong skillset. Thank you, Ackworth!

Pippa Pudney (2007 - 2013), Pupil Barrister, Spire Leeds
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East Coast Guild Outing

Dream Career

Founders’ Day in Worfolk

On Tuesday 10th September, I graduated from the
University of Lincoln with First Class Honours in
Business and Management (with Professional
Practice). It was an incredible day to remember,
celebrating with those who have supported me on
my University journey! I received the Lincoln
International Business School - University of
Lincoln Award for the Best Student in
Management, as well as receiving the Lindum
Group Award for Best Business Idea in
Entrepreneurship Module! I couldn’t believe it. It
was such an honour to be nominated to give the
Student Vote of Thanks at Graduation. Giving this
speech to a cathedral full of people was one of the
most terrifying but proud moments of my life -
alongside receiving my degree and graduating!
Thanks to all whose who cheered me on! It really
is the end of an era. I’ve learnt so much about
myself, created lifelong friendships and achieved
things I never thought I would. These past four
years have really shaped me as an individual.

Georgia Mattison (2004 – 2014)

University SuccessThis year 15 old scholars and friends met at Hornsea
Garden Centre where we had chance to browse around
the vast array of gifts, plants and garden accessories
after we had enjoyed a lovely lunch in their restaurant.
We were delighted that this year’s National President
Pete Causer and his wife Nici had travelled from the Isle
of Man to join us on the day. Following this we all
gathered for our AGM at Hornsea Museum where some

friends enjoyed a wander around before the meeting.
We are happy to say that the Guild is continuing with
steady numbers of members and the Guild President
for the last two years, Martin Dickinson, handed over
his badge of office to Stephen Lonsdale, our new
President. Some friends then enjoyed a walk in the
sunshine along the sea front and had a fish and chip
supper before departing for home.

Save the Date for AOSA Easter Gathering 2020
The weekend will run from lunchtime on Friday 10th April to breakfast on Tuesday 14th
April. For more info contact Sal Wright aosaeaster@yahoo.co.uk or 07825 704074.
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Obituaries

Margaret came to Ackworth at the end of
WWII just after the nuclear attacks on
Japan. Being the smallest person in
the school it was not long before she
was nicknamed Atom! She very
much enjoyed her time there and
made many good friends.

After leaving school she decided not
to go on to higher education
immediately but began her working
life with Boots the chemist where she
ultimately qualified with a certificate in
pharmacy. This led her into work within the
hospital service which kept her very active brain
well occupied.

She married Don Fraser in 1956 and
began married life in Dartford, Kent.

Her three children grew up there and
they all enjoyed their involvement in
the scouting and guiding groups
locally. She and Don moved to
Farnsfield in Nottinghamshire
after he retired, and for many
years she was the secretary of the

Women’s Institute there, which
again, kept her active brain very

much alive.

Margaret died of cancer in May and is
survived by her son and two daughters and her

sister, Diana.

Dorothy was born in Stroud Gloucestershire in
1927 and attended happy early years at Ackworth
between 1941 and 1945. She trained as a teacher
and taught at the air force base in Malta after her
marriage in 1953 and then continued in England.

Dorothy really loved life and always had a
mischievous twinkle in her eye!

Margaret Fraser nee Sandy
(Atom) – Scholar 1945 - 1952

Dorothy
Agnes Bostock
(Nee Wade)
1941 - 45

Kim Brengle
Kim Brengle visited Ackworth School in August from
Salem, Massachusetts. She was on the trail of her
Ackworth School ancestors, including a direct ancestor,
William Wright. He was the 100th pupil to be admitted to
the school on 18 April 1780, just six months after the
school opened. He was aged 11 years. Here, Kim is seen
looking at William’s entry in the Admissions Book, with
school archivist, Celia Wolfe.
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Senior School Events
January
6 Term Begins
w/c 6 5th & U6th Mock Exam Week
16 U6th Parent/Staff Meeting

6.30-8pm
21 Post 18 Options Evening

6.30-8.30pm
24 5th Form Parent/Staff Meeting

4.15-5.45pm

February
4 GCSE Options Evening 7pm
8 PSA Winter Ball
17-21 Half Term

March
4 L6th Parent/Staff Meeting

6.30-8pm
9 3rd Form Parent/Staff Meeting

6.30-8pm
26 Easter Concert 7pm
27 Term Ends

Coram House
January
14 Wakefield Cathedral

Lunchtime Concert

March
13 Y6 Interim Reports available to

view on the Parent Portal
w/c 16 Global Learning Week
19 Optional Parents’ Evening
20-21 Y3/4 residential visit to Marrick

Priory
27-29 Y5/6 residential visit to

Edinburgh

Spring Term

at a Glance

Staff News
Congratulations to Coram teacher, Polly
Hollingsworth, on the safe arrival of Maximilian
Hedley Hollingsworth (Max) born 27th June (a week
late) weighing 7lb 4oz in York. Congratulations also
to Emma Garland (nee Bell) and Angus, whose baby
boy, Sam Robinson Garland was born at 3.47am on
Sunday 13th October at Pinderfields Birth Centre,
weighing 8lb 9oz.

Art
2019 saw the launch of YSI (Yorkshire
Sculpture International) - a large festival
of sculpture in our region.

I was delighted to be successful in
applying as one of ten artists and
teachers from Leeds, Wakefield and
Pontefract, to take part in a YSI-funded
project which involved a series of
seminars and workshops with different
artists throughout the year. In addition,
Ackworth School received £500 to spend
on developing a sculpture project of its
choice.

Two exhibitions of the work remain on
display in the Art Department, and YSI
(who also ran a similar project with artists
and teachers in
London) are
going to produce
a book later in
the year to
showcase the
numerous
projects. We are
excited to be
included in this
publication!

Katy Devine
(Art Teacher)




