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WELCOME FROM 
THE HEAD

Since 1779, we have maintained a passion for teaching and 
learning at Ackworth School. We are proud of our traditions and 
family values, but equally proud of our innovative approach to 
co-education, given we are the oldest co-ed boarding school in 
the country! Taking a strong pastoral approach to education, at 
Ackworth School we prepare children for their future by focusing on 
two areas. The first is helping them grow as individuals, developing 
the personal characteristics, attitudes and behaviours to enable 
them to embrace change.

The second is striving to maximise their achievements across a 
wide range of interests, with the main focus on academic studies, to 
inspire intellectual curiosity. 

We add social responsibility through appreciation of our Quaker 
values – simplicity, truth, equality, peace and sustainability – and 
instil a desire to help others. 

Ackworth School has a lot to offer your child whether it be in our 
Nursery, Coram House, the Autism Resource or Senior School. For 
those we welcome from further afield, we offer exceptional facilities 
in our senior boarding houses and in our well-known International 
Centre. We are an outstanding school with a great deal to offer.

Our plans for the future see us entering a period of renewal, with 
the restoration of several of our historic buildings. We continue 
to improve and add to our already well-resourced academic 
and sporting facilities, as well as grow our community outreach 
programme, working in partnership with local schools and charities.

We have a reputation for getting the best from our pupils by enabling 
them to develop a rapport with our excellent teachers  who come 
from a wide variety of backgrounds and in our small classes. 

Come and visit us to experience for yourselves the atmosphere that 
makes Ackworth School such an exceptional place.



Our school isn’t just an outstanding 
educational establishment, it is a 
community in which children are 
supported to progress and achieve. 

Ackworth is an all-through school for 
children aged 2 ½ to 18.  From their 
very first day and throughout every 
successive year, our young people 
enjoy an environment where they will 
feel comfortable, happy and able to 
embrace each stage of their education.
We’re passionate about encouraging 

everyone to act with kindness and 
adopt a caring attitude towards each 
other. It’s this sense of togetherness 
which creates an educational 
ambience, which must be experienced 
to be appreciated.

The physical environment is an 
important part of learning at Ackworth 
and our beautiful grounds play a key 
role in the school’s unique learning 
experience. Expansive and tranquil 
open spaces provide the perfect 
setting for contemplation, play and to 
enjoy the company of friends.

There’s something very special about Ackworth School. 
The caring spirit, positive atmosphere and feeling of 
wellbeing is hard to define and yet quite unmistakable

Simplicity
Truth
Equality
Peace
Sustainability

“Coming to 
the school we 
always feel an 
amazingly warm 
atmosphere.” 

“Ackworth School strikes 
the exact balance 
between education and 
happiness.”

From small steps to 
big strides



Ackworth School is steeped in history. Founded in 1779 
by John Fothergill, a prominent Quaker ,well respected 
for making significant advances in science and medicine. 
Quakers are well known for their tolerance, their emphasis 
on peace, and their honesty and simplicity, and these 
principles still form part of the fabric of our school. 

Today, Ackworth is a rich tapestry of beliefs and origins. 
Most of our pupils are from non-Quaker families and 
around ten per cent come from other countries - the 
international flavour of our school, especially in the 

Sixth Form, is another of Ackworth’s distinctive features. 
Everyone has something to offer. 

We all have our unique gifts. Everyone shares a mutual 
pride in our school. Whatever our individual beliefs, 
we’re all united by Quaker principles of Simplicity, Truth, 
Equality, Peace and Sustainability. These simple values 
underscore our approach to ensuring all our children 
have the support and structure to fulfil their potential, 
make a positive contribution in the wider community and 
progress to be the best they can be. 

“When you speak to the children     
you find they all love school.” 

“You don’t have to be a Quaker to come to Ackworth. 
In fact, the school welcomes mixed faiths and 

backgrounds – it’s essential to come and see the 
school, then you get a real feeling for how great it is” 

traditional british values are 
engrained in our heritage



From Year 1 through to Year 6, our pupils enjoy 
a breadth of education which stretches beyond 
the National Curriculum.

We’re passionate about ensuring all our children 
gain a solid foundation in principal subjects 
including English, Mathematics and Science. It’s 
also essential for students to have the choices 
and opportunities to broaden their learning and 
discover their own educational interests. 

Pupils have an opportunity to develop their ICT 
skills throughout the entire curriculum and study 
French, Japanese and Spanish helping them to 
develop Modern Foreign Language skills. They 
can also study language roots in our Latin class.

Every student enjoys: 

* Individual attention provided in our small 
classes. 

* The time and space to develop their own 
unique potential and capacity for learning.

* Encouragement and support to achieve 
high standards.

* Personal fulfilment and pride in their 
individual achievements. 

Forest School

Forest School swaps the traditional classroom 
for a woodland setting, where pupils learn new 
skills among the trees and bluebells. It brings 
together a unique educational philosophy 
which is practised world-wide and is based on 
an ethos of creating engaging outdoor spaces 
where EVERYONE has an opportunity to grow in 
confidence and self-esteem.

“My children loved Ackworth 
School when they visited. 
It’s not elitist like some other 
schools we considered.” 

At every key stage of school life, stability and coherence 
are extremely beneficial to our children. 

Children can enjoy their entire school journey in familiar 
surroundings and consistent learning experiences 
where we place emphasis on both individual and group 
achievements.

At Coram House, we guide younger pupils through the 
first small steps of starting Nursery ready for more in-
depth specialist learning as they progress through the 
junior years and beyond. 

Through our Quaker ethos we actively embrace the 
Early Years Foundation Stage Principles and focus on 
each individual child’s personal, social, physical and 
emotional development.

Teaching isn’t confined to the classroom - we like to get 
our children out and about for a healthy dose of fresh air. 

It’s amazing what they learn while exploring our 
woodlands and open spaces – what better way to 
encourage their inquisitive nature and take early 
education back to grass roots?

As children progress through the Early Years Foundation 
Stage they also have access to:

* Specialist facilities and lessons in music
* PE and swimming
* Extensive before and after-school childcare sessions 

at no extra cost

enjoying each step 
oF the journey

creating their own 
Footprints

“Nursery and Reception pupils 
learn through play – it’s the best 
way and it’s fun!”

coram house: 
ages 6-11

coram house 
junior school

coram house early 
years: ages 2½ - 5



“Students are 
inspired to be the 
best they can be.”

In our Senior School, they will 
experience the energy of our expert 
teachers who introduce them to 
new ideas with the kind of infectious 
interest that demands in-depth 
study and rigorous application. 
This enthusiasm characterises the 
academic life at Ackworth. 

No two children are alike and we want 
to help them embrace their differences.

While many of our high achieving students go on to 
study at Oxford or Cambridge or one of the other top 
universities, others achieve more modest results. At 
Ackworth our students receive positive encouragement, 
not pressure. What matters more than results, is that 
every student is rewarded for their achievements as an 
individual. 

We are extremely well resourced with our pupils enjoying 
the advantages of:

* Spacious, well-equipped Science laboratories
* Outstanding Art, Music and Drama facilities
* A first-class Library 
* Exceptional Sports facilities
* Specialist ICT and Design and Technology suites

Like you, we want students to feel inspired, wake up 
eager to learn and ready to encounter all that the 
world has to offer them.

Things are different here in the Sixth 
Form. Our young people are not 
quite so young any more and as they 
approach adulthood, we believe in 
inspiring them to develop their own 
views, opinions and aspirations in 
preparation for their next steps in 
life.

Mature conversation is all part of 
becoming an adult and our Form 
Tutors, House Staff and subject 
teachers respond sensitively to this 
aspect of our students’ development. 

Students, quite rightly, are required 
to take responsibility for how they 
structure their time, study effectively 
and balance the demands of their 
academic, social and domestic lives. 

It’s a discipline to which they will 
return throughout their adult life.

Students who work hard leave 
Sixth Form with outstanding A Level 
grades, ready to take on whatever 
challenges the future has in store 
and possessing the personal qualities 
they need to:

* Confidently handle transition
* Manage relationships
* Think independently
* Lead and inspire
* Evaluate and challenge

Careers and further education 
advice is a collective responsibility 
at Ackworth. Whichever pathway 
students choose, we’ll ensure they’re 
well-informed and thoughtfully 
guided every step of the way.

As well as our qualified careers  
advisors, our Form Tutors, subject 
teachers, Librarian, Head of Sixth 
Form and Head each take steps to 
help your child prepare to move on 
and feel confident in the choices 
they make.

“Our Sixth Formers 
frequently say that 
what they like best 
about Ackworth is the 
positive interaction 
they have with their 
teachers.”

conFidently picking up pace

ready For the road ahead

senior school 11-16

sixth Form 16-18



Pastoral Care

Providing an environment where children can feel free 

to explore their creative side not only makes for happier 

children, it also helps them to develop vital problem-

solving skills for the future.

We encourage all our pupils – not only those with obvious 

talents – to try their hand at Design, Art, Music, Textiles, 

Food and Nutrition and Drama, both inside and outside 

the classroom.

Whatever a child’s individual talent we will make sure they 

have the time and space to enjoy and express it. 

We offer a blend of academic and extra-curricular 

activities which are open to everyone and are generally 

cost inclusive. Exciting residential visits and opportunities 

to become involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award are 

just some of the ways students can broaden their horizons.

We also offer a choice of over 70 lunchtime and after-school 

activities including the junior school band, gardening club 

and a variety of energising pursuits including dance, 

gymnastics, aerobics, and indoor climbing. It’s all about 

getting active and involved.

Sport at Ackworth is not about learning to win. It’s about 

understanding that participating in competitive sports 

including soccer, netball, hockey, badminton, cricket and 

tennis is a great way to make new friends, work together 

and stay fit.

At each stage of their development, a full programme of 

fixtures against other schools and a number of Inter-House 

competitions, provides our pupils with the opportunity to 

develop their individual sporting talents and enjoy playing 

as part of a team.

All our pupils benefit from our excellent sporting 

facilities, including:

* An impressive sports hall

* Squash courts

* Multi-gym and fully equipped gymnasium

* Dance hall

* Huge variety of indoor and outdoor courts and pitches

* 30-metre swimming pool. 

“At Ackworth, children can be 
academic, quirky, different, 
sporting – everyone can do all the 
things they want to and become 
who they should become.”

The emphasis is on ‘having a go’ and our House tournaments 
allow children of all sporting abilities to feel comfortable and 
confident when competing.

“Sport to me is very 
important. The school’s 
sports facilities, coaching 
and options are amazing, 
but if your child is 
particularly academic, 
that’s catered for at 
Ackworth. ”

leaping into creativity 
and exploration



We’re passionate about ensuring our 
pupils experience the same security 
and nurturing in school as they do at 
home.

All our pupils have a Form Tutor 
dedicated to their academic progress, 
pastoral welfare and enjoyment of 
school activities. Your child has the 
reassurance of knowing there is 
someone on site to guide them and 
bridge the gap between home and 
school.  In Senior School, pupils in 
forms 1 - 5 have two Form Tutors. As 
they move up to the Sixth Form, they 
have a Personal Tutor who mentors 
them throughout their remaining two 
years with us.

Just as our staff care for our pupils, we 
encourage our pupils to care for those 
around them. This can be something as 
simple as giving their time in support of 
collections for charity, or sharing their 
lunch table with younger pupils. 

If parents are considering boarding as 
an option, we know how important it 
will be to parents to know that your 
son or daughter will be taken care of 
in a secure, caring and comfortable 
environment.

We know it’s a big decision. Naturally 
parents need peace of mind that your 
child will be completely happy and at 
home here. We would be delighted to 

invite parents to come in and spend 
some time here so that you can 
experience the supportive and happy 
atmosphere first hand.

British and overseas students flourish 
in Ackworth School’s boarding 
community, where they enjoy an 
integrated education and social life and 
benefit from the enriching opportunity 
to share a room with someone from 
another cultural background. 

Boarding pupils explore new horizons 
outside the classroom too, with relaxed 
day trips to places of cultural interest, 
a full programme of after-school and 
weekend activities for British and 
international students alike, and access 
to the school’s extensive:

* Sports grounds and spacious 
outdoor spaces

* Music and art facilities
* ICT suites

The flexibility of occasional boarding 
is a popular option with busy parents. 
Our pupils like it too! They have all 
the benefits of an overnight stay – 
activities, socialising with friends, and 
a quiet homework environment – while 
parents go away on business or holiday, 
safe in the knowledge that all our pupils 
are looked after and supported.

“Our boarders 
thrive here and 
love exploring 
new ideas and 
making new 
friends.”“The nurturing 

and care at the 
school... that’s 
quite a real 
thing.” 

supporting them every 
step oF the way

If you’d like to arrange to come in, look around 
and experience the atmosphere in person, get 
in touch - we would love to show everything our 
school offers. In the meantime, why not visit us 
at www.ackworthschool.com 

To book a visit, or find out about our admissions 
process, please contact us by email at:   
admissions@ackworthschool.com or telephone us 
on: +44 (0)1977 611401



ACKWORTH SCHOOL

Ackworth, Pontefract, West Yorkshire, WF7 7LT    

Tel: +44 (0)1977 611401  Fax: +44 (0)1977 616225 

Email: admissions@ackworthschool.com  

School Website: www.ackworthschool.com

Not for oneself but for everyone


