
 

 

8th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

You will be aware that the UK Government would like limited numbers of 4 th Form (Year 10) 

and Lower Sixth Form (Year 12) pupils to have some face to face contact in schools from 

Monday 15 June. We are finalising plans for how we can best facilitate this, while adhering 

to the Government guideline that no more than 25% of these groups is allowed on site at any 

time. 

 

We have created a booklet of detailed information which should be read alongside this letter. 

This booklet is also available on the Parent Portal and the website. 

 

To help us in our planning, we need to know whether you intend your son or daughter to 

return to School. Please follow this link to the survey. The survey will be open until the end of 

Wednesday 10th June.  

 

Our outline plans are as follows.  

 

4th Form 

 

UK based pupils will be divided in to three groups based on core subjects and each group 

will return for at least one complete week before the end of the Summer Term, following their 

normal timetable as closely as possible. It will not be possible for pupils to switch groups. 

Therefore, not every pupil in the Fourth Form will return to School on 15th June. 

Boarding pupils cannot be accommodated at this time, but online learning will continue 

throughout this period for those pupils who are not present in School. 

 

The Government’s statement suggests some face to face support of limited duration to 

complement online learning. Our extensive campus and small class sizes allow us to 

improve upon this. We feel that it will be more beneficial for pupils to return for longer 

periods of time, with something approaching a normal timetable.  

 

Changes 

 

This cannot be a return to normal schooling and the following changes will be in place: 

 

• More frequent cleaning 

• Desks arranged further apart in classrooms, to allow for 2 metre social distancing 

• Restricted access to some areas of the School and movement around campus 

• Additional hand washing facilities 

• Revised arrival times and arrangements 

https://ackworthschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/p/tsb/Ec6pnVnBQe5Gvem_eFlPe6MB-UNDyhYQYhA5OTOajnC58A?e=SgCR5V
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SKFT7FJ
https://ackworthschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/p/tsb/Ec6pnVnBQe5Gvem_eFlPe6MB-UNDyhYQYhA5OTOajnC58A?e=SgCR5V
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SKFT7FJ


 

 

• Revised arrangements for break and lunch times 

 

 

More detailed guidance will follow shortly, which will be influenced by the number of pupils 

who intend to return – please therefore complete the survey to give us an accurate picture of 

whom to expect in School. 

 

End of Year Examinations 

 

United Kingdom based pupils in the 4th Form will return in phased groupings from 15th June. 

This will maximise time in the classroom for those pupils able to return in person, and those 

unable to return to School, including our boarding community. This will allow us to continue 

teaching the essential material for the GCSE specifications. Due to the difficulties imposed 

up on us by COVID-19, we do not intend to hold formal end of year examinations for the 4th 

Form. 

  

I know there is concern that the enforced closure of schools may put pupils at a 

disadvantage in their GCSE examinations. Ofqual, the examinations regulator, has pledged 

that 4th Form pupils will not be unfairly disadvantaged in their 2021 GCSE examinations. 

How that will be honoured is unclear at this stage, but we know that our pupils have 

benefited from online learning when it appears that many of their contemporaries, especially 

in State schools, have not.  

 

We think it is vital at this stage to focus on the work which is currently being set; to take 

every opportunity of the live lessons which are being run; to take responsibility for 

completing each piece of work to the best of their ability; to make use of the helpful advice 

which tutors are sending out; and to use the summer wisely to consolidate this year’s work. 

 

A lot of support is available – please make use of it! 

 

 

Your sincerely, 

 
 

Anton Maree 

Head 

 


